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WHAT IS CUSTOM PROJECT OPPORTUNITY COORDINATION?

State and federal grants for 
building improvements
•USDA Rural Development, Dept. of 
Commerce EE Grants, Idaho Rural 
Community Block Grants

State and local government 
building projects

•State buildings, City Halls, Court Houses

Public building 
projects

•Libraries, Fire Stations, Schools, 
Colleges/Universities

Federal building 
improvements

•GSA, Forest Service, USDA

Proactive monitoring of 
state and federal funding of 

building improvement 
projects
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Grant Opportunities
• When grant opportunities are identified, the 

information will be shared with utilities who may 
have eligible customers

• When grant recipient lists are released, we will 
screen the project for EE potential and the EER 
and CSE will notify the utility of the project and the 
EE potential
o BPA will only contact the utility, not the end-user

Building Improvement 
Projects

• When a new construction or building improvement 
project is identified, the EER and CSE will notify 
the utility of the project and the EE potential

HOW WILL IT AFFECT MY UTILITY AND CUSTOMERS?
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OK, THEN WHAT?

Will work with the utility and their customer to 
develop and submit a CPP and CR for the project 

If project has 
EE potential

The EER and CSE can assist the utility in 
determining potential energy savings and incentives

• Some grants cover the full project cost and 
cannot utilize utility incentives

• State and Federal construction projects 
typically do not want incentives

If utility agrees to 
support project

The CSE will coordinate, with the utility, to 
contact the customer or their representative

BPA EE CSE
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• Projects that do not need or want incentives still 
benefit from independent verification of energy 
savings

o Most state and federal grants require verification of 
energy savings after project completion

o Allows local government and publicly funded 
organizations to show the project resulted in actual 
energy savings

• Provides an opportunity for utility support of the 
project without any financial costs

• Utility reports the project to BPA as self-funded
even if no incentives were paid

NO INCENTIVE? WHY A CUSTOM PROJECT?

Independent 
verification

BPA 
support

Self-
funded 5



Erin Hope P.E.
EE Engineering Manager
ethope@bpa.gov
509-822-4587

Thank you!
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