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United States Government Department of Energy 

Bonneville Power Administration 

memorandum 
DATE: 

REPLY TO 
AnN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO : 

OCT I 4 2009 

KEP-4 

Environmental Clearance Memorandum 

Corinn Castro 
Project Manager - TELM-TPP-3 

Proposed Action: Replace spacer-dampers along the Lower Monumental-McNary No.1 500-kV 
Transmission Line 

Budget Information: Work Order # 00231069 

PP&A Project No.: PP&A 1335 

Categorical Exclusion Applied (from Subpart D, 10 C.F.R. Part 1021): B 1.3, Routine 
maintenance acti vi ties .. . for structures, rights-of-way, infrastructures such as roads, 
equipment. .. routine maintenance activities, corrective . ...are required to maintain . .. 
infrastructures ... in a condition suitable for a facility to be used for its designed purpose. 

Location: Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) proposes to replace spacer-dampers along the 
Lower Monumental - McNary NO.1 500 -kV Transmission Lines. The proposed project is located 
in Umatilla County, Oregon and Walla Walla County, Washington, within BPA's East Region. 

Proposed by: BPA 

Description of the Proposed Action: In order to provide continued system reliability, BPA 
proposes to replace old and worn spacer-dampers along approximately 70.8 miles of Lower 
Monumental-McNary No.1 500-kV Transmission Line . Manned aerial carts that ride on the 
tran smission line conductors will be used to change out the spacers. The carts will be placed on 
the transmission line by a helicopter before the line crews access the carts to perfonu the work. 
New spacers will be flown to the carts and deli vered by helicopter. Once the old spacers are 
changed, they will be picked up by helicopter and transported to a pickup area before being sent to 
a recycling center. The majority of the work will be above ground with minimal support from 
vehicles and crews on the ground. All vehicles will remain on existing access roads. All work 
will be in accordance with the National Electrical Safety Code and BPA standards. 

Findings: BPA has determined that the proposed action complies with Section 1021.410 and 
Appendix B of Subpart D of the Department of Energy (DOE) National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) Regulations (57 Fed. Reg. 1512.2, April 24, 1992). The proposed action does not 
present any extraordinary circumstances that may affect the significance of the environmental 
effects of the proposal. The proposal is not connected [40 C.F .R. 1508 .25 (a)(1 )] to other actions 
with potentially sign ificant impacts , is not related to other proposed actions with cumulatively 
signi ficant impacts [40 C.F .R. 1508.25 (a)(2)], and is not precluded by 40 C.F.R. 1506 .1 or 
10 C.F.R. 1021.211. Moreover, the proposed action would not (i) threaten a violation of 
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applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environm ent, safe ty, and health; (ii) 
require siting and construction or maj or expansion of waste storage, disposal , recovery, or 
treatment facilities ; (iii) di sturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or 
Comprehensive Environmental Response , Compensation and Liability Act-excl uded petroleum 
and natural gas products that pre-exist in the enviro nm ent such that there would be uncontrolled or 
unp ermitted releases; or (iv) adversely affect environmentally sens itive resources. 

With the actions identified on the attachment, this proposed ac tion meets the requirements for the 
Categori cal Exclus ion referenced above. We therefore determine that the proposed action may be 
categorically excluded from further NEPA rev iew and documentation. 

Sincerely, 

Date : ( ) .:.J-t IConcur: ~ 
Katherine S . Pierce
 
NEP A Compliance Officer
 

Attachments: 
Effects Determination for Threatened and Endangered Species 
C lackamas and Marion County Sp ecies Lists 
Environmental Checklist 

cc : 
G . Lynard - KEC-4 
L. Roberts - KEP-4 
P. Smith - KEP-4
 
C. Leiter - KEP /AMPN-2
 
K. Hutchinson - KEPR-WALLA WALLA
 
H. Adams - LC-7
 
Official File - KEP (EQ-15-l1 )
 

.IIJOWIJ1 i;;101l.)h :4 786 ; 10/512009 ( KEP·KEP-4.W:IE P\2009 FtL ESIEQ .I _- I l -Ca tcgoric al Exclusi on'Cx - Lower Monu rucnral- M r Nnry no I. doc) 
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Environmental Checklist for Categorical Exclusions 

Name of Proposed Project: 

Work Order #: 0023 1069 PP&A Project No.: PP&A 133_S:;.. _ 

Prepared by: John Wi l~'y Howi n r tOI1 R outing: KJ:P-4 Da te: 91 0/09 

T his project ha s been found to not adver sely affect th e following environ mentally sens itive resources, 
law s, and r egulations: 

E nv ironme ntal Resources 
. 0 

Adver se 
Effect 

1. Cu ltura l Resources [!] 
__~_ I ! _"Y?r.~ !i_~?y.e_ 8!? l!. J.:1 9. ~ i.t~ ~.~ W_~ ~ ~ ~. 9.i ~ ~~~ ~.a _n.<:. ~ :-: J:J ? ~.u.l! ~~~ ! .i .n:p_a. <:. ~s: _... 

2. T & E Species, or thei r habitat(s) 

. . 

1 n t\d"ers ' 
Effe I 

with cond itions 

D 
. . 

D 
_ 

3. F loo dp lains or wet lands D 

4. Areas of special des igna t ion D 

5. Hea lth & safety D 

6. Prime agric ultura l lands D 

7. Special sources of wa ter 

8. Co nsis tency wi th s tate an d local laws and regul ations 

[;] 

0 

o 
D 

9 . Po llu tion cont ro l at Federal faci lities D 

10. Other o o 


