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	November 20, 2000

In reply refer to:  KEC-4




To:  People Interested in the Santiam-Bethel Transmission Line Project

Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is proposing to build a new transmission line next to 
an existing line in Marion and Linn Counties, Oregon.  We are writing because the project could affect you.  This letter briefly tells what is being proposed, why it is needed, and how it could affect you.  It also invites you to a meeting where you can learn more and give us your ideas.

Proposal - BPA is proposing to build a new 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line next to a portion of an existing 230-kV line that runs from our Santiam Substation, which is about six miles southeast of Stayton, to our Chemawa Substation, which is near Keizer.  (See attached map.)  About 17 miles northwest of the Santiam Substation, a Portland General Electric (PGE) line that goes to their Bethel Substation ties into our existing line.  

The proposed line would generally parallel the existing right-of-way from Santiam Substation for 17 miles and tie into the PGE line that goes to Bethel Substation.  BPA's existing line would still connect the Santiam and Chemawa Substations but not the PGE line.  New circuit breakers and switches would need to be installed at the Santiam Substation. 

The new line would be very similar to the existing line.  It would be the same voltage 
(230-kV), would require similar right-of-way width (125 feet), and would likely use the same steel lattice structures.  Some clearing and new access roads would be needed.  

Purpose - This project is being proposed to relieve overloads on the existing Santiam-Chemawa line which can occur during extreme cold winter weather.  BPA's reliability criteria requires that we address possible overloads on this line now.

Public Meeting - We are just starting an environmental analysis of this proposal.  But before we do, we would like to hear from you.  What questions do you have?  Where should the new line be located?  What resources should we analyze?  Are there other options we should consider?  
We have scheduled an open house public meeting to answer your questions and hear your comments:


Monday, December 11, 2000


4 - 8 p.m.


Sublimity Fire Department


115 Northwest Parker Street


Sublimity, Oregon

Although we do not plan to give a formal presentation at the meeting, we will have maps, photos and other information available to describe the project.  Several members of the project team will be available to answer your questions and listen to your ideas, so come anytime between 4 and 8 p.m.

Other Ways to Comment - If you cannot come to the meeting, you can still comment.  If you comment by January 15, 2001, we'll be able to incorporate your ideas into our environmental analysis.  Call BPA's toll-free comment line at 1-800-622-4519, and leave a message (please include the name of this project); send an e-mail to:  comment@BPA.gov; or mail comments to Bonneville Power Administration, Public Affairs Officer - KC-7, P.O. Box 12999, Portland, Oregon 97212.  You can use the enclosed form to submit comments if you like.

Process/Schedule - A draft of the environmental analysis will be available for review and comment early next summer.  If you would like to receive a copy, please return the enclosed postcard and check whether you would like to receive it by regular or electronic mail.  If you do not return the postcard, you will still receive notice when the study is available.  It will also be posted on BPA's web site at www.efw.bpa.gov.

Once we have completed the environmental review, BPA will decide whether and how to proceed with the project.  If BPA decides to proceed, construction would likely begin in 2003.

How This Could Affect You - We may need to access your property to conduct the environmental analysis and to design the project.  If so, Susan Adams will contact you to request permission.  
You can phone her at (541) 465-6555 or send electronic mail to saadams@bpa.gov.

If you have any improvements within the existing right-of-way (such as wells, pipelines, or structures) for which BPA has not provided written authority, please let us know so we can avoid damage to them if possible or make other arrangements.

For More Information - If you have any questions about this project, please call me toll-free at 
1-800-282-3713, or my direct number at (503) 230-3239; or send an e-mail to:  makorsness@bpa.gov.  You may want to keep this letter in case you have questions later.

Thank you for your interest in our work.

Sincerely,

/s/ Mark Korsness
Mark Korsness

Project Manager

Enclosures:

Map

Postcard

Comment form
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