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Facilities Study, or environmental review for the service request(s) will be performed as a
Cluster Study. With respect to a clustered System Impact Study or Facilities Study, the study
will be performed in accordance with the procedures set forth in section 19.3 and 19.4 with the
exception that the timeline for performing the System Impact Study or Facilities Study will begin
to run after the last date for any Eligible Customer with service request(s) that the Transmission
Provider identifies for the Cluster Study to sign and return Cluster Study Agreements or
Precedent Transmission Services Agreements. With respect to a Cluster Study that includes
aggregate study of system impacts and needed facilities, the Transmission Provider will initiate
the Cluster Study within 14 days of the later of (i) the due date for the Precedent Transmission
Service Agreement (PTSA) or (ii) the due date for providing performance assurance as required
by the PTSA. The Transmission Provider will use due diligence to complete the Cluster Study
within 120 days from such date. If the Transmission Provider is unable to complete the Cluster
Study within the applicable timeline, the Transmission Provider will notify the Eligible
Customers in the Cluster Study and provide an estimate of the time needed to complete the study
along with an explanation of the reasons that additional time is required.

(i) Cluster Study Agreement

The Transmission Provider will require Eligible Customers with service request(s) that
the Transmission Provider identifies for a Cluster Study to sign Cluster Study agreements for the
service request(s) unless the Transmission Provider requires such Eligible Customers to sign
Precedent Transmission Service Agreements for the service request(s) under Section 19.10(iii).
The Transmission Provider may conduct a Cluster Study for which the Transmission Provider
requires Eligible Customers to sign Cluster Study agreements when: (1) preliminary analysis
indicates that constructing new facilities or upgrades that the study identifies would facilitate

providing service to multiple pending service requests; (2) preliminary analysis indicates that the
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aggregate study of system impacts and needed facilities, the Transmission Provider will initiate
the Cluster Study within 14 days of the later of (i) the due date for the Precedent Transmission
Service Agreement (PTSA) or (ii) the due date for providing performance assurance as required
by the PTSA. The Transmission Provider will use due diligence to complete the Cluster Study
within 120 days from such date. If the Transmission Provider is unable to complete the Cluster
Study within the applicable timeline, the Transmission Provider will notify the Eligible
Customers in the Cluster Study and provide an estimate of the time needed to complete the study
along with an explanation of the reasons that additional time is required.

(i) Cluster Study Agreement

The Transmission Provider will require Eligible Customers with service request(s) that
the Transmission Provider identifies for a Cluster Study to sign Cluster Study agreements for the
service request(s) unless the Transmission Provider requires such Eligible customers to sign
Precedent Transmission Service Agreements for the service request(s) under Section 32.6(iii).
The Transmission Provider may conduct a Cluster Study for which the Transmission Provider
requires Eligible Customers to sign Cluster Study agreements when: (1) preliminary analysis
indicates that constructing new facilities or upgrades that the study identifies would facilitate
providing service to multiple pending service requests; (2) preliminary analysis indicates that the
Cluster Study would benefit the integration of new renewable resources; (3) at least one Eligible
Customer requests that the Transmission Provider perform a Cluster Study pursuant to Section
32.6(i); or (4) the Transmission Provider determines based on other appropriate criteria that
conducting a Cluster Study will facilitate providing service.

The Cluster Study agreement will describe the scope of the Cluster Study. An Eligible
Customer must sign and return the Cluster Study agreement within 15 days of receipt. If an

Eligible Customer fails to sign and return the Cluster Study agreement by the deadline stated in
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