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In reply refer to:  TEP-TPP-1 

 

To:  Parties interested in the Montana-to-Washington Transmission System Upgrade Project 

 

In April 2012, the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) started to prepare an environmental impact 

statement (EIS) on its proposed Montana-to-Washington Transmission System Upgrade Project (M2W 

Project).  The M2W Project includes proposed upgrades to parts of BPA’s existing transmission system in 

Montana, Idaho, and Washington (see enclosed map).  The M2W Project was proposed to increase 

available transmission capacity from BPA’s Garrison Substation in western Montana to power markets 

west of the Cascades.  This increase in capacity was needed in order for BPA to provide transmission 

service in response to requests from customers. 

 

In September 2014, BPA was informed that most of the transmission service requested by customers was 

no longer needed.  This change in circumstances eliminated almost all of the demand to increase available 

transmission capacity on this part of the system and the need for the M2W Project.  Accordingly, after a 

thorough examination of its obligations and fiscal responsibilities, BPA has decided to no longer pursue 

the proposed M2W Project.  BPA will not be conducting any further field studies for the M2W Project, 

will not issue a draft EIS for the M2W Project, and considers its NEPA review process complete. 

 

If in the future sufficient demand for transmission service between western Montana and power markets 

west of the Cascades emerges, BPA would consider at that time whether to initiate a new proposal for any 

transmission system upgrades that would be needed to accommodate these requests.  At that time, BPA 

would evaluate the transmission planning, design, and environmental review work that has already been 

completed for the M2W Project and determine what of that work could be used for the potential new 

proposal. 

 

For More Information - To see information, communications, and documents related to the M2W 

Project, go to BPA’s project website at:  www.bpa.gov/goto/M2W.  

 

If you have questions regarding the environmental process, please contact the environmental project lead, 

Kimberly St. Hilaire, at (503) 230-5361 or by e-mail at krsthilaire@bpa.gov.  If you have other questions 

or would like more project information, please call me, Amit Sinha, at (360) 619-6178 or e-mail me at 

axsinha@bpa.gov.  You can also reach us toll free at 1-800-282-3713. 

 

We appreciate your interest in this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ Amit Sinha 

 

Amit Sinha 

BPA Project Manager 

 

Enclosure: 

Project Map 
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