Conservation easement east of
Eugene will protect the environment
in Western Oregon

What'’s happening

The Bonneville Power Administration is providing funds
to the City of Eugene to acquire a 120-acre parcel of land
called “Black Oak Basin” that will become part of a growing
network of conservation lands intended to provide
important and long-lasting habitat benefits for fish and
wildlife throughout the Willamette Valley. When the purchase
is complete, the City of Eugene will own and manage

the property and the U.S. government, through BPA, will
hold a conservation easement on the property in perpetuity.

BPA will also provide stewardship funds to the City of
Eugene for maintenance of the property. Stewardship
management may include, but is not limited to: public
outreach, site monitoring, habitat mapping, encroachment
monitoring, invasive species monitoring and control, and
annual maintenance of boundary fencing, signage or gates.

The property contains a mix of habitat types including:
oak woodlands, savanna grasslands, prairies and mixed
deciduous (oak-maple) forests. The conservation vision

is to restore the oak and prairie aspects of the site while
protecting the riparian buffers.

The Oregon Conservation Strategy species include, but
are not limited to: acorn woodpecker, willow flycatcher,
chipping sparrow and the western gray squirrel.

This property is adjacent to three other properties also
owned by the City of Eugene. Once combined, the
304-acre corridor will significantly contribute to the River
to Ridges Partnership vision.

Protecting this property will benefit many species including the Acorn
Woodpecker. Photo credit, National Audubon Society.

Where is this happening?

The property being acquired is located about one mile
east of Eugene in Lane County, Oregon. See the map on
the reverse side for the precise location.

Why is this happening?

Funding this acquisition partially fulfills commitments
outlined in the 2010 “Willamette River Basin Memorandum
of Agreement Regarding Wildlife Habitat Protection and
Enhancement between the State of Oregon and the
Bonneville Power Administration.” This is part of ongoing
efforts to mitigate impacts to fish and wildlife from the
construction and operation of federal flood control and
hydroelectric facilities in the Willamette River Basin.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you have any questions regarding this land purchase,
please feel free to contact the project manager,

Hannah Dondy-Kaplan, at 503-230-4071, or hadondy-
kaplan@bpa.gov. You can also call Communications toll
free at 800-622-4519. Please refer to the “Black Oak
Basin” project.
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