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900.0
Purpose 
To establish policies and responsibilities for determining and fulfilling BPA’s obligations regarding protection and enhancement of the environment, including fish and wildlife, in the course of BPA’s overall mission and objectives. Combined with relevant law, regulations, and case law, this issuance governs BPA’s policy, and provides management delegations in administering BPA’s environmental program. Consistent with Delegation Order No. 00-033.00B, signed by the Secretary of Energy on July 20, 2009, this issuance also exempts BPA from the provisions of  related Department of Energy issuance, including DOE O 436.1, Departmental Sustainability and DOE O 451.1B, National Environmental Policy Act Compliance Program.
900.1 Definitions

No information in this section

900.2 Policy

BPA strives to be a good steward of the Northwest Environment, conserving the region’s natural resources for future generations, conducting its activities to minimize impacts, promoting sustainability, pollution prevention, and waste minimization in compliance with applicable environmental laws and regulations, and continuously improving its practices through environmental monitoring and adaptive management. 
A. BPA is guided by established environmental laws, rules, and legal mandates (e.g., National Environmental Policy Act, Endangered Species Act, Clean Water Act, National Historic Preservation Act, appropriate State and local regulations and requirements, the Northwest Power Act, etc.), and sound business practices.
B. Environment, Fish and Wildlife develops and maintains continuing relationships with other Federal Agencies, Native American Tribes, State and local governments, privately- and publicly-owned utilities, major manufacturers, professional groups, research and development organizations, Congressional delegations and committees, natural resource groups, and the public to achieve regional environmental coordination of agency activities. 
C. In consultation with appropriate Federal, State, and local agencies and the Tribes, all new and continuing BPA policies, plans, programs, and projects are developed and otherwise carried out with consideration of potential environmental impacts directly or indirectly caused by BPA action, and of prudent measures to mitigate those impacts.
D.
Environmental impact analysis of each proposed or recommended BPA policy, plan, program, or project with potentially significant environmental impact should commence sufficiently early during its planning to allow opportunity for effective participation by State, local, other Federal agencies, the Tribes, and the public in the agency decision process.  Impact analyses will be presented in a manner that facilitates objective, informed decision making.

E.
BPA recognizes that its activities may affect the economy as well as the environment of the region, and will include economic considerations in environmental impact statements.  BPA will operate its own facilities in compliance with applicable Federal, State, and/or local pollution-control standards and encourages each of its customers to comply as well.

900.3 RESPONSIBILITIES

A.
General.  Lines of authority and responsibility follow the normal organizational structure.  Authority and responsibility for specialized programs, functions, and activities are specifically assigned to certain key staff.

B.
The Administrator and Chief Executive Officer is responsible for BPA’s overall compliance with all Federal statutes and regulations regarding protection and enhancement of the environment and fish and wildlife.

C.
The Vice President for Environment, Fish and Wildlife is responsible for managing the environmental component of BPA’s transmission and power sales business.  This includes the planning, policy development, and implementation of policies and strategies for environmental, and fish and wildlife issues as they affect BPA’s responsibilities and its commitment to the integrity of the region’s environmental, natural, and cultural resources.

1.  The Environmental Planning and Analysis function is responsible for guidance and direction on environmental issues as they relate to BPA’s business decision making.  This function is responsible for in-depth analysis of internal and external environmental requirements and for monitoring emerging environmental issues and technologies.  With other groups inside and outside BPA, it manages environmental policy development; group planning activities including results, critical success indicators, and baseline development; and environmental strategy development.  It is also responsible for providing groups inside BPA with environmental advice, developing National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) strategy, conducting environmental impact analyses, preparing environmental documents, and involving the public in the environmental review process.  Additionally, general environmental management and analytical support is provided within BPA for activities such as Endangered Species Act (ESA) compliance; cultural resource regulation compliance, commitments and initiatives; power marketing; and transmission line maintenance and construction.

2.
The Fish and Wildlife function implements and participates in actions to meet BPA’s fish and wildlife mitigation responsibilities under the Northwest Power Act and the ESA.  BPA is required by law to mitigate the impacts to fish and wildlife to the extent affected by the construction and operation of the Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS).  BPA’s Fish and Wildlife group together with the other Action Agencies, the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), and the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) implements ESA Biological Opinions on the impacts of the FCRPS on ESA listed fish and wildlife.  This function includes developing, reviewing, and commenting on mitigation activities in the Columbia River Basin proposed for BPA funding under either the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s (Council) Fish and Wildlife Program or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) Fisheries/U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Biological Opinions.  It includes project implementation, contract, and project management activities.  This function also includes coordination of fish and wildlife resource issues with Power Services’ (PS) and Transmission Services’ (TS) real-time and long-term operations planning.  This function develops policies and procedures for implementing BPA’s fish and wildlife mitigation responsibilities and works closely with project sponsors who include individual tribes and state agencies, utilities, the Council, Corps, NOAA Fisheries, BOR, USFWS, and others.
        a.      Business Operations Support guides and supports Fish and Wildlife managers and employees in the development, improvement, and deployment of business processes, in the identification, coordination, and management of supporting information technology, and the management of projects to develop, track, and monitor all costs for the Fish and Wildlife function.  The information systems coordinated include support for Fish and Wildlife financial management, project management, and regionally shared systems.  This function provides financial data and audit support fulfilling both internal and external financial reporting needs regarding fish and wildlife contracts.  This function also supports program portfolio, project and contract level data needs; tracks critical success indicators; and processes, tracks and monitors Fish and Wildlife procurement actions.

        b.      Policy and Planning develops plans by participating in Council processes and BPA’s ESA consultations with NOAA Fisheries and USFWS, providing critical BPA policy positions that integrate biological needs of listed species with the needs of PS and TS, and developing Biological Opinion (Bi-Op)-related annual and implementation plans that are coordinated with the Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program, and other legislative and legal mandates.  This function develops and maintains relationships with the Council, federal and state fish and wildlife agencies, Corps, BOR, Indian tribes, utilities, Columbia River hydroelectric system operators and regulators, special and private interest groups, and other interested parties.  This function monitors and participates in the multiple sub-regional, ecosystem and watershed planning efforts in the Columbia River Basin.  They represent BPA in various regional forums, such as NOAA Fisheries Regional Forum (System Configuration Team, Implementation Team, Technical Management Team), and Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority Members Committee.  This function provides the planning for habitat, hatchery, harvest, fish and wildlife aspects of hydropower mitigation, and research, monitoring, and evaluation components of the annual and five-year implementation plans.  This function also analyzes current and proposed individual dam and reservoir operations, system-wide hydro operations, and facilities resources.  With information from these analyses, the group participates in both long-term and real-time power marketing and operations decision making.  This function is involved in regional Research, Monitoring and Evaluation (RM&E), to ensure that research on critical uncertainties is performed and that Basin-wide RM&E results are integrated into the regional policy development and decision-making process.

        c.      The Fish and Wildlife Implementation units (Oregon Implementation, Washington Implementation, and Idaho/Montana Implementation) implement projects that mitigate for the effects of the FCRPS in the Columbia River Basin.  Projects are implemented as onsite and offsite mitigation efforts throughout the Basin for resident and anadromous fish, and wildlife, and may include, but are not limited to, habitat, hatchery, harvest, and RM&E efforts.  Examples of project types that have been funded in the past include resident fish substitution; resident fish culture facilities; resident and anadromous fish and wildlife habitat protection and enhancement; wildlife mitigation agreements; ecosystem coordination; watershed coordination and planning; project implementation and effectiveness monitoring; anadromous fish hatcheries; tributary fish passage and screening projects; water rights acquisition; supplementation and captive brood stock research programs; ESA safety net hatchery programs; Pacific lamprey reintroduction and studies, coded wire tag and Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT) tag fish marking, estuary habitat enhancement, and estuary and Columbia River plume research.  
Projects are contracted with a variety of state and federal fish and wildlife agencies, other state and local agencies, tribes, and private entities throughout the Columbia River Basin.  Close coordination and collaboration with entities such as the Council, Corps, BOR, NOAA Fisheries, USFWS, individual tribes, and others is an essential part of project development and project and contract management within the group.  This function represents BPA in various regional forums, such as the Council’s Fish Committee, watershed councils, etc., for general program coordination and for specific projects for which the group has implementation responsibility.

.  

3.   The Pollution Prevention and Abatement (PP&A) function is responsible for developing, coordinating, and managing the implementation of environmental actions and compliance requirements associated with the operation, maintenance, and construction of Bonneville’s transmission system, including cost management.  The function serves as the principal liaison and overall coordination point for EF&W with Transmission Services.  It is also responsible for the coordination of EF&W budgets and expenditures associated with Transmission Services.  The function develops, coordinates, and implements water protection, hazardous materials and herbicide management, erosion control, and other pollution prevention measures.  It manages the environmental training and herbicide licensing program, and establishes environmental standards and procedures for the transmission system.  The organization is also responsible for managing Bonneville’s environmental investigation, environmental remediation, oil spill containment, stormwater treatment, and PCB equipment replacement programs. The organization also manages overall Superfund liabilities for the Agency and coordinates project scheduling to integrate work with other Bonneville organizations.  In addition, it analyzes environmental laws, regulations, and policy initiatives for their implications on the operation and maintenance of the transmission system.  The organization oversees research and technological development initiatives in the pollution prevention and abatement field.  The organization administers Bonneville’s environmental land audit programs and is responsible for external relations and negotiations with environmental regulatory agencies.

a.
The Technical and Regional Services function provides scientific and technical environmental support to Transmission Services and other client organizations within the Agency.  It serves as liaison and coordination point for PP&A with Transmission Field Services regarding environmental compliance and implementation actions and measures.  The function provides scientific and technical support in the implementation of environmental actions and compliance requirements at field sites.  The function also assists field organizations in the proper handling and reporting of hazardous materials, providing environmental assistance in responding to spills, advising district managers on all environmental compliance issues, and providing client interface with district personnel.  The function has responsibility for providing scientific and technical support for PP&A program/project planning and implementation.  In addition, the organization is responsible for environmental inspections, assessments, cleanups, pollution prevention measures, and monitoring at field sites.  It is also responsible for environmental permits and plans for Bonneville facilities, as well as providing for Pollution Abatement clearances for transmission construction projects.

900.4 PROCEDURES

No content for this section.
900.5 REFERENCES

No content for this section.
900.6 REVIEW

This chapter is scheduled for review in 2018.
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