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ENVIRONMENT, FISH AND WILDLIFE

May 12, 2011
In reply refer to: KEC-4
To: People Interested in the Sekokini Springs Isolation Facility

Action: The United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service (USFS) has prepared the
Final Environmental Assessment (EA), which includes a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI), for the construction of the Sekokini Springs Isolation Facility. Bonneville Power
Administration (BPA) has prepared a FONSI for the partial funding of the project.

Copies Available: The USFS FONSI will be mailed directly to interested parties by the USFS
and will be posted on the USFS website; a notification of availability will be mailed to other
potentially affected parties.

For copies of the USFS FONSI or the Final EA, please write or call the Hungry Horse-Glacier
View Ranger District: 10 Hungry Horse Dr. Hungry Horse, MT 59919; 406-387-3863. The
documents are also available online: www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=28374

If you would like a copy of BPA’s final FONSI, please call our toll-free document request line:
1-800-622-4520. Leave a request naming this project and giving your name and complete
mailing address. It is also available on the Internet at www.efw.bpa.gov.

Proposal: BPA is proposing to partially fund construction and operation of the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) Sekokini Springs Isolation Facility Project.
Under the Proposed Action, the MFWP would modify the existing infrastructure to improve the
hatchery facility and create naturalized rearing ponds and water conveyance channels. The new
facility would allow the spawning, rearing, and isolation of up to four genetically unique stocks
of westslope cutthroat trout originating from parent stocks obtained from the drainages where the
offspring would be released. The alterations to the site, as proposed by MFWP, would require the
USFS to modify MFWP’s existing Special Use Permit, which expires on December 31, 2017.

Background: The Sekokini Springs Isolation Facility is located 10 miles north of Columbia
Falls on the Hungry Horse Ranger District of the Flathead National Forest, in Flathead County,
Montana. The project area is approximately 21 acres in size. All project activities will occur on
National Forest System lands.

The Sekokini Springs site is proposed for the WCT rearing and isolation facility because it offers
(1) artesian spring water sources free of fish pathogens, and (2) existing infrastructure that could
be upgraded or supplemented rather than requiring completely new construction. Wild trout
cannot be transported to state hatcheries, so existing public hatcheries are unavailable. In
addition, existing facilities do not have the capacity to raise wild native fish in isolation while



they are examined for genetic purity and reportable fish pathogens. For these reasons, the EA
considered only two alternative actions: No Action and the Proposed Action, described below.

BPA and the USFS announced the proposed Sekokini Springs Project on November 25, 2009.
On December 1, 2009 a scoping letter was sent to potentially affected individuals, government
agencies, organizations, and groups interested in, or affected by, the Sekokini Springs Isolation
Facility. The USFS received feedback on the Proposed Action from three people through letters
and emails.

A preliminary EA that addressed all comments received during scoping was issued for additional
public review and comment on February 4, 2011. No comments were received before the closing
of the 30-day comment period. The USFS issued a FONSI on April 6, 2011. On April 12, 2011,
the Northwest Power and Conservation Council approved MFWP proceeding with the
renovation and operation of the Sekokini Springs Isolation Facility, as per the Sekokini Springs
Master Plan and Independent Scientific Review Panel recommendations.

For More Information: If you need more information or have any questions, please call me toll
free at 1-800-622-4519, or e-mail me at hadondy-kaplan@bpa.gov. Thank you for your interest
in our work.

/s/ Hannah Dondy-Kaplan

Hannah Dondy-Kaplan
Environmental Project Manager



