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Supplement Analysis for the Chief Joseph Hatchery Program (DOE/EIS-0384/SA-01) 
 

Linda Hermeston 
Project Manager – KEWU-4 
 
Proposed Action:  Chief Joseph Hatchery Program Excess Excavated Material Removal 
 
Fish and Wildlife Project No.:  2003-023-00 
 
Location:  Chief Joseph Dam near Bridgeport, Okanogan County, WA 
 
Proposed by:  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) and the Confederated Tribes of the 
Colville Reservation (CTCR) (NEPA cooperating agency) 
 
Background:  In 2009, BPA completed the Chief Joseph Hatchery Program Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (DOE/EIS-0384).  In 2010, BPA issued a Record of 
Decision (ROD) documenting its decision to fund the Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation to construct, operate and maintain the Chief Joseph Hatchery Program (CJHP).   
Construction of the hatchery began in fall 2010 and is currently underway.  It was expected that 
native earthen material excavated from the construction of the hatchery could be used on site.  
However, it has become apparent that this material has become excess to construction needs and 
a hindrance to further CJHP construction.  BPA is now proposing to have about 10,000 cubic 
yards of material moved off-site.  The material would be loaded and trucked about 4 miles 
starting from the hatchery site on Half Sun Way to WA-17 and then via unimproved access 
roads where it would be dumped at one of several old gravel pits used as a source of 
construction material for the Chief Joseph Dam in 1949-1950.  This particular gravel pit is on 
CTCR land near their trout hatchery in upland habitat.  See attached aerial photograph.  The 
CTCR would issue a permit to accept the material.  The work would occur in late summer and 
autumn of 2012.  Traffic safety signing, dust abatement, soil stabilization, restrictions on work 
hours, and weed management would also occur as needed per the CJHP EIS.     
 
Analysis:  With the removal of the excavated material, the Chief Joseph Hatchery Program is 
essentially the same as described in the 2009 Final EIS and 2010 ROD.  The loading, hauling and 
dumping of the fill material would represent an increase in truck traffic, noise and dust for about 
4 weeks to and at the gravel pit/dump site.  However, this increase would appear insignificant 
given the amount of traffic, noise and dust that was described in the EIS and has been occurring 
and will continue to occur with the CJHP construction.  Also, there are no residences or 
businesses in the vicinity other than scattered orchards and the resident fish hatchery itself that 
may be adversely affected.  Effects at the CJHP hatchery site would be unchanged.   
 

DOE F 1325.8 e    Electronic Form Approved by CGIR - 01/20/95 
(8-89) 

memorandum 

             TO : 



 
 
 
The travel route and gravel pit/dump site were evaluated for potential effects to cultural 
materials and Endangered Species Act-protected species and habitat.  No effects are anticipated.  
See attached cultural resources clearance memo from the CTCR History/Archaeology 
Department. 
 
Findings:  This Supplement Analysis finds that the proposed action does not represent 
substantial changes to the Chief Joseph Hatchery Program relative to environmental concerns, 
and that there are no new circumstances or new information relevant to environmental concerns 
regarding the proposed action or its impacts.  Therefore, no additional NEPA documentation is 
necessary. 
 
 
/s/ Mickey Carter 
Mickey Carter 
Environmental Project Manager – KEC-4 
 
 
Concur: 
 
/s/ Stacy Mason    Date:  September 4, 2012 
Stacy Mason 
NEPA Compliance Officer – KEC-4 
 
 
2 Attachments:   
Aerial Photo of gravel pit  
Archaeological clearance memo 
  






