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Chapter 1
Purpose of and Need for Action

1.1 Introduction

The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is a federal agency that owns and operates more than
15,000 miles of high-voltage transmissions lines. The transmission lines move most of the Pacific
Northwest’s high-voltage power from facilities that generate the power to utility customers
throughout the region. BPA has a statutory obligation to ensure that its transmission system has
sufficient capability to serve its customers while maintaining a system that is safe and reliable. The
Federal Columbia River Transmission System Act directs BPA to construct the improvements,
additions, and replacements to its transmission system necessary to maintain electrical stability and
reliability, and to provide service to BPA’s customers (16 United States Code [USC] 838b(b-d)].

BPA is proposing to rebuild its 115-kilovolt* (kV) wood-pole Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line
and the BPA-owned portion of the 115-kV wood-pole Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line. The
lines are aging and require replacing wood-pole structures and other components of the
transmission line. The Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines currently
follow the 230-kV steel Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission line. At this time, BPA is not proposing
any work on the Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission line.

This environmental assessment (EA) was prepared for this proposal by BPA pursuant to regulations
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (42 USC 4321 et seq.), which requires
federal agencies to assess the impacts their actions may have on the environment. BPA prepared
this EA to determine if the project would cause impacts that would warrant preparing an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), or whether it is appropriate to prepare a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI).

1.2 Need for Action

BPA needs to take action to ensure the integrity and reliability of the existing aging Midway-Benton
No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines (see Figure 1-1). Most of the structures and
conductors on the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines now exceed
their service life. The Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line is located between BPA’s Midway and
Benton substations and the Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line is located between BPA’s Benton
Substation and Avista’s Othello Substation. BPA owns, operates, and maintains the first 11 miles of
the Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line after it leaves the Benton Substation. The Midway-
Benton No. 1 and the BPA-owned portion of the Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines are located

! Technical terms that are in bold, italicized typeface are defined in Chapter 6, “Glossary and Acronyms.”
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Chapter 1
Purpose of and Need for Action

in Benton County, Washington, on the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) “Hanford Site,”
(Figure 1-1).

Both transmission lines are old, physically worn, and structurally unsound in places. The Midway-
Benton No. 1 transmission line helps serve Franklin County Public Utility District (PUD) and the
Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line serves Avista Utilities.

These transmission lines were originally built in the 1940s. In general, wood poles for transmission
lines are expected to have a service life of 55 to 60 years, at which point they are usually replaced
due to age, rot, and other deterioration. Most of the structures on the Midway-Benton No. 1 and
Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines now exceed their service life. The poor condition of the
existing transmission lines creates risks to public and worker safety and may lead to outages that
would adversely affect power deliveries to BPA’s customers in eastern Washington. Further, the
existing conductors on both transmission lines do not meet current BPA standards. The existing
conductors on Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines are made from
copper, and the hardware for this type of conductor is no longer available.

1.3 Purposes of Action

Purposes are defined here as goals to be achieved while meeting the need for the proposed project
(collectively, Proposed Action or the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative). BPA has identified the following
purposes that it will use to evaluate the alternatives:

e Meet transmission system public safety and reliability standards set by the National
Electrical Safety Code (NESC);

e Continue to meet BPA’s contractual and statutory obligations;
e Minimize environmental impacts; and

e Demonstrate cost-effectiveness.

1.4 Cooperating Agencies

The proposed project would be located entirely on the Hanford Site. The project would cross the
Central Hanford Area, which is managed by the DOE, and the Hanford Reach National Monument,
which is managed jointly by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and DOE. BPA has an
easement for the existing rights-of-way (ROWs), but those portions of the Proposed Action not
located within an existing BPA ROW would require a new easement. Because all alternatives would
be located on lands managed by DOE’s Richland Operations Office (DOE-RL), the EA will also be used
by DOE-RL as part of its NEPA review regarding the decision of whether or not to grant a new
easement.

1-2 Midway-Benton No. 1 Transmission Line Rebuild Project
Preliminary Environmental Assessment
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Chapter 1
Purpose of and Need for Action

1.5 Public Involvement

BPA conducted public outreach for the proposed project through various means, including providing
notice of the project, the environmental process, and opportunities to comment. On November 14,
2011, BPA sent an initial letter to public interest groups, local governments, tribes, and State and
federal agencies notifying them of the proposed project and upcoming survey activities and
providing contact information. The letter explained the Proposed Action, the environmental
process, and how to comment during the Preliminary EA scoping period.

BPA also created a website specifically for the project where people can access current information
about the Proposed Action and environmental review process
(www.bpa.gov/go/midwaybentonrebuild). BPA posted the initial public letter described above on
this website and considered all comments in this analysis.

Five written comments were received about the Proposed Action during the scoping period. The
comments concerned the following issues:

e Additional information about proposed replacement components and need,;

e Purpose of not removing access roads across Gable Mountain and Gable Butte;

e Biological resources, including raptors, sage grouse leks, and sensitive botanical species;
e  Cultural resources, including Gable Mountain, Gable Butte, and ethnobotany; and

e ROW herbicide use.

A list of all interested parties is included in Chapter 5. The public scoping comments can be viewed
in their entirety at the following website: www.bpa.gov/comment.

BPA identified five American Indian tribes that have a potential interest in the proposed project,
based on their historic or current use of the land in the general vicinity of the transmission lines: the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Indian Reservation, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Reservation (CTUIR), Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Nez Perce Tribe, and
Wanapum Band.

In 2005 and 2010, BPA received letters from the Nez Perce Tribe, Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation, and CTUIR requesting that BPA remove transmission facilities from Gable Mountain
and Gable Butte. As a result of those requests, BPA is considering the Proposed Action, as discussed
further in Chapter 2, which would remove the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line from

Gable Mountain and Gable Butte. BPA has met with representatives of the CTUIR, Confederated
Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Nez Perce Tribe, and Wanapum Band’s cultural resources
staff on multiple occasions to discuss cultural resources concerns and to identify impact-
minimization measures for project-related activities on Gable Mountain and Gable Butte. BPA also
solicited comments from tribal representatives, which were used to shape the cultural resource field
investigation and project mitigation described in Chapter 3, Section 3.8 of this EA.

BPA also spoke with regional USFWS and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW)
representatives in addition to DOE-RL staff to discuss methods to minimize impacts on special-
status and sensitive fish, wildlife, and plant species. Outreach included review of the project’s

1-4 Midway-Benton No. 1 Transmission Line Rebuild Project
Preliminary Environmental Assessment
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biological field survey and analysis plan and discussions about known sensitive species locations and
minimization measures.

Further, BPA shared a copy of the project’s biological field survey and analysis plan and met with
representatives from the CTUIR Department of Science and Engineering to discuss the proposed
project, including biological field survey and restoration methods. BPA received draft comments on
the biological field survey and analysis plan from the CTUIR Department of Science and Engineering
that indicated they do not agree with DOE-RL’s approach to the management of certain plant
communities (Level | vegetation, see Section 3.4.1). The CTUIR believes that impacts to Level | plant
communities should be minimized similar to areas with a higher level of concern (i.e., Levels I, lll, or
IV, see Section 3.4.1). BPA acknowledges the differing views and has sought to minimize disturbance
to Level | areas, as practical. However, the project is located on lands managed by DOE-RL and BPA
will follow the guidance and measures outlined in the Hanford Site Biological Resources
Management Plan (DOE-RL 2001), as applicable. Additional draft comments received from the
CTUIR Department of Science and Engineering on the biological field survey and restoration
methods, such as impacts associated with fire or soil seed banks, are addressed as appropriate in
this EA. BPA addressed the scoping and biological study plan comments in appropriate sections in
the EA as applicable. BPA is releasing this Preliminary EA for review and comment. The Preliminary
EA is posted on the BPA project website. During the review period, BPA will accept comments via
email, letter, or telephone. After considering comments received during the Preliminary EA review
period, the EA will be revised, if necessary, and will then be finalized with a decision on how to
proceed.
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Chapter 2
Proposed Action and Alternatives

This chapter describes the Proposed Action (Reroute Alternative), the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative,
the No Action Alternative, and alternatives considered but eliminated from detailed study. This
chapter also compares the Proposed Action and alternatives and provides a summary of their
potential environmental impacts.

2.1 Overview of the Proposed Action and Alternatives

BPA is proposing to replace the approximately 28.2-mile-long, 115-kV Midway-Benton No. 1
transmission line and approximately 11 miles of the 115-kV Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line
(Figure 1-1). Both transmission lines are located on lands managed by the DOE-RL as part of the
Hanford Site and the Hanford Reach National Monument in Benton County, Washington.

Table 2-1 provides a summary of the required components for the Proposed Action and the Rebuild-
in-Place Alternatives. The activities proposed under each of the alternatives (including the No Action
Alternative), are described in detail in the remaining sections of this chapter.

BPA is considering three alternatives:

e The Proposed Action (Reroute Alternative): BPA would rebuild the Midway-Benton No. 1
transmission line within the existing ROW, except for an approximately 14.5-mile-long
reroute. The transmission line would be relocated south of the existing line ROW to avoid
sensitive cultural features (see Figure 1-1 and Table 2-1). BPA would remove the
corresponding segment of the existing Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line. The entire
Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines would be rebuilt within the existing ROW.

e The Rebuild-in-Place Alternative: BPA would rebuild within the existing ROWs both the
Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines (see Figure 1-1 and
Table 2-1).

e The No Action Alternative: BPA would not rebuild either transmission line and would
continue to operate and maintain both of the deteriorating lines.
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Table 2-1. Action Alternatives Summary

Action Alternatives

Specification Proposed Action Rebuild-in-
(Reroute Place
Alternative) Alternative
ROW
Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line 28.2 27.9
Length (miles) Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line 11.0 11.0
Scooteney Tap Transmission Line 0.8 —
100 (rerouted segment); 100 to 300
ROW Width (feet) 100 to 300 (existing ROW (existing ROW
segments) segments)
New ROW (miles) 14.5 0
Abandoned ROW (miles)2 14.2 0
Structures
Wood-pole Structures Removed and Not Replaced in Same Location 102 1
(number)3
Wood, Two-Pole Suspension 114 0
Wood-pole Structures
in New Location Wood, Three-Pole Angle or Dead-End 12 0
(number)*
TOTAL 126 0
Wood-pole Structures Wood, Two-Pole Suspension7 207 302
Replace.d in Wood, Three-Pole Angle or Dead-End 5 8
Approximately Same
Location (number)®® TOTAL 212 310
Total Structures 338 310
Structure Height Aboveground (feet) 55t0 100 55 to 100
Access Roads® (miles)
New Roads 2.8 1.3
Improved Roads 311 33.8
Total Length 33.9 35.1

! Includes new ROW associated with the Reroute Alternative and the Scooteney Tap transmission line.

% Transmission line structures would be removed and the previously-maintained ROW would be restored to natural

condition. While the ROW would be restored, BPA would retain the ROW in the abandonment sections.

® One structure removed and not replaced would be located along the Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line. All other
structures removed and not replaced would be located along the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line.
* Includes structures along the Scooteney Tap and Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission lines.

5 . . .
Poles replaced in same location as previously constructed.

® Includes replacement structures associated with Midway-Benton No. 1, Scooteney Tap, and Benton-Othello No. 1

transmission lines.

7 A wood, single-pole structure on the Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line would be replaced with a two-pole

structure.

8 Access roads include all roads constructed or improved by BPA for the project. This distance does not include public or
paved DOE-RL Hanford roads or roads that would not require improvement.
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The Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would include the following activities:

e Construction of new access roads;

e Improvement of some existing access roads;

e Establishment of temporary material storage and staging yards for storage of materials;
e Removal of existing structures and conductors;

o Installation of replacement structures and associated components;

e Construction of a tap (Scooteney Tap);

e Establishment of pulling and tensioning sites;

e |Installation of conductors, ground wire, and counterpoise; and

e Revegetation of areas disturbed by construction activities.

To facilitate the discussion of individual components of the Proposed Action and the Rebuild-in-
Place Alternative in this EA, the project has been divided into four segments (Segments 1 through 4),
as detailed in Table 2-2 and shown on Figure 2-1.

Table 2-2. Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 Transmission Line Segments.

Number of Proposed T
. : X Rebuild-in-
Segment | First and Last New or Length in Action
1 ; Place
Number Structure Replaced Miles (Reroute .
; Alternative
Structures Alternative)
1 Midway-Benton 27 3.5 Remove existing structures and rebuild
1/1to 4/4 in place
2 Midway-Benton 126 (including 14.5 (Midway- Construct No construction
(Reroute) 4/5 to 19/2 Scooteney Tap Benton) structures in new activities
transmission 0.8 (Scooteney Tap locations
line) transmission line)
3 Midway-Benton 101 14.2 Remove existing Remove existing
4/5 to 18/4 structures; structures and
existing structure structures are not rebuild in place
numbering2 replaced
4 Midway-Benton 185 10.2° Remove existing structures and rebuild
19/3 to 31/1 in place
Benton-Othello
1/1to 11/7
Notes:

! Each Benton-Othello No. 1 structure is designated a unique number based on the distance from the Benton
Substation (the designated state point), and each Midway-Benton No. 1 structure is designated by a unique number
based on the distance from the Midway Substation and the number of structures within a given mile. For example, in
the first mile from the Midway Substation, the first structure is designated as structure 1/1 and the second structure is
structure 1/2. The first structure in the second mile is numbered structure 2/1.

>The existing structure numbering is only used in the context of Segment 3 in this EA. Further, because the Proposed
Action and the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative are different lengths, the structure numbers differ in the segments
between structure 14/4 of the existing ROW and the Benton Substation. For example, structure 4/5 of the current
alignment (Segment 3) is located in a different location than structure 4/5 of the rerouted segment (Segment 2).In
Segment 4, structure 18/5 of the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative is the same as structure 19/3 of the Proposed Action.
A portion of the Benton-Othello No. 1 that would be replaced extends 0.8 mile into Segment 3, so that the total
length of the Benton-Othello No. 1 that would be replaced is 11 miles. For analysis purposes, the structures within this
0.8 mile length are considered to be within Segment 4.
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2.2 Proposed Action—Reroute Alternative

2.2.1 Transmission Line Route and ROW

Under the Proposed Action, the following actions are proposed (see Table 2-2 and Figure 2-1):

e |n Segment 1, existing structures along 3.5 miles of the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission
line would be removed and rebuilt in place.

e In Segment 2, the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line would be relocated along an
approximately 14.5-mile-long reroute that would parallel DOE-RL’s 230-kV transmission line
that crosses the Hanford Site and runs a maximum of approximately 1.6 miles south of the
existing ROW. On the east end of the reroute, Segment 2 would parallel a communication
line for about 0.9 mile. Segment 2 also includes a 0.8-mile extension of the Scooteney Tap
transmission line.

e InSegment 3, existing structures along 14.2 miles of the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission
line would be removed and not replaced.

e InSegment 4, existing structures of 11 miles of the Midway-Benton No. 1 and 10.8 miles of
the adjacent Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines would be rebuilt in place to the
Benton Substation.

The rebuilt line would total approximately 28.2 miles, which is about 0.3 mile longer than the
existing ROW. Figures 2-2 and 2-3 are representative of the existing transmission lines ROWs within
selected project segments.

The portions of the Proposed Action deviating from the existing Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission
line ROW would be located entirely within the Hanford Site. For those rerouted portions of Midway-
Benton No. 1 transmission line that would follow the DOE-RL ROW, the project centerline would
typically be located approximately 112.5 feet from the DOE-RL transmission line’s centerline. The
Proposed Action’s centerline would be offset approximately 75 feet south of the communication
line. In all locations where the Proposed Action would deviate from the existing Midway-Benton

No. 1 transmission line ROW, BPA would use a new 100-foot-wide ROW.

The Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line rebuild portion of the Proposed Action would not
deviate from its existing ROW.

Under the Proposed Action, approximately 0.8 mile of new transmission line, called the Scooteney
Tap transmission line, would extend from the existing Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line ROW
to the Proposed Action ROW. The proposed ROW along the Scooteney Tap transmission line would
be 100 feet wide.
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2.2.2 Access Roads

Most proposed locations for structure removal and installation are already accessible from existing
roads, some of which were built specifically for BPA use while others were built by DOE-RL for use
on the Hanford Site to access facilities and for other purposes. Approximately 2.8 miles of new
access roads would be constructed within Segments 2 and 4 of the Proposed Action to provide
suitable access for transmission line equipment. Approximately 31.1 miles of existing road
improvements within Segments 1, 2 and 4 also would be required. Construction or improvement of
access roads could involve vegetation clearing and grubbing; grading, shaping, and compacting road
surfaces and turnouts; placing road base rock; and installing drainage and erosion control features.
New access roads constructed and access road improvements made under the Proposed Action
would remain during operation and maintenance. Most roads would be constructed to a finished
width of 14 feet, although some areas could be wider to allow vehicles to negotiate road curves or
bends. The analysis in this EA assumes a potential disturbance width of 20 feet.

Two existing gates could be replaced along the access roads to discourage unauthorized access to
the transmission line corridor.

Under the Proposed Action, BPA does not plan to improve existing access roads to remove
structures in Segment 3 (including the Gable Butte and Gable Mountain areas). If road conditions
deteriorate prior to or during construction, limited portions of the access roads may require rocking
(laying down crushed rock to provide a stable driving surface). Because BPA would still maintain the
Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission line in this segment, the existing access roads would be left in
place and any rocking necessary due to road deterioration would remain for operation and
maintenance.

2.2.3 Transmission Line Structures

In general, the wood-pole structures would be replaced with structures of essentially the same
design, either two-pole or three-pole structures, and with similar structural components

(i.e., structure cross arms, insulators, and dampers). All new wood structures would have the same
general appearance but would vary in size depending on their function. The heights of the new
structures would be approximately 10 feet taller than existing structures, although structure heights
at particular locations would depend on factors such as terrain and the length of the span. This
increase in structure height would be required to maintain the minimum conductor to ground
clearance standards. Due to the increased conductor size the transmission line would sag more,
which would require an increased structure height.

For the Proposed Action, most of the replacement structures would be two-pole suspension
structures (321), while 17 would be three-pole angle or dead end structures (see Table 2-1). Most of
the proposed structures would be two-pole suspension structures (Figure 2-4), which are used in
straight alignments or where turning angles between structures are generally less than 15 degrees.
Only two poles are used because the structures do not need to withstand the stresses created by
angles in the conductor.
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Angle structures (Figure 2-4) would be located at points where the line changes direction, generally
at angles of 15 degrees or greater. Dead-end structures (Figure 2-4) would be placed at intervals
along the transmission line to independently carry the weight and tension of the conductors. Dead-
end structures could be used on a straight alignment, at angles greater than 15 degrees, or on very
long spans such as river crossings. The dead-end structures would be anchored using guy wires with
steel plate guy wire anchors that would be installed underground to provide extra support and
stability.

Conductors, Overhead Ground wire, and Counterpoise

Conductors

Alternating current transmission lines, like the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1
transmission lines, require three conductors to make a complete circuit. Insulators keep conductors
a safe distance from other parts of the structure and prevent electricity in the conductors from
moving to other conductors, the structure, or the ground.

The existing conductors on Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines do
not meet current standards. The existing conductors on Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello
No. 1 transmission lines are made from copper, and the hardware for this type of conductor is no
longer available. The proposed conductors would be made of steel and would have a higher
electrical capacity than the existing conductors.

The conductors on the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines would be
removed and new ones would be attached using ceramic insulators. BPA proposes to replace the
existing 0.65-inch-diameter conductors on each line with new, larger 0.95-inch-diameter
conductors. The new conductors would be more reflective than the existing conductors for a few
years after installation, until the wires naturally weather and dull.

Overhead Ground wire

Overhead 0.38-inch-diameter ground wire would be attached to the top of structures along the
Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line within 0.5 miles of each substation. Overhead ground wire is
currently located along the Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission line within 0.5 miles of the Benton
Substation and would be replaced. If a structure or overhead ground wire is struck by lightning,
electricity is routed to the grounding down leads and/or counterpoise.

Counterpoise

A system of underground wires, or “counterpoise,” is attached to all structures where overhead
ground wire is present for lightning protection. The wires are laid out within the ROW horizontally
from each structure and buried in the ground. Typically, counterpoise is buried in a trench
measuring approximately 30 inches deep by 24 inches wide by 15 feet to 100 feet long excavated by
a small backhoe or trenching device.

Facilities Associated with Scooteney Tap Transmission Line

The Scooteney Tap transmission line currently connects to the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission
line. As part of the Proposed Action, BPA would extend the Scooteney Tap Transmission Line to
connect to the proposed rerouted portion of the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line. The
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Scooteney Tap transmission line would be extended by 7 structures (0.8 mile) and connecting
facilities (disconnect switches, switch platforms, and other connecting equipment) would be
constructed at the new Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line ROW. An approximately 200-foot by
100-foot area would be required for installation of three disconnect switches. The disconnect
switches would sit on an approximately 20-foot-tall, four-legged platform. A 12-foot by 8-foot area
would be occupied by the platform. An additional 4-foot by 12-foot platform would be installed at
ground level for each disconnect switch.

2.2.4 Operation and Maintenance

Operation and maintenance of the rebuilt transmission lines would be essentially the same as is
done now for the existing lines, though a portion of the routine operation and maintenance
activities would occur in new ROW. The lines would continue to operate at 115 kV and BPA would
conduct routine, periodic inspections and maintenance. A typical maintenance activity on wood
structures is insulator replacement. Although emergency repairs may also be needed, the rebuilt
line would likely require emergency maintenance less frequently and on a smaller scale than
currently required.

2.2.5 Waste Management

Solid waste and fuels or oils generated during construction would be disposed of in accordance with
federal, State, and local requirements. Removed transmission line components, including poles,
conductors, and other hardware, would be staged in material yards within the Hanford Site.
Components would be inspected for radiological contamination by DOE-RL. Upon notification that
materials are free of contamination, the materials would be recycled or disposed of off-site. In the
unlikely event that materials are found to be contaminated, BPA would coordinate with DOE-RL to
identify the appropriate treatment and disposal methods.

2.2.6 Vegetation Management

Vegetation Management during Construction Activities

Due to the vegetation types present in the existing and proposed ROWs (e.g., sage brush [Artemisia
tridentata], cheatgrass [Bromus tectorum]), large mowers or brush cutters (i.e., brush hogs) would
be used to remove vegetation from access road prism, access road shoulders, and work areas during
construction activities (see Section 2.4 for further description of workspace dimensions). These
vegetation clearing activities would be limited to those areas (e.g., around structures, stringing
areas, access roads) where construction equipment and vehicles would require access for
construction. The entire ROW would not be cleared of vegetation. In some areas where a mower or
brush cutter would not accomplish needed clearing due to vegetation type or topography, an
excavator could be used to remove the smaller shrubs growing along or within the workspaces or
access roads. Soil disturbance and removal would be minimized as much as possible during
vegetation removal.

With the exception of permanent road surfaces and, potentially, the area around some structures
where soil types or terrain would require the addition of rock, areas disturbed by construction
activities would be reseeded with a native seed mix or a seed mix agreed upon with DOE-RL. The
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original grade and drainage patterns in sensitive areas (i.e., areas containing sensitive vegetation or
cultural resources) would be restored to the extent possible.

Vegetation Management during Operation and Maintenance

Vegetation would be cleared periodically during ongoing operation and maintenance to maintain
access to structures, control noxious weeds, and keep vegetation at a safe distance from the
conductors. Based on the extent of vegetation types within the existing and proposed ROWs, it is
not anticipated that trees would need to be cleared. Depending on the height and location, some
large, mature sagebrush may need to be removed to ensure safe operation of the transmission
lines. Vegetation management would be guided by the program identified in BPA’s Transmission
System Vegetation Management Program Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) / Record of
Decision (ROD) (BPA 2000). The BPA vegetation management program includes ongoing consultation
with landowners or land managers and others concerning vegetation management activities. As part
of BPA’s consultation with landowners and managers, BPA would also adhere to vegetation
management measures outlined in the Hanford Site Biological Resources Management Plan (DOE-RL
2001) and the DOE-RL Final Environmental Assessment for Integrated Vegetation Management of
the Hanford Site, Richland, WA (Integrated Vegetation Management EA) (DOE-RL 2011), as
applicable. Vegetation management methods could include manual methods (e.g., hand pulling,
clipping, and using chainsaws), mechanical methods (e.g., using roller-choppers and brush hogs),
and/or chemical methods (herbicide use).

2.3 Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

2.3.1 Transmission Line Route and ROW

Under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, the existing transmission lines would be rebuilt in place in
Segments 1, 3, and 4 (see Table 2-2). No work would occur in Segment 2. Specifically, under the
Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines
would be rebuilt within existing ROWs and at the same general structure locations (see Table 2-1).
The Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would remain adjacent to the existing Midway-Benton No. 2
transmission line. The existing ROWSs are 100-300 feet wide, depending on location.

2.3.2 Access Roads

No new access roads would be required in Segments 1 or 3. As with the Proposed Action,
approximately 1.3 miles of new access road would be constructed in Segment 4 and approximately
33.8 miles of existing access roads would require improvements in Segments 1 and 4. Unlike the
Proposed Action, the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would require 16.8 miles of access road
improvements in Segment 3 along Gable Mountain and Gable Butte. Construction activities and
equipment for improvement or construction would be the same as described for the Proposed
Action. Road widths also would be the same as described for the Proposed Action, as well as the
number of gates that would be installed.
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2.3.3 Transmission Line Structures

The wood-pole structures that would be used for the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be the
same type as described for the Proposed Action (see Section 2.2.3). For the Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative, the existing wood structures would be replaced in-kind with structures of essentially the
same design—two-pole or three-pole—and with the same structural components (see

Section 2.2.3). Most of the replacement structures would be two-pole suspension structures (302),
while eight would be three-pole angle or dead end structures (see Table 2-1).

Conductors, Overhead Ground wire, and Counterpoise

Conductors

As with the Proposed Action, existing conductors on the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello
No. 1 transmission lines would be removed and replaced with new, larger 0.95-inch-diameter
conductors and ceramic insulators for the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative.

Overhead Ground wire

Overhead ground wire would be attached to structures along the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-
Othello No. 1 transmission lines within 0.5 mile of the Midway and Benton substations for lightening
protection (the same as the Proposed Action).

Counterpoise

Counterpoise installed under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be the same as the Proposed
Action.

Facilities Associated with the Scooteney Tap Transmission Line

Under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, disconnects, switches, and associated facilities would be
added where the Scooteney Tap transmission line intersects the Midway-Benton No. 1 ROW. Three
structures for the Scooteney Tap transmission line would be replaced.

2.3.4 Operation and Maintenance

Operation and maintenance of the rebuilt transmission lines would be the same as is done now for
the existing lines and would be the same as described for the Proposed Action (see Section 2.2.4).

2.3.5 Waste Management

Solid waste, fuels or oils, and structure components would be disposed in the same manner as
described in Section 2.2.5. Waste would be disposed of in accordance with federal, State, local, and
DOE-RL requirements.

2.3.6 Vegetation Management

Vegetation management during construction, operation, and maintenance would be the same as
that described under the Proposed Action (see Section 2.2.6).
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2.4 Construction Activities

The schedule for construction of the proposed project depends on the completion and outcome of
the environmental review process. If one of the action alternatives is implemented, construction
would likely begin in October 2012 with construction activities completed in April 2013. The general
construction sequence for both action alternatives would first include removal of structures,
conductors, ground wire, and counterpoise. This work would be followed by installation of
structures and/or replacement of the existing transmission line along the Midway-Benton No. 1
transmission line ROW (see Figure 2-1). Replacement of structures along the Benton-Othello No. 1
transmission line would occur at the same time as the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line
replacement.

2.4.1 Access Road Work

As described above, roadway improvements and reconstruction would be needed along both the
Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines. Road improvement and new
construction work would occur prior to and during structure removal and replacement.

2.4.2 Establishment of Staging Areas

Staging areas would be used to store and stockpile new and removed materials as well as other
construction-related equipment. The size of the staging areas would be based on the types of sites
available for lease and the size needed to accommodate materials and equipment. Each staging area
could be up to 10 acres in size. Staging areas would be established within 10 miles of the
transmission line, if possible, to minimize travel. Staging areas are generally existing large, level,
paved sites in commercial or industrial areas. At this time, BPA has identified seven potential staging
areas located on the Hanford Site. All of the potential staging areas would be located in existing
gravel extraction areas and previously disturbed areas.

If the construction contractor identifies additional potential staging areas prior to construction, BPA
would complete required site-specific environmental reviews when the locations were determined.
Typically, additional staging areas would be located in previously disturbed areas.

2.4.3 Removal of Existing Structures

The conductors and overhead ground wire would be removed by reeling the wires onto large spools
using a large truck called a puller. The puller would be set up with empty reels to hold the old
conductors as the conductors are reeled in. When removed, the old conductors would be inspected
as required by DOE-RL for contamination and, if needed, treated, or delivered to a metal salvage
location to be recycled.

In those areas where poles would not be replaced in the same location (i.e., Segment 3 under the
Proposed Action), structure removal would involve removing the conductor and ground wire and
then excavating around the structure base and either cutting the pole below ground level or fully
removing the pole. Pole removal methods would be determined based on site-specific conditions
and as discussed with DOE-RL, interested tribes, and other interested parties,
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Full removal of existing structures would use a boom crane to pull the structures out of the ground.
Removed poles would be hauled from the removal site using a line truck or helicopter. Some
vegetation in the ROW might need to be cleared or mowed to allow equipment and machinery to
access the structures (see Sections 2.2.6 and 2.3.6). No trees would be removed. If the structure is
cut below ground level, a portion of the structure would remain in the ground. The pole would fall
to the ground and the pole would be rolled to a flatbed truck, moved by a boom crane to a flatbed
truck, or removed from the removal site via helicopter. For those structures containing guy wires,
guy wires and anchors would either be fully removed or the guy wires would be cut slightly below
the ground. All removed poles would be staged in material yards in Hanford and the removed poles
would be inspected as required by DOE-RL for contamination and, if needed, treated or hauled off-
site for disposal.

Structure removal would typically require a 50-foot by 50-foot area to stage equipment and conduct
the pole cutting or pulling. Additional lands could be temporarily affected where the pole would be
allowed to drop after being cut or pulled and would be dragged or rolled to nearby vehicles for
removal, which could cause some additional vegetation disturbance.

Construction equipment used for removing and installing the wood structures and other structure
components, as described further below, would include boom cranes, graders, line trucks, flatbed
trucks, chainsaws, helicopter(s), augers (for drilling holes), backhoes, pullers, tensioners, mowers
(roller-choppers), and brush cutters (brush hogs). All trucks and equipment would be restricted to
operating within the access roads and work areas established for either the Proposed Action or the
Rebuild-in-Place Alternative.

2.4.4 Installation of Replacement or New Structures

New wood structures would be brought to the
structure sites from the staging areas by flatbed truck.
Where new wood structures would be installed, the
hole would be drilled with an auger to a depth of
approximately 10 feet. Blasting could be required in
some locations where bedrock is present. Blasting
would not occur near sensitive cultural features or in
wetlands.

In direct pole replacement locations (Segments 1 and 4
under both alternatives and Segment 3 under the
Rebuild-in-Place Alternative), all wood structures would
be replaced and the structure components (cross arms,
insulators, and dampers) would be replaced. Wood
structures would typically be installed in the same
ground holes from which the existing structures were
removed. The existing holes would be re-drilled to a
depth of approximately 10 feet using an auger on a drill
rig. In some locations, depending on site conditions, the
hole might require shifting to a new location.

Photo 1: A wood structure being installed.
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The new poles would be lifted by crane into position and placed into the holes (Photo 1), which
would be backfilled with excavated material and gravel, as required. At most structure sites, any
additional soil removed by the auger (Photo 2) that was not used for backfilling would be spread
evenly around the structure base for stability. At structure sites in sensitive areas, such as in areas
containing sensitive vegetation or cultural resources, the soil disturbed by the augur would be
removed from the site and disposed of in an appropriate fill or waste disposal site.

If existing guy wires at a structure site
needed to be replaced, a hole would be
excavated at the guy wire anchor and the
existing guy wire would be cut below
ground level. Depending on the location,
the underground guy wire anchor would be
left in place or removed. Holes for any new
guy wire anchors would be dug using a
backhoe. A new guy wire anchor would be
set in crushed rock, and the remainder of
the guy wire anchor hole would be
backfilled with material from the site.

. Photo 2: An auger in use attached to a drill rig.
Most two-pole suspension structures could

disturb an area up to 50 feet by 100 feet per structure (about 0.1 acre). The disturbance area for
replacement or new installation of a three-pole structure could be approximately 100 feet by
100 feet (approximately 0.2 acre). Disturbance areas would be reduced to 50 feet by 50 feet (less
than 0.1 acre), where possible, in sensitive areas. Staking or flagging would be installed in work
areas to restrict vehicle and equipment access to designated routes and work areas.

2.4.5 Installation of Conductors, Ground wire, and Counterpoise

After structures are constructed, conductors would be strung between the structures and then

pulled to the proper tension with a tensioner. The counterpoise wires and ground rods would then

be installed. To string the conductor, a sock line (usually a rope) would be strung through all the

structures. This would be done either by hand or using a helicopter. The sock line would be
connected to a hard line (typically a small,
stranded steel wire) that would be connected
to the new conductor and pulled through the
structures.

When in place, the new conductor would be
tensioned and sagged in place and securely
clipped into all the structures. The tensioner is
a large piece of equipment with multiple reels
through which a new conductor is fed to
obtain proper tension (Photo 3). A pulling and
tensioning site would be located about every 2
to 4 miles. The tensioner would occupy less
than 0.1 acre (20-foot by 100-foot workspace).

Photo 3: A tensioner pulling conductor.
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The tensioner workspace would require mowing and may require light blading, depending on the
terrain.

Pulling and tensioning of the proposed lines also may require snubs, which are wood poles buried in
trenches about 8 feet deep by 4 feet wide by 12 feet long located in the ROW and connected to the
end of the conductor to resist the tension on the conductor. After the conductor is pulled through
the structures and before it is strung under tension, it is tied off on the snub. These trenches for the
snubs would be backfilled after completion of construction. The appropriate locations for pulling
sites and snubs would be determined by the construction contractor using environmental and land
use information provided by BPA and sensitive areas would be avoided where practicable. If the
pulling sites are identified outside of the ROW, additional surveys for cultural resources and/or flora
and fauna would be conducted for those sites.

Counterpoise wire and ground rods would be installed. The counterpoise wires would be buried at
the base of the structure, extending from the wood structures approximately 6 to 18 inches to the
location where 0.6-inch-diameter ground rod would be installed. Ground rods typically measure

10 feet in length and would be placed entirely underground in a vertical orientation. The placement
of counterpoise wires could be adjusted to avoid sensitive areas, if needed. The wires would be
buried approximately 30 inches below the ground surface using a small backhoe. In areas where
bedrock is at or near the ground surface, the wires would be laid on the surface and buried with
loose aggregate.

2.4.6 Installation of Facilities Associated with the Scooteney Tap
Transmission Line

BPA would install disconnect switches within the rerouted (Proposed Action) or existing (Rebuild-in-

Place Alternative) Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line ROW to connect the new conductor to
the Scooteney Tap transmission line.

2.5 No Action Alternative

Under the No Action Alternative, BPA would not rebuild transmission lines and would continue to
operate and maintain the existing Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission
lines. Construction activities associated with the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
would not occur. It is reasonable to expect that as the line structures continue to fail intermittently,
the ability of BPA to provide reliable electric service to its customers in the area would be adversely
affected and the same safety concerns that prompted the Proposed Action or the Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative would persist.

ROW vegetation management would continue under the No Action Alternative. Further, BPA would
continue to attempt to maintain the existing lines as their aged and rotting wood structures and
cross arms further deteriorate. Because of the condition of lines, it is likely that the No Action
Alternative would result in more frequent and more disruptive maintenance activities within the
corridor than under the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative. It might be possible to plan
some of this maintenance, but it is expected that the majority of repairs would occur on an
emergency basis as various parts of the line continue to deteriorate. Access road improvements or
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construction may be required under the No Action Alternative to allow access to the structures for
these planned and unplanned maintenance activities. These activities could impact vegetation,
wildlife, and soils from emergency repair activities, and any downed lines resulting from structure
failures would have a high potential for causing fires in the vicinity of the downed line.

2.6 Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from
Detailed Study

Several tribes, including the CTUIR, Nez Perce Tribe, and Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation requested that both the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission
lines be relocated away from Gable Mountain and Gable Butte. As described above, BPA has
proposed under the Proposed Action to remove the portion of the Midway-Benton No. 1
transmission line that crosses over or is adjacent to Gable Mountain and Gable Butte. The Midway-
Benton No. 2 transmission line is a 230-kV steel lattice line that was constructed in the 1970s. As
such, the Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission line is still within the normal operational life span and
is not in need of replacement. While BPA recognizes the sacredness of Gable Mountain, as described
further in Section 3.8, the relocation of Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission line while it is still
operational would result in increased costs for BPA and its customers. Further, relocation may result
in transferring impacts of the transmission line to other sensitive resources in the general area. The
relocation of Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission line is outside of the scope of this EA and would
not meet the need or purposes discussed in Chapter 1 (see Sections 1.2 and 1.3). As such, BPA does
not propose to relocate the Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission line at this time.

2.7 Comparison of Alternatives

Table 2-3 summarizes the purposes of the Proposed Action (see Sections 1. 3) and compares the
potential for the Proposed Action, Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, and No Action Alternative to meet
those purposes. A detailed analysis of the environmental impacts of the Proposed Action, Rebuild-
in-Place Alternative, and No Action Alternative is presented in Chapter 3 and is summarized in
Table 2-4.
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Table 2-3. Comparison of the Action Alternatives and No Action Alternative

Action Alternatives

Purpose Proposed Action Rebuild-in-Place No Action Alternative
(Reroute Alternative) Alternative
Meet Rebuilt transmission lines would | Same as Proposed Action While the existing

transmission
system public

continue to operate at 115 kV.
The rebuilt lines would improve

transmission lines would
continue to operate at

safety and reliability by reducing scheduled 115 kV, risks of outages for
reliability and emergency repairs (and repairs and maintenance due
standards set outages). Improved access to outdated and physically
by the NESC roads would allow quicker worn structures and
response to make emergency associated equipment would
repairs. continue to increase.
Emergency response times
could be increased by access
roads that are in poor
condition.
Continue to Improvements in the reliability Same as Proposed Action. Existing lines would continue
meet BPA’s of the rebuilt transmission lines to deteriorate and threaten
contractual would allow BPA to meet its system reliability and
and statutory contractual and statutory subsequent power delivery.
obligations obligations to deliver power to
its customers in eastern
Washington.
Minimize The rerouted segment The Rebuild-in-Place Alternative There would be no
environmental | (Segment 3) would move the would result in lower overall construction-related
impacts Midway-Benton No. 1 disturbance to late-successional environmental impacts, but
transmission line away from shrub-steppe plant communities, maintenance impacts would
Gable Mountain and Gable compared to the Proposed Action, | increase as existing structures
Butte. The rerouted segment due to the smaller area of and roads deteriorate and
would follow existing utility disturbance. However, the require additional
corridors to minimize impacts continued presence of the maintenance. Impacts could
from access roads but would Midway-Benton No. 1 occur during emergency
require construction of transmission line on and near maintenance without the
structures and access road Gable Mountain and Gable Butte benefit of planned
improvements within late- would have long-term impacts on environmental review and
successional shrub-steppe cultural resources. Construction- mitigation. Emergency repairs
habitats. Construction-related related environmental impacts could impact cultural
environmental impacts would would be minimized through resources, vegetation,
be minimized through appropriate use of BMPs and wildlife, soils, and other
appropriate use of Best mitigation measures as described resources, and any downed
Management Practices (BMPs) for each resource area in Chapter lines resulting from structure
and mitigation measures 3 (Sections 3.2 to 3.11). failures would have a high
described for each resource potential for causing fires in
area in Chapter 3 (Sections 3.2 the vicinity of the downed
to 3.11). lines.
Demonstrate The Proposed Action would be The Rebuild-in-Place Alternative Low short-term construction
technical and technically feasible and total would be technically feasible and cost, but increased
economic project costs would be about total project costs would be maintenance costs, which,
feasibility and $13.1 million. Over the long comparable to the Proposed over time, could be higher
practicality term, the Proposed Action Action costs. Over the long term, than under the action

would reduce maintenance
costs.

this Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
would reduce maintenance costs.

alternatives.
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Table 2-4. Summary of Impacts of the Proposed Action, Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, and No Action Alternatives

Environmental Category

Proposed Action
Reroute Alternative)

Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

No Action Alternative

Land Use and Transportation

No direct conflicts with land use plans and
policies would occur. Segments would be
located within or adjacent to existing utility
corridors. A minor increase in the size of utility
corridor would occur in Segment 2 (typically a
100 foot increase). Segments 1 and 4 would not
increase the utility corridor width. Fewer acres
of Preservation land use designations (lands
managed to preserve archeological, cultural,
ecological, and natural resources) would be
impacted over the long term (after restoration
of Segment 3), but more acres of Conservation
land use designations lands managed to protect
archaeological, cultural, ecological, and natural
resources) would be impacted by the ROWs and
access roads over the short and long terms.
Construction traffic interference with Hanford
Site roads would be temporary. As the project
area and the Hanford Site are closed to the
public, the Proposed Action would have no
direct or indirect impact on residential,
recreation, or agricultural lands. Overall,
impacts to land use and transportation would
be low.

No direct conflicts with land use plans and
policies would occur. Segments would be
located within existing utility corridors. No
Preservation land use designations in
existing ROWs would be abandoned and
restored. Same traffic impacts as the
Proposed Action. Overall impacts to land use
and transportation would be low.

The lines would continue to be operated
and maintained in the same manner. As
the structure deteriorates, increased
maintenance activities and the resulting
impact on various resources, such as
vegetation, wildlife, etc. in the
Preservation and Conservation land use
designations (compared with the Action
Alternatives) would increase as would
intermittent traffic delays over the long-
term. Impacts would be low.

Geology and Soils

Geology and soils would be disturbed during
clearing, grading, and vegetation clearing. Due
to the dry, hot conditions and fine-grained and
sandy soils, soils in the Proposed Action vicinity
are prone to wind erosion and revegetation can
be difficult. Overall, impacts to geology and soils
would be low to moderate.

Same as the Proposed Action. Overall,
impacts to geology and soils would be low
to moderate.

Initial construction disturbance would not
occur, but long-term disturbance to
geology and soils would increase due to
increased maintenance and emergency
repairs.

Impacts would be low.
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Table 2-4. Summary of Impacts of the Proposed Action, Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, and No Action Alternatives (continued)

Environmental Category

Proposed Action
Reroute Alternative)

Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

No Action Alternative

Vegetation Vegetation, including some sensitive plant Same types of impacts as the Proposed Initial construction disturbance would not
species, may be directly or indirectly impacted Action, though less vegetation would be occur, but increased long-term
through clearing, crushing, and soil disturbance disturbed. Impacts would be low to disturbance to vegetation would result
during construction. Soil disturbance may result | moderate. from increased intermittent maintenance
in the introduction or spread of noxious weeds and emergency repairs required by aging
and invasive plants. Impacts would be low to structures and components. Impacts
moderate. would be low.

Wildlife Disturbance of ferruginous hawks and other Same types of impacts as the Proposed Impacts would be low and limited to

migratory birds would be avoided through site-
specific timing restrictions (March 1 through
August 1) and buffers (0.6 mile) around
identified hawk nests. Vegetation clearing is
proposed outside of the migratory bird breeding
season. Temporary and permanent disturbance
to late-successional shrub-steppe would directly
reduce the local carrying capacity for shrub-
steppe-dependent species. Impacts would be
low to moderate.

Action, though less habitat would be
disturbed during construction. Impacts
would be low to moderate.

periodic disturbance due to increased
maintenance and repairs required by
aging structures and components. Initial
loss of shrub-steppe would not occur, but
increased long-term habitat disturbance
may occur due to increased intermittent
maintenance and emergency repairs
required by aging structures and
components.

Water Resources

The project area contains no wetlands, streams,
vernal pools, or other surface waters. The
closest point to the Columbia River (at the
Benton Substation) is 1,650 feet (0.3-mile). With
the use of BMPs, construction impacts at the
Benton Substation should have no impacts on
the Columbia River or any other waterbodies.

Same as Proposed Action.

Same as Proposed Action.

Visual Quality

Views would be improved within traditional
cultural properties (TCPs) associated with Gable
Butte and Gable Mountain. Low sensitivity
viewers, such as Hanford commuters and
workers, would view changes associated with
new structures and conductors. Impacts would
be low.

Views would remain similar to existing
conditions within TCPs associated with
Gable Butte and Gable Mountain, with
potentially increased visibility due to new
conductors and taller structures. Impacts
would be low to moderate.

Impacts would be limited to construction
equipment and crews associated with the
increased intermittent maintenance and
emergency repairs required by aging
structures and components. Impacts
would be low.
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Table 2-4. Summary of Impacts of the Proposed Action, Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, and No Action Alternatives (continued)

Environmental Category

Proposed Action
Reroute Alternative)

Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

No Action Alternative

Cultural Resources

Beneficial impacts would result from removing
structures from the Gable Butte and Gable
Mountain areas. Direct impacts to cultural
resources may result from possible disturbance
of previously unrecorded cultural resources
during construction, Operation, or maintenance
activities. Impacts would be low to moderate
after appropriate mitigation.

The continued presence of the Midway-
Benton No. 1 transmission line would
continue to impact the Gable Mountain and
Gable Butte TCPs. As with the Proposed
Action, direct impacts to cultural resources
from possible disturbance of previously
unrecorded cultural resources during
construction, operation, or maintenance
activities could occur. Impacts would be
moderate to high, though the
implementation of mitigation measures
under the National Historic Preservation Act
would reduce these impacts to a moderate
level.

The presence of the Midway-Benton No. 1
transmission line would continue to
impact the Gable Mountain and Gable
Butte TCPs. Potential ground disturbance
from increased maintenance and repairs
would potentially affect previously
unrecorded cultural resources. Impacts
would be low to moderate.

Socioeconomics,
Environmental Justice, and
Public Services

Minor positive impacts on local economy from
the construction project are expected. No effect
on low-income or minority populations. Impacts
would be low.

Same as Proposed Action.

Impacts would be low, with no temporary
increase in employment and spending
during construction.

Air Quality and Climate
Change

Construction impacts would be temporary
exhaust and dust emissions. Dust may continue
to be generated after construction due to dry,
windy conditions, fine-grained soils, and
difficulties in reestablishing vegetation cover.
Impacts would be low to moderate to air
quality. Direct impacts from greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions from construction equipment
and increased worker traffic, continued
operations and maintenance, and vegetation
removal would be low.

Same construction emissions air quality
impacts as the Proposed Action. Dust may
be reduced, compared to the Proposed
Action as less soil disturbance would occur.
Impacts would be low to moderate to air
quality. GHG emissions would be the same
as the Proposed Action.

Maintenance activities would likely
increase resulting in increased dust and
GHG emissions. However impacts would
be low because traffic and disturbance
would be intermittent.
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Table 2-4. Summary of Impacts of the Proposed Action, Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, and No Action Alternatives (continued)

Environmental Category

Proposed Action
Reroute Alternative)

Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

No Action Alternative

Noise

Temporary noise impacts from construction
equipment, truck traffic, and occasional use of
helicopters would occur. Transmission line
corona noise impacts would remain about the
same as the existing line. Impacts would be low.

Same as Proposed Action.

Impacts would be low and limited to
traffic and disturbance from increased
intermittent maintenance and emergency
repairs required by aging structures and
components.

Public Health and Safety

There would be no increases in electromagnetic
field (EMF) exposures during operation and
maintenance. Maximum EMF at the edges of
the ROW would be similar to existing field
levels. Impacts would be low.

Same as Proposed Action.

Impacts would be low to moderate due to
aging transmission system that could
reduce system safety.
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3.1 Introduction

This chapter includes an analysis of the potential impacts of the Proposed Action, Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative, and the No Action Alternative on the human and natural environment. Each section of
this chapter includes a description of the potentially affected environment for a specific resource, an
analysis of the impacts on that resource, and the mitigation measures that would reduce those
impacts.

To identify potential impacts on a resource area, a specific physical area must be studied. In this EA,
this is referred to as the study area. The term project area is also used in this EA and is used to
describe the area in the immediate vicinity of the project alternatives. For some resources, the study
area includes locations where direct physical impacts could occur as a result of the project and is the
same as or very similar to the project area. However, because the project may result in impacts on
resources that are geographically removed from the project area (e.g., airborne emissions may
result in measurable air pollution miles downwind from a project location), the study area for some
resources may be larger and removed from the immediate project area. Unless otherwise specified,
the study area for the analysis includes the existing ROW, the access road and travel route system
that extends off the ROW, and any adjacent properties that could be affected by the project
alternatives. The location of potentially affected resources may be identified by transmission line
structure number, project segment, and local landmarks (see Figure 2-1).

Direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts are considered. Direct impacts are those that would occur
as a direct result of project construction. Indirect impacts are those that are caused by the proposed
project, but would occur later in time and/or further away in distance. Cumulative impacts are
impacts that could occur when the alternatives are considered along with other past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future actions. Other such actions within the project vicinity, including
actions being conducted or proposed by BPA in addition to this proposed Rebuild Project, that are
considered in the cumulative impact analysis are identified and discussed in Appendix A.

To evaluate the impacts associated with construction and operation and maintenance of the
proposed project, the impact levels were characterized as high, moderate, low, or no impact. In
addition, beneficial impacts are noted where applicable.
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Each resource section includes the following primary subsections:
o Affected Environment
e Environmental Consequences—Proposed Action
e Environmental Consequences—Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
e Mitigation Measures—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

e Unavoidable Impacts Remaining After Mitigation—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

e Cumulative Impacts—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

e Environmental Consequences—No Action Alternative
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3.2 Land Use and Transportation

3.2.1 Affected Environment

The study area for land use and transportation includes the ROWs, the access roads, and any
adjacent lands that could be affected by the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place. Both the Proposed
Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be located entirely on the Hanford Site, a 586-square-
mile federal reserve managed by the DOE-RL. Approximately 300 square miles of the Hanford Site is
designated as the Hanford Reach National Monument, managed jointly by the USFWS and DOE-RL.
The Midway Substation and the first approximately 2.7 miles of the Midway-Benton No. 1
transmission line leading from the substation are within the Rattlesnake Unit of the national
monument. Approximately 2.5 miles of the Midway-Benton No. 1 and the Benton-Othello No. 1
transmission lines are within the Columbia River Corridor Unit of the national monument, and the
remaining portions of the existing and proposed ROWs, including all of Segments 2 and 37, are
outside of the Hanford Reach National Monument (see Figure 2-1).

DOE-RL administers land use agreements on all Hanford Site lands, including Hanford Reach

National Monument lands, and is the primary land use authority for amending or approving land use
agreements required for BPA’s Proposed Action, the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, or the No Action
Alternative. DOE-RL administers such agreements through the Hanford Comprehensive Land Use
Plan (DOE-RL 1999, 2008), the Hanford Reach National Monument Comprehensive Conservation Plan
(USFWS 2008), and associated planning documents.

The Hanford Reach National Monument Comprehensive Conservation Plan provides guidance for
management of the national monument consistent with the Presidential Proclamation that
established the monument (Code of Federal Regulations [CFR], 3 CFR 7319—Proclamation 7319 of
June 9, 2000). The proclamation allows for the continued operation and maintenance of existing
utilities, including replacement, modification, expansion, or construction of new facilities “consistent
with proper care and management of the objects” of the national monument, which includes
natural and cultural resources.

The Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan provides guidance for future use of the site’s lands and
resources (DOE-RL 1999). Appendix B contains a complete list of polices and their applicability to the
Proposed Action, the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, and No Action Alternative. The study area
includes three land use designations specified in the Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan:
Conservation (Mining), Preservation, and Industrial (Figure 3.2-1). Most of the study area is
designated Conservation, as is most of the Hanford Site outside of the Hanford Reach National
Monument. Lands under this designation are managed to protect archaeological, cultural,
ecological, and natural resources, with limited public access. Mining (e.g., quarrying for sand, gravel,
basalt, and topsoil for governmental purposes) is allowed as a special use within appropriate areas
in the Conservation areas.

2 Segment 2 is the proposed (reroute) center segment and Segment 3 is the existing center segment. See
Figure 2-1 for the locations of the four segments evaluated as part of the Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-
Place Alternative.
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Preservation areas receive a higher level of protection and are managed to preserve (rather than
protect, as is stated under Conservation designation) archaeological, cultural, ecological, and natural
resources with limited public access. No new consumptive uses (e.g., mining) are allowed. All
national monument lands in Segments 1 and 4 fall under this designation. In addition, Segment 3
crosses 3.1 miles of lands designated Preservation within the Gable Butte and Gable Mountain
areas. Segment 2 does not cross any lands designated as Preservation.

Lands designated Industrial are managed to support activities such as nuclear reactor operations,
rail, barge transport facilities, mining, manufacturing, food processing, assembly, warehouse,
distribution operations, and related activities consistent with industrial uses. The only lands
designated Industrial within the existing and proposed ROWs are 1.9 miles of Segment 4.

Land Uses

The entire study area is located within the Hanford Site and, except for the crossing of State Route
(SR) 24, is closed to public use. The primary uses within the study area are natural resource and
cultural conservation and preservation, with expansive areas of undeveloped land designated for
these uses. These lands are crossed by a network of DOE-RL highways and roads, high-voltage
electric transmission lines, and distribution lines providing power to widely dispersed industrial
facilities (DOE-RL 2009a).

The existing and proposed ROWSs are located within or adjacent to existing utility corridors. With the
exception of three paved roads that would be crossed by the Proposed Action and one paved road
that would be crossed by the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, the study area is located on undeveloped
land with no active uses.

Transportation

Two state highways cross through the Hanford Site. SR 240 travels north from Richland, Washington,
and terminates at SR 24, a two-lane State highway that continues east to Yakima, Washington, and
north to Vantage, Washington. The Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line crosses SR 24 along
Segment 1.

Segment 2 would parallel approximately 1,000 feet north of Route 11A, a major four-lane arterial
that travels due east from the Yakima Barricade approximately 15-miles, where it connects to Route
2 South, a four-lane road that extends 6 miles south to the Wye Barricade entrance. Both

Segments 2 and 3 cross Route 11A near its eastern terminus with Route 2 South. These two
segments also cross Route 4 North, a two-lane, paved arterial between the 100 Area and the 200
Area.

Almost all vehicular traffic on Hanford Site Routes 11A and 4 North are commuters in vehicles or
workers driving heavy equipment and trucks. The number and intensity of commute and work trips
on the site’s limited road infrastructure is currently at or above carrying capacity (Transportation
Solutions 2010). In 2010, approximately 700 vehicles accessed the site through Yakima Barricade
each day, which is closest to the project area. Further, 1,800 vehicles accessed the site through the
Rattlesnake Barricade, and 5,280 accessed the site through the Wye Barricade. Peak-hour traffic
backups are common near the Wye and Rattlesnake Barricade.
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3.2.2 Environmental Consequences—Proposed Action
(Reroute Alternative)

Land Uses

The portions of the Proposed Action ROWs located on Hanford Reach National Monument lands
(portions of Segments 1 and 4) would be rebuilt in the same locations, with no change in land use.
Transmission lines and facilities that were in place when the national monument was established
were designated in the Hanford Reach National Monument Comprehensive Conservation Plan as
allowable uses (USFWS 2008). Maintaining and rebuilding such facilities is also allowed (USFWS
2008).

While the Proposed Action would result in a net increase in lands occupied by the Midway-Benton
No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines by approximately 0.3 additional mile of
transmission line ROW (28 additional wood-pole structures) and 2.8 additional mile of access road,
there would be a net decrease in occupied land designated as Preservation. Segment 3, which would
be removed under the Proposed Action, crosses approximately 4.2 miles of lands designated
Preservation and 10 miles of land designated as Conservation/Mining. The 4.2 miles of line crossing
Preservation lands would be removed from utility corridor use and restored to a condition similar to
the surrounding landscape resulting in the net decrease. This allows the Proposed Action to be
consistent with the underlying Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan designations. The new ROW
for Segment 2 would be located entirely within land designated as Conservation/Mining.

Because the Proposed Action would result in 0.3 additional mile of ROW, would be located within
and adjacent to existing utility corridors, and would have less impact on preservation lands, impacts
on existing and future land uses would be low. Appendix B includes a summary table that displays
the consistency of the Proposed Action with existing land uses.

Transportation

The Proposed Action may result in a short-term, low impact to transportation resources from
construction-generated traffic. Increased traffic on local roadways and periodic short-term road
closures (typically 10 minutes) would occur during construction. During peak project construction,
approximately 40 vehicles and heavy equipment separated among four or five work crews would be
in use along the existing and proposed ROWs. Most construction would occur away from Hanford
Site paved roads and would affect traffic only when crews travel between work areas. The increase
in construction-related traffic would represent a low increase in daily traffic volume when compared
to the reported traffic volumes for the roads in the study area (a peak of 40 project construction
vehicles compared to the 7,780 vehicles typically entering the Hanford Site daily).

Construction traffic could delay traffic within the Hanford Site as construction equipment and
workers enter and leave access roads from various turnouts along SR 24, Route 4 North, and Route
11A. Project construction would also require temporary road closures where transmission lines
would cross over Route 11A, SR 24, and Route 4 North. Such closures would be expected to occur
only during removal and installation of conductors, which would occur over a short time period
(typically limited to approximately 10 minutes in duration). Assuming this work is not conducted
during peak morning or afternoon traffic, traffic delay impacts caused by the temporary road
closures would be low. Potential conflicts with Hanford Site traffic and safety would be addressed
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through implementation of mitigation measures identified in Section 3.2.4 that require BPA and its
contractors to coordinate and plan with DOE-RL to minimize disruptions to traffic and safety
hazards.

Operation and maintenance activities would be the same as those currently conducted on existing
lines. No additional operation and maintenance-related traffic is expected on highways and local
roads from the Proposed Action resulting in a low impact to transportation.

3.2.3 Environmental Consequences—Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

Land Uses

As with the Proposed Action, portions of the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative located on Hanford Reach
National Monument lands (portions of Segments 1 and 4) would be rebuilt in the same locations,
with no change in land use. Since these lines and facilities were in place when the national
monument was established, they are allowable uses (see Section 3.2.2). For Segment 3 and portions
of Segments 1 and 4, Hanford’s Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan specifies that existing utility
corridors are “not considered nonconforming uses” within any land designation, including
Preservation. Therefore, rebuilding the existing Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1
transmission lines in their existing ROWSs is consistent with both the Hanford Reach National
Monument Comprehensive Conservation Plan and the Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan and
would not involve any change in land use. The structures that would be moved would be shifted
only a few feet from existing locations within existing ROWSs resulting in no impact on existing and
future land uses.

As described in Section 3.2.1, the primary land uses in the project area, as defined by Hanford
Comprehensive Land Use Plan policies, are for management and preservation of archaeological,
cultural, ecological, and natural resources. While rebuilding the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-
Othello No. 1 transmission lines in place would not result in impacts to land use and would be
consistent with the Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan as the lines would be located in an
existing ROW, long-term impacts on cultural resources associated with Gable Mountain and Gable
Butte in the preservation land use designation would continue (see Section 3.8).

Transportation

The Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would cause the same construction traffic-related impacts as the
Proposed Action (short-term and low), with approximately 40 vehicles and construction equipment
deployed along the existing ROW during the peak of construction. Compared to the current traffic
numbers on Hanford, 40 additional trips would have a low impact on traffic congestion in the study
area (see Section 3.2.2).

Construction traffic would use the same access points at various turnouts from SR 24, Route 4
North, and Route 11A as the Proposed Action. Project construction would also require temporary
road closures at the same line crossings over Route 11A, SR 24, and Route 4 North as the Proposed
Action. Assuming this work is not conducted during peak morning or afternoon traffic, traffic delay
impacts caused by the temporary closures would be low. Potential conflicts with Hanford Site traffic
and safety would be addressed through implementation of mitigation measures identified in
Section 3.2.4.
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Operation and maintenance activities would be to the same as those currently conducted on
existing lines and as discussed under the Proposed Action resulting in a low impact to transportation
(see Section 3.2.2).

3.2.4 Mitigation Measures—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

If the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative is implemented, the following mitigation
measures would minimize impacts on land use and transportation:

e Reduce access road widths to 14-feet-wide, or less, the extent possible.

e Revegetate disturbed areas, with native seeds and plants, after the conclusion of
construction, with the exception of those areas required to remain clear of vegetation to
ensure the safety of the transmission line and access to the structures and in previously-
cleared staging areas.

e Keep construction activities and equipment clear of DOE-RL access roads, to the extent
possible.

e Use water trucks or other measures to minimize fugitive dust during project construction.
e Coordinate the routing and scheduling of construction traffic with DOE-RL staff.
e Publicize road closures and traffic delays to minimize impacts to traffic.

e Employ traffic-control flaggers and post signs warning of construction activity and merging
traffic, when necessary, for short interruptions of traffic.

3.2.5 Unavoidable Impacts Remaining After Mitigation—Proposed
Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

During construction, potential unavoidable impacts from the Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative could consist of minor delays and interruptions to local traffic in the study area including
temporary road closures at line crossings over Route 11A, SR 24, and Route 4 North. Potential
conflicts with Hanford Site traffic and safety would be addressed through use of mitigation
measures identified in Section 3.2.4. Most of these short-term construction impacts would cease
once construction was completed and are considered to be low.

3.2.6 Cumulative Impacts—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

The region of influence considered for cumulative impacts on land use is the Hanford Site. As
discussed in Appendix A, reasonably foreseeable future projects in the vicinity of the Proposed
Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative include the Midway-Moxee Rebuild Project, BPA’s
vegetation maintenance activities, the Midway-Benton No. 2 Fiber Replacement Project, and
multiple Hanford Site cleanup and land management activities.
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The Midway-Moxee Rebuild Project and the Midway-Benton No. 2 Fiber Replacement Project are in
the planning phase and will proceed independently of the Midway-Benton No. 1 Transmission Line
Rebuild Project. Neither the Midway-Moxee No. 1 Rebuild Project nor the Midway-Benton No. 2
Fiber Replacement Project require that actions associated with the Midway-Benton No. 1
Transmission Line Rebuild Project be taken previously or simultaneously and it would not occur in
the same ROW or timeframe as the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative.

BPA vegetation management activities may take place within existing, non-project BPA transmission
lines that cross the Hanford Site. Vegetation management activities are not likely to occur within the
same timeframe as the Proposed Action or the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative.

Hanford Site cleanup and land management activities, such as waste storage and cleanup activities
or habitat restoration, would not take place within the project ROWs, but some actions may occur
within the same general timeframe.

Land Uses

Future land use actions occurring on Hanford would be managed through the various land
management plans for the Hanford Site. Land use changes from future BPA projects, such as the
Midway-Moxee No. 1 Rebuild and the Midway-Benton No. 2 Fiber Replacement Projects, in addition
to the proposed project also would be consistent with the overall Hanford land management plans
resulting in a low cumulative impact to land use.

Transportation

Implementation of the reasonably foreseeable future projects would involve work crews traveling to
and from the sites, and material and equipment deliveries. This would result in short-term increases
in local traffic and periodic short-term road closures. As noted above, the reasonably foreseeable
future BPA and Hanford projects would occur in different timeframes and, as a result, localized
impacts to traffic would likely occur in specific locations at different times. The Proposed Action and
Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would add incrementally to short-term cumulative transportation
impacts but would represent a low increase in traffic volume relative to existing volumes in the area
(a peak of 40 project construction vehicles compared to the 7,780 vehicles typically entering the
Hanford Site daily). The mitigation measures identified in Section 3.2.4 would reduce the
incremental contribution of the Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative to potential
cumulative impacts on transportation and impacts are expected to be low. Following project
completion, vehicle trips associated with BPA maintenance activities would be low, which would
result in the minor, low long-term cumulative transportation impact.

3.2.7 Environmental Consequences—No Action Alternative

Under the No Action Alternative, the existing transmission lines would not be rebuilt; therefore, the
impacts on existing land uses would be to the same as existing conditions, with no or low impact on
land use. Maintenance activities would likely increase as existing structures deteriorate with more
structure repair and replacement required compared with existing conditions. The maintenance
activities could result in intermitted traffic delays, and new impacts on land use.
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3.3 Geology and Soils

3.3.1 Affected Environment

The geology and soils study area consists of the existing and proposed ROWs and associated access
roads, work areas, and material storage yards. Unless otherwise noted, the information presented in
this section is based on DOE-RL’s Hanford Site National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Characterization report (Duncan 2007).

Geology

The Hanford Site lies within the Pasco Basin, a subprovince of the Columbia Basin geographic
province. The Pasco Basin is a relatively level area located at the eastern edge of the “Yakima Fold
Belt” subprovince, an area composed of a series of west-to-east trending ridges that border the
basin. The Pasco Basin is underlain by thick layers of basalt, and basalt outcrops are present within
the study area in portions of Segment 1, which is located near the base of Umtanum Ridge, and in
portions of Segment 3 in the vicinity of Gable Butte and Gable Mountain, two prominent geologic
features of the Hanford Site.

Catastrophic floods during the last ice age greatly altered surface geology and soils at the Hanford
Site by eroding some areas and depositing sands and other glacial deposits in other areas. One
notable glacial deposit at the Hanford Site is the Hanford Dunes. At 6,320 acres, this area is the
largest dune field in eastern Washington.

The majority of the existing Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines cross
the gently undulating plateau of the Pasco Basin, where topography is less than 10 percent slope.
The steepest slopes (14 to 18 percent) within the existing and proposed ROWs occur within
Segment 3 and are associated with Gable Butte and Gable Mountain. Portions of the Hanford Dunes
(Segment 4) also contain locally steep slopes, where dunes may reach 20 percent slope. Segments 1
and 2 are located on level ground, with slopes less than 10 percent.

The Washington Interactive Geologic Map indicated no known landslides or landslide hazards within
the study area (WDNR 2012a). The Hanford Site is located on several faults, but the rate and
magnitude of earthquakes in the region is relatively low compared with that of other regions in the
Pacific Northwest (Duncan 2007).

As there are no known landslide or landslide hazards in the study area and while earthquakes can
and do occur in the area, earthquake hazards are not a major concern for transmission lines;
therefore, these geologic hazards are not addressed further in this Preliminary EA. In addition, as
the project would not impact geologic resources, geologic impacts are not discussed further in this
Preliminary EA.

Soil

Soils in the study area include rocky soils, sandy loams, and dune sands (Hajek 1966, Duncan 2007).
The rocky soils are associated with basalt, and include basalt outcrops, talus, and basalt scree mixed
with loess, a windblown, fine-grained soil. Rocky soils are the least abundant soil type in the study
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area and are present only in a portion of Segment 1, which is located near the base of Umtanum
Ridge, and in the vicinity of Gable Butte and Gable Mountain along Segment 3.

Sandy loams are unconsolidated sediments composed of a mix of fine-grained sand, silt, and clay
and are the most abundant soil type in the study area (Segments 1, 2, and 3 and the northern

2 miles of Segment 4). Dune sands and other unconsolidated sandy soils occur in the southern
portion of the study area along the last 9 miles of the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello
No. 1 transmission lines in Segment 4 leading to the Benton Substation. This area includes the
approximately 3.5-mile-long crossing of the Hanford Dunes. Due to dry and windy conditions and
unconsolidated, fine-grained soils, the soils within the study area are primarily at risk to erosion by
wind, particularly when protective vegetation cover is removed.

Much of the soil where work would occur has already been disturbed by the existing transmission
lines and road network. Soils near structures and within roadbeds have been compacted and are
unvegetated, making them generally unproductive and vulnerable to erosion. Undisturbed areas
may contain cryptogamic crusts, a thin (less than 0.2 inch) consolidated layer of soil particles bound
together by algae, lichens, and mosses (Duncan 2007). These crusts are important to soil stability
and protection from erosion (Root et al. 2011).

3.3.2 Environmental Consequences—Proposed Action (Reroute
Alternative)

Impacts on soils from the Proposed Action would occur from improving existing and constructing
new access roads, removing existing structures and installing new structures, use of construction
travel routes by heavy equipment and trucks, establishing staging areas, establishing tensioning
sites, and installing conductors, overhead ground wires, and counterpoise. These activities would
remove topsoil, increase erosion and compaction, and decrease soil productivity. Indirect impacts
could occur as a result of vegetation removal that could lead to increased erosion over time.

Due to the dry conditions and extreme summer heat, soils in the study area are prone to wind
erosion and revegetation is difficult following disturbance (Feng et al. 2011). In addition, soils that
would be permanently compacted within roadbeds and at structure locations would result in
permanent loss of soil productivity. Soils temporarily disturbed by access roads and the removal and
installation of structures and associated conductors, ground wire, and counterpoise may take
several years to fully stabilize. Erosion potential for disturbed soils would be greatest during and
immediately after ground disturbance. Afterwards, soils would stabilize as they settle and as
vegetation becomes reestablished. The most notable concerns for erosion and soil stability would be
for work within the Hanford Dunes. Clearing and removing vegetation within this area could
destabilize the dunes sand, thus causing direct impacts at the site of disturbance and possible
indirect impacts as disturbed sands shift downwind. With implementation of mitigation measures
described in Section 3.3.4 impacts on soil from the Proposed Action would be low to moderate in
the short term and, upon successful revegetation, low in the long term.

Removal of Existing Structures and Installation of New Structures

Removing and installing structures under the Proposed Action would require trucks and other
construction equipment (e.g., boom cranes, backhoes, and line trucks) that would also disturb soils
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through removing vegetation, damaging cryptogamic crusts, and compacting soils. Approximately
28.0 acres of soils would be temporarily disturbed during structure installation (including the
installation of guy wires and counterpoise). An additional 2.5 acres of new permanent soil
disturbance (i.e., compacted area around structures that would not be restored) would occur within
the new structure locations of Segment 2 and where seven structures would be slightly relocated
from existing locations in Segments 1 and 4. Because most structures along Segments 1 and 4 would
be rebuilt within the same location, where soils have already been disturbed, impacts on soils would
low. For new structure locations (Segment 2), new holes would be dug for each structure resulting
in a low to moderate impact. Soil from these holes would be piled and then used for backfilling the
holes when the poles were put in place. Removal of existing structures that would not be replaced
(Segment 3) could require the excavation of soils around the poles to facilitate removal. After pole
removal, remaining holes would be backfilled and restored, which would result in a low to moderate
short-term impact on soils. Additional soil disturbance would occur at structures located within

0.5 mile of each substation, where trenches would be dug to install counterpoise and at those
structures that would require guy wires.

Other activities that would occur within the structure construction areas (Segments 1, 2, and 4) that
could expose soils to erosion include establishing pulling and tensioning sites and the temporary use
of snubs. Potential impacts associated with these activities include compaction from heavy
equipment degrading soil structure and reducing pore space. Implementation of the mitigation
measures identified in Section 3.3.4 would reduce construction-related soil impacts to low to
moderate.

Staging Areas

BPA would require the construction contractor to locate all staging areas outside sensitive areas
(native vegetation, cultural resources, or wetlands), in level, open, and likely developed or disturbed
sites. All areas temporarily disturbed during construction would be returned to preconstruction
conditions and revegetated as appropriate. Potential impacts on soils at staging areas are expected
to be low. Impacts resulting from dust generation at staging areas are discussed in Section 3.10, “Air
Quality and Climate Change.”

Access Roads

Access road work under the Proposed Action also would cause soil disturbance by grading, shaping,
and compacting the road bed, and placing crushed rock as a road base. Approximately 34.4 miles of
existing access roads would be improved and 2.8 miles of new road constructed. Based on a 20-foot-
wide access road width (14 feet of road bed and 3 feet of roadside vegetation clearing on each side)
and on the width of existing roads being approximately 10 feet, road construction and improvement
would disturb a total of approximately 84 acres of soils, which would include the following subtotals:

e Approximately 39 acres of soils within existing road beds that would be regarded;

e Approximately 20 acres of soils outside of existing road beds would be cleared, graded and
compacted to make improved and new road beds; and

e Approximately 25 acres of soils outside of existing road beds would be disturbed through
roadside vegetation clearing.
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Road work within Segment 4 would include grading and vegetation removal within the Hanford
Dunes, which would locally destabilize dune sands and result in moderate impacts. Overall, with
proper road design and use of erosion and sediment control mitigation measures (see Section 3.3.4),
the potential for construction-related erosion and resulting impacts on soils would be reduced. As
such, impacts associated with access road improvements would result in a low to moderate impact
on soil in the short term and upon successful revegetation and stabilization, a low long-term impact
on soil resources.

Operation and Maintenance

Operation and maintenance activities that would continue to disturb soils into the future include
intermittent travel along access roads, repairs at structure locations, and vegetation management.
All of these activities would cause minor soil disturbance, soil compaction, and vegetation
disturbance that could result in subsequent erosion. Based on the small, localized disturbance areas
and the infrequent nature of these activities, impacts on soils from operation and maintenance
would be low.

3.3.3 Environmental Consequences—Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

Impacts from the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative on soils would be similar to those described for the
Proposed Action, including improving and constructing access roads, removing existing structures
and installing new structures, use of temporary travel routes, establishing staging areas and
tensioning sites. These activities would remove topsoil, increase erosion and compaction, and
reduce soil productivity. As with the Proposed Action, impacts from erosion and decreased soil
stability would occur within the Hanford Dunes. With implementation of mitigation measures
described in Section 3.3.4 impacts on soil would be low to moderate in the short term and low in
the long-term.

Removal of Existing Structures and Installation of New Structures

Removing and installing structures under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would result in similar
impacts as the Proposed Action except that the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative structures would be
rebuilt in place. There would be no structure installation in new locations along Segment 2. Under
the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, structures would generally be installed within existing excavations
and disturbance of new ground would be limited to temporary construction impacts. Approximately
19 acres of soils would be temporarily disturbed during structure installation (including guy wire and
counterpoise installation). An additional 0.7 acres of new permanent soils disturbance

(i.e., compacted area around structures that would not be restored) would occur where seven
structures would be slightly relocated from existing locations in Segments 1 and 4. Because
structures along Segments 1, 3, and 4 would be rebuilt within the same general location where soils
have already been disturbed, impacts on soils would low.

Establishing pulling and tensioning sites and the temporary use of snubs could expose soils to
erosion and compaction degrading soil structure and reducing pore space. Implementation of the
mitigation measures identified in Section 3.3.4 would reduce construction-related soil impacts and
impacts to low to moderate.
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Staging Areas

As with the Proposed Action, BPA would require the construction contractor to locate all staging
areas outside sensitive areas (including sensitive native vegetation, cultural resources, or wetlands),
in level, open, and disturbed sites. All areas temporarily disturbed during construction would be
returned to preconstruction conditions and revegetated as appropriate. Potential impacts on soils at
staging areas are expected to be low. Impacts resulting from dust generation at staging areas are
discussed in Section 3.10, “Air Quality and Climate Change.”

Access Roads

Approximately 33.8 miles of existing access roads would be improved and 1.3 miles of new road
constructed. Based on a 20-foot-wide access road width (14 feet of road bed and 3 feet of roadside
vegetation clearing on each side) and on the width of existing roads being approximately 10 feet,
road construction and improvement under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would disturb a total of
approximately 83 acres of soils, which would include the following subtotals:

e Approximately 40 acres of soils within existing road beds that would be regarded;

e Approximately 18 acres of soils outside of existing road beds would be cleared, graded and
compacted to make improved and new road beds; and

e Approximately 25 acres of soils outside of existing road beds would be disturbed through
roadside vegetation clearing.

With proper road design and use of erosion and sediment control mitigation measures identified in
Section 3.3.4, the potential for construction-related erosion and resulting impacts on soils would be
reduced. Impacts on soils associated with access road improvements from Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative are expected to be low.

As with the Proposed Action, road work within Segment 4 would include grading and vegetation
removal within the Hanford Dunes, which would locally destabilize dune sands and result in
moderate impacts. Overall, with the implementation of the mitigation measures identified in
Section 3.3.4 and the use of previously-disturbed structure sites, the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
would result in a low to moderate impact on soil in the short term and upon successful
revegetation, a low long-term impact on soil resources.

Operation and Maintenance

Impacts from operation and maintenance of the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be the same as
those under the Proposed Action and would be low.
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3.3.4 Mitigation Measures—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

If the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative is implemented, the following mitigation
measures would minimize impacts on soils:

e Minimize the project ground disturbance footprint, particularly in areas prone to erosion
(i.e., sandy soils).

e Limit the amount of time soils are left exposed.

e Design roads to limit water accumulation and erosion; install appropriate access road
drainage (ditches, water bars, cross drainage, or roadside berms) to control and disperse
runoff.

e Develop revegetation strategies, including soil preparation as necessary, using site-specific
methods developed for use within the Hanford Site (see Section 3.4).

3.3.5 Unavoidable Impacts Remaining After Mitigation—Proposed
Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

The mitigation measures described in Section 3.3.4 would reduce impacts on soils to low or low to
moderate levels. Although construction Best Management Practices (BMPs) would reduce the
potential for temporary increases in erosion, some increased erosion levels would be expected.
Long-term impacts after mitigation would be limited to soil compaction, minor erosion of formerly
vegetated ground in areas where reseeding is not successful, and loss or elimination of natural
biological functions in areas that were formerly undeveloped. Due to the dry conditions and
extreme summer heat, soils in the study area are prone to wind erosion, and vegetation is difficult
to establish following disturbance. The erosion potential for disturbed soils would be greatest during
and immediately after road construction. Afterwards, soils would stabilize as they settle and as
vegetation becomes reestablished.

3.3.6 Cumulative Impacts—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

The region of influence considered for cumulative impacts on geology and soils is the Hanford Site.
Past and present activities that have affected soils at the Hanford Site are development and fire,
which have led to soil erosion, compaction, and the removal of vegetation. Project-related activities
that result in soil erosion, compaction, and loss of productivity would add to these past and present
soil disturbing events. In addition, the other BPA projects proposed on the Hanford Site (see
Appendix A) have the potential to result in impacts similar to those described above for the
Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative. Implementation of the mitigation measures
described in Section 3.3.4 would ensure that the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
would not contribute significantly to cumulative soil impacts. Further, future unconnected BPA
actions on the Hanford Site would be subject to NEPA review, which would likely result in the
development of similar mitigation measures as those proposed for the Proposed Action and
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Rebuild-in-Place Alternative. As such, the contribution of either alternative to cumulative impacts is
considered low.

Future impacts from DOE-RL development are expected to be limited to previously disturbed areas,
as directed by the Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Hanford Reach National Monument’s
Comprehensive Conservation Plan. A DOE-RL proposed natural gas line project that would cross the
Hanford Site would be buried underground and likely result in clearing, grading, and disturbance to
soils.

3.3.7 Environmental Consequences—No Action Alternative

Under the No Action Alternative, the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission
lines would not be rebuilt at one time, but rather, structures would be replaced as they fail or
become unacceptably dilapidated. Because most of the existing structures are very close to the end
of their useful service life, maintenance activities would likely increase. The No Action Alternative
would likely involve the same amount of disturbance on soils as the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, but
such disturbance would be spread over a longer time (multiple years) rather than in one, 7-month
construction period (October to April). Replacing structures piecemeal would require multiple
entries into the study area rather than a single entry point and could lead to more soil erosion than
under existing conditions.
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3.4 Vegetation

3.4.1 Affected Environment

The vegetation study area includes all areas within 500 feet of the existing and proposed ROWs,
access roads, and staging areas.

The project area is within the Columbia Basin physiographic province (Franklin and Dyrness 1988).
Shrub-steppe is the most common native vegetation of the Columbia Basin although more than half
of the shrub-steppe habitat formerly present has been removed by development primarily for
cropland (Wooten No Date). Much of what remains has been severely altered by grazing. The
Hanford Site contains some of the largest stands of high quality shrub-steppe habitat in Washington.
Only about 6 percent of the site has been developed (Duncan 2007; Neitzel 2005), and some stands
of late-successional shrub-steppe remain in near pristine condition (Duncan 2007).

Level of Concern Ratings

DOE-RL manages vegetation and other biological resources at the Hanford Site through the Hanford
Site Biological Resources Management Plan (DOE-RL 2001). A key component of the plan is the level
of concern ratings, which are broken out by numerical levels, depending on resource sensitivity
(Level I, 1, I, and 1V). Level | resources are of lowest sensitivity while Level IV resources are typically
near pristine or unique communities. Levels Il and IV resources require mitigation via rectification
(on-site restoration) and compensatory (off-site) mitigation, with the goal of no net loss of Level llI
or Level IV resources. DOE-RL defines levels of concern for specific plant or animal species and for
landscape-level attributes, such as plant communities or habitats.

The general distribution of plant communities and associated level of concern ratings and within the
study area include:

e Level | plant communities are scattered in a mosaic within Segments 2, 3, and 4 of the
project. Existing roads and structure locations are also classified as Level | vegetation
(although not mapped in Figure 3.4-1).

o Level Il plant communities occur in a portion of Segment 4 that includes a stand of sand
dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus)-Sandberg bluegrass (Poa secunda)-cheatgrass (Bromus
tectorum) mix and a stand of non-native crested wheatgrass (Agropyron cristatum).

o Level lll plant communities are the most abundant level of concern within the study area.
Most of Segments 1, 2, and 3 contain late-successional shrub-steppe.

o Level IV plant communities occur in several places in the study area. Segment 2 would cross
approximately 4,100 feet of shrub-steppe vegetation. Segment 3 crosses a basalt outcrop
area associated with Gable Butte and a stand of shrub-steppe associated with the northern
slope of Gable Mountain. Segment 4 crosses approximately 3.5 miles of the Hanford Dunes.

Figure 3.4-1 presents a map of level of concern ratings within the study area under both the
Proposed Action and the Rebuild-In-Place Alternative.
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Special-Status Plant Species

Special-status plant species are those species that have been identified for protection and/or
management under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), or the
Washington State Natural Heritage Program. No plant species listed as threatened or endangered
under the ESA have been identified on the Hanford Site (Duncan 2007). The USFWS (2011) lists one
plant species, Ute ladies’-tresses (Spiranthes diluvialis), in Benton County as threatened. The Ute
ladies’-tresses is associated with floodplains and wet habitats along the Columbia River

(WDNR 1999). As discussed in Section 3.6, the study area does not contain water bodies, riparian, or
wetland habitats, and therefore suitable habitat is not likely present for Ute ladies’-tresses

The USFWS lists one candidate species, Umtanum desert buckwheat (Eriogonum codium), as
potentially occurring in Benton County (USFWS 2011). This species occurs at elevations ranging from
1,100 to 1,320 feet. Because the maximum elevation of the study area is 715 feet, suitable habitat is
not likely present in the study area.

The USFWS recently proposed ESA protection for two plants found only in the Hanford Reach
National Monument: the Umtanum desert buckwheat and White Bluffs bladderpod (Physaria
douglasii subsp. tuplashensis) (USFWS 2012). Neither species nor their proposed critical habitat is
present within the vegetation study area. The buckwheat and its associated proposed critical habitat
are found on basalt outcrops near the top of Umtanum Ridge, approximately one-third mile south of
Midway Substation. The bladderpod and associated proposed critical habitat is limited to the White
Bluffs area of the Hanford Reach, located across the river from the study area. For these reasons,
suitable habitat is not likely present in the study area.

DOE-RL’s biological resource inventory data (DOE-RL 2012), obtained by BPA through the Mission
Support Alliance (MSA), includes records for five non-ESA-listed sensitive plant species (i.e., State-
listed threatened or sensitive species or federal Species of Concern) with known locations within the
study area (see Table 3.4-1; ). Special-status plants, such as Hoover’s desert parsley, Suksdorf’s
monkey-flower, Great Basin gilia, small-flower evening primrose, dwarf evening-primrose, and gray
cryptantha, have been documented along Segments 1, 3, and 4, and Suksdorf’s monkey-flower has
been documented within the Scooteney Tap extension area of proposed reroute (Segment 2). Based
on the presence of big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) within all line segments, other special-status
plant species could be present. Botanical surveys are being conducted concurrently with the
preparation of this Preliminary EA, and results will incorporated into the Final EA. A complete list of
sensitive plant species potentially occurring within the study area is presented in Appendix C,
“Biological Resource Supplemental Information.”

Noxious Weeds

Noxious Weeds are non-native plant species that invade native plant communities and displace
native plants. Species identified in the DOE-RL Integrated Vegetation Management EA

(DOE-RL 2011) as noxious weeds of high priority for control on the Hanford Site include Russian
knapweed (Rhaponticum repens), diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa), spotted knapweed
(Centaurea maculosa), yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis), rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla
juncea), dalmation toadflax (Linaria genistifolia), purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), baby’s breath
(Gypsophila paniculata), medusahead (Taeniatherum canput-medusae), and saltcedar

(Tamarix spp.) (DOE-RL 2011).
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Table 3.4-1. Special-Status Plant Species Documented within the Study Area

Species e SIS Habitat Association =BT 7 O
P Status' | Status®? near Study Area
Hoover’s desert Loose talus, where hot, . .
Federal Associated with the talus
parsley . State dry, rocky, and unstable .
. Species of . . slopes of Umtanum Ridge,
Lomatium Sensitive conditions support few
Concern . south of Segment 1

tuberosum other plant species
Suksdorf’s High moisture with small- | Segment 1 near basal

State scale erosion that expose | OUtcrops
monkey-flower None Sensiti the mi | soil ded
Mimulus suksdorfii ensitive e minera SO-I s n.ee e Segment 2, Scooteney Tap

for seed germination extension area
. Dry, gravelly or sandy, fine
Great Basin gilia State . . Segment 1 near basal
- . None reddish to blackish
Gilia leptomeria Threatened . outcrops
lithosols
Small-flower llv basal q | basal
evening-primrose None Sta.tt'e Grzve y basa t,. sandy soils | Segment 1 near basa
Camissonia minor Sensitive and cryptogamic crust outcrops
. Open environments
Dwarf evening- . . .
X associated with disturbed,
primrose State . . Segment 3, south of central
. . None . unstable soil or gravel in .
Camissonia Sensitive Gable Mountain
maea steep talus, dry washes,
pvg banks, and road cuts
Gray cryptantha Federal State
Cryptantha Species of s Shifting sand dunes Segment 4, Hanford Dunes
Sensitive

leucophaea Concern

Sources: WDNR 2012b, DOE-RL 2012
Notes:

'Federal species of concern is an informal term that refers to those species which the USFWS believes might be in need of
concentrated conservation actions.

% State sensitive species are vulnerable or declining and could become endangered or threatened in the state.

® State threatened species include “any wildlife species native to the state of Washington that is likely to become an
endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout a significant portion of its range within the state without
cooperative management or removal of threats.”

Other non-native, invasive plant species that are of concern at the Hanford Site are Russian thistle
(Salsola tragus) and cheatgrass because areas infested with these species are prone to intensive
wildfires (DOE-RL 2011). These species are so abundant at the Hanford Site that they are considered
“naturalized,” and control, rather than eradication, is the primary management objective for these
species. In addition to increasing fire risks, invasive species are a major concern for protection of
shrub-steppe habitats at the Hanford Site. Field studies are being conducted in spring of 2012 to
identify noxious weed populations in the study area. Field study results will be included in the Final
EA.

Fire History

Due to the hot, dry climate of the study area, wildfire is a natural element of shrub-steppe habitats;
however, due to altered habitats, particularly those supporting high-density weed populations such
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as Russian thistle and cheatgrass, wildfires burn more frequently, intensively, and over larger areas
than under historic conditions, and fire is a major threat to late-successional shrub-steppe (Link et
al. No Date). Fire history maps maintained by DOE-RL (DOE-RL 2012) indicate historic fires near the
Midway Substation but outside of the study area in 1977, 1993, and 1996. A large fire in 1984
burned much of Segment 4, including a portion of the Hanford Dunes. The fire caused some dune
areas that had been stabilized by vegetation to “reactivate” and begin transporting sand downwind
(Duncan 2007).

3.4.2 Environmental Consequences—Proposed Action (Reroute
Alternative)

Potential impacts on vegetation from the Proposed Action would occur when improving existing
roads and constructing new access roads; establishing staging areas; removing existing structures
and installing new structures; establishing tensioning sites; and installing conductors, overhead
ground wires, and counterpoise. Direct impacts on vegetation would include the removal of or
disturbance to vegetation, including crushing vegetation; damage to plant roots from compaction of
soils by heavy equipment; and the loss of seed banks through soil disturbance. As discussed in
Sections 2.2.6 and 2.4, vegetation disturbance would primarily occur in areas around and adjacent
to work areas (e.g., structure removal and installation areas, access roads, stringing sites). The entire
ROW would not be cleared of vegetation for construction.

Indirect impacts could include the introduction and spread of noxious weed species and disturbance
to plant communities from erosion and sedimentation.

Removal of Existing Structures and Installation of New Structures

Removing and installing structures under the Proposed Action would require trucks and other
construction equipment (e.g., boom cranes, backhoes, and line trucks) that would disturb
vegetation, damage cryptogamic crusts, disturb seed banks, and compact soils within an
approximately 50-feet by 100-feet (0.1 acre) area at two-pole structures and within an
approximately 100-feet by 100-feet (0.2 acre) area at three-pole structure sites (see Section 2.4.4).
To minimize disturbance in sensitive areas, such as Levels Il and IV habitats, the disturbance area
could be reduced to 50 feet by 50 feet per structure (0.06 acre), if site-specific conditions allow (see
Section 3.4.4). Based on typical construction work areas (i.e., not reduced), removing and installing
structures would disturb approximately 30.1 acres of vegetation, of which 18.4 acres would be Level
Il plant communities and 3.1 acres would be Level IV plant communities (Table 3.4-2).

Impacts, such as crushing or removing special-status plant through accessing work areas; using
staging yards, stringing sites, or snubs; or excavating for structure removal, replacement, and/or
new construction (including guy wire and counterpoise installation or removal) would be avoided if
possible. Suksdorf’s monkey-flower and other associated special-status species (see Table 3.4-1)
may be disturbed or destroyed in portions of Segment 1 and along the Scooteney Tap transmission
line. Also, individuals and clusters of gray cryptantha are known to occur within a 3.5-mile-long
project crossing of the Hanford Dunes in Segment 4. Suitable habitat for other special-status species
is present within much of the project area, particularly in stands of vegetation classified as Level llI
and IV, and special-status plants may be disturbed or destroyed in these areas as well.
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Table 3.4-2. Vegetation Impacts from Installing and Removing Structures (in Acres)

Proposed Action Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
Level of
Concern Temporary1 Permanent’ Total | Temporary | Permanent Total
Level | 6.8 0.6 7.3 4.1 0.1 4.2
Level Il 1.1 0.1 1.2 1.1 0.1 1.3
Level 11 16.7 1.7 18.4 10.3 0.5 10.9
Level IV 31 0.1 3.1 3.2 0.0 3.2
Total 27.7 24 30.1 18.7 0.7 19.5

1Temporary disturbance areas would be restored following construction.

2 permanent disturbance includes new disturbance around structures that would remain unvegetated. For
structures that would be removed and rebuilt in the same locations, structures would be installed on previously
disturbed ground and no new permanent impacts would occur.

Signage, fences, or flagging would be installed where needed to restrict vehicles and equipment to
designated routes outside of sensitive plant communities and species habitat. Because disturbance
to vegetation from the Proposed Action would occur mainly in Level Il plant communities,
temporary impacts could be moderate to high, although implementation of the mitigation measures
described in Section 3.4.4 would reduce construction-related impacts to moderate. In the long-
term, development of a restoration plan, as described in Section 3.4.4, would compensate for
permanent vegetation loss; long-term impact would be low to moderate.

Potential vegetation impacts associated with tensioning sites could include clearing and crushing of
vegetation, damage of plant roots from soil compaction, and soil disturbance. These areas would be
sited, as practical, to minimize impacts to vegetation communities, and mitigation measures
discussed in Section 3.4.4 would be implemented in these areas. Overall, vegetation impacts at
tensioning and guy wire sites would be low to moderate, depending on their placement.

Access Roads

Access road construction and improvement would require removal of existing vegetation, grading,
compaction, and placement of crushed rock as a road base. Based on an assumed 14-foot-wide road
bed, an additional 4.0 feet could be required for expanded roadbeds, where needed, and an
additional 6.0 feet (3.0 feet on each side of the road bed) would be cleared of shrubby vegetation
(see Section 2.2.6). Access road improvements, construction of new roads, and roadside clearing
would permanently remove approximately 45.1 acres of vegetation, of which 20.6 acres would be
Level Ill and 7.6 acres would be Level IV plant communities (Table 3.4-3). Implementation of the
mitigation measures described in Section 3.4.4 would reduce construction-related impacts on
vegetation resulting from access road improvements to moderate.
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Table 3.4-3. Permanent Vegetation Impacts from Access Road Work (in Acres)

Proposed Action Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
Level of New Road Roadside New Road | Roadside

Concern Bed' Clearing® | Total Bed' Clearing? Total
Level | 6.2 7.1 13.3 4.3 5.7 10.0
Level Il 1.6 2.0 3.6 1.6 2.0 3.6
Level 11l 8.9 11.7 20.6 8.6 12.6 21.2
Level IV 3.4 4.2 7.6 4.1 5.2 9.3
Total 20.1 25.0 45.1 18.5 25.5 44.0

! New road bed includes cleared and compacted surfaces.

?Includes areas where vegetation would be managed under BPA’s Transmission System Vegetation
Management Program Final Environmental Impact Statement/Record of Decision (BPA 2000) and additional
areas where road width may be expanded beyond the 14-foot standard road width.

Impacts associated with access road construction on populations of special status plants would be
avoided if possible. In the vicinity of special status plant populations, staking or flagging would be
installed where needed prior to construction to restrict vehicles and equipment to designated
routes. Construction would likely avoid most special status plant populations entirely; however,
Suksdorf’s monkey-flower and other associated special-status species (see Table 3.4-1) may be
disturbed or destroyed through vegetation removal within the access road beds or vegetation
trimming along the access road shoulders in portions of Segment 1 and along the Scooteney Tap
transmission line. Also, known populations of gray cryptantha are found along the 3.5-mile portion
of line in the Hanford Dunes in Segment 4. Suitable habitat for other special-status species is also
present within much of the project area. Impacts to these populations would be reduced by
implementation of the mitigation measures identified in Section 3.4.4. Impacts on special status
plants from the Proposed Action are expected to be low to moderate.

Staging Areas

Proposed staging areas would be in previously disturbed, cleared areas and would result in little-to-
no direct vegetation loss. Noxious and invasive weeds at such sites would be managed according to
the DOE-RL Integrated Vegetation Management EA (DOE-RL 2011). After completion of the project,
staging areas would be returned to pre-project condition based on photo documentation and
revegetated as needed. Overall, vegetation impacts at staging areas would be low.

Operation and Maintenance

Ongoing vegetation management would occur within the existing ROWs (Segments 1 and 4) orin a
new ROW adjacent to an existing ROW (Segment 2). Vegetation management would be conducted
in accordance with BPA’s Transmission System Vegetation Management Program FEIS / ROD

(BPA 2000), which prescribes a variety of methods to keep plants from interfering with transmission
lines, including manual, mechanical, chemical, and biological methods to foster low-growing plant
communities and keep plants from interfering with transmission lines (BPA 2000). In addition,
vegetation management subsequent to construction would be subject to DOE-RL’s Integrated
Vegetation Management EA (DOE-RL 2011), as applicable, which outlines DOE-RL’s site-wide
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vegetation management program to manage invasive plants and noxious weeds (DOE-RL 2011).
Control of invasive species, including noxious weeds, and associated measures to avoid and
minimize impacts on native vegetation communities are included in the program. Overall, the
continuation of ongoing vegetation management would have a low to moderate impact on
vegetation.

During operation and maintenance, impacts on sensitive plant species could also occur during
periodic clearing of shrubs, soil disturbance, and the application of herbicides. Operation and
maintenance under the Proposed Action would include periodic trimming, cutting, or clearing of
shrubs, including sage brush, to allow access to the transmission line and to prevent vegetation from
growing too close to conductors. Such actions can directly reduce habitat quality within late-
successional shrub-steppe habitats and inhibit the reestablishment of native plants within disturbed
areas. Impacts to sensitive plant species during operation and maintenance would be low to
moderate depending on activity type.

Noxious Weeds

Construction activities would result in soil disturbance and removal of existing vegetation, which
may introduce invasive plant species. The aggressive nature of invasive species, their prevalence on
the Hanford Site, and their preference for disturbed sites means that non-native species (such as
cheatgrass, tumblemustard [Sisymbrium altissimum], and Russian thistle) are likely to colonize
disturbed areas. In addition, increases in non-native species, particularly cheatgrass and Russian
thistle, would increase the risks fire and associated loss of big sagebrush cover within Levels I, IlI
and IV shrub-steppe plant communities. While much of the areas that would be vulnerable to
increased invasive species would be within areas already disturbed by existing structures and roads
(i.e., Segments 1 and 4), installing structures in new locations for Segment 2 would create new areas
of disturbance, likely resulting in more invasive species where current native vegetation is dominant
(particularly in Levels Il and IV areas). In addition, abandoned structure sites within Segment 3,
which would be revegetated, would remain vulnerable to encroachment by invasive species for
many years, based on the difficulty of reestablishing shrub-steppe vegetation on previously
disturbed ground.

Several mitigation measures identified in Section 3.4.4 would be implemented to reduce the likely
spread of invasive species and measures, specified under BPA’s Transmission System Vegetation
Management Program FEIS/ROD (BPA 2000) and under DOE-RL’s Integrated Vegetation
Management EA (DOE-RL 2011), such as conducting invasive weed species surveys before and after
construction and treating new infestations identified after construction. Because invasive species
would be actively controlled according to established plans, the Proposed Action would be expected
to result in a moderate impact from invasive species within areas disturbed by construction and
operation and maintenance.

3.4.3 Environmental Consequences—Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
Impacts on vegetation from the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be similar to those described

under the Proposed Action. As discussed in Sections 2.3.6 and 2.4, vegetation disturbance would
primarily occur in areas around and adjacent to work areas (e.g., structure removal and installation
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areas, access roads, stringing sites). The entire ROW would not be cleared of vegetation for
construction.

Removal of Existing Structures and Installation of New Structures

The primary difference between the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative and the Proposed Action is that the
Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line would not be rerouted, and structures would generally be
rebuilt in place, thereby resulting in lower amounts of ground disturbance and loss of vegetation.
Structures would be rebuilt within areas previously disturbed from existing structures. However,
adjacent vegetation would be temporarily disturbed by trucks and other construction equipment
that would crush vegetation, damage cryptogamic crusts, disturb seed banks, and compact soils
within work areas. Based on typical construction areas, removing and installing structures (including
the installation of guy wires and counterpoise) for the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would
temporarily disturb approximately 18.7 acres of vegetation, of which 10.3 acres would be Level lll
plant communities and 3.2 acres would be Level IV plant communities (see Table 3.4-2). To minimize
disturbance in sensitive areas, such as Levels Ill and IV habitats, the project disturbance area could
be reduced to 50 feet by 50 feet per structure (0.1 acre), if site-specific conditions allow (see

Section 3.4.4). While disturbance under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be less than under
the Proposed Action, vegetation impacts in Level lll plant communities would still occur. Temporary
impacts could be moderate although implementation of mitigation measures (see Section 3.4.4)
would reduce construction-related impacts to low. As with the Proposed Action, long-term impacts
would be low to moderate with development and implementation of a restoration plan.

Impacts from structure replacement and construction for the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative on
populations of special status plants would be avoided if possible. Because the Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative would not include the extension of Scooteney Tap transmission line, disturbance to
Suksdorf’s monkey-flower and associated species in this portion of the study area would be avoided.
Because of the overall lower disturbance within Levels Il and IV vegetation, impacts on other
special-status species from removal of existing structures and installation of new structures under
the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be low to moderate (low in the long-term with development
of a restoration plan as described in Section 3.4.4). As with the Proposed Action, signage, fences, or
flagging would be installed where needed, to restrict vehicles and equipment to designated routes
outside of sensitive plant communities and.

Impacts from tensioning sites for the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be to the same as those
under the Proposed Action (low to moderate, depending on their placement).

Access Roads

As with the Proposed Action, access road construction and improvement would require removal of
existing vegetation, grading, compaction, and placement of crushed rock as a road base. Access road
construction and improvement and roadside vegetation management under the Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative would permanently remove approximately 44.0 acres of vegetation, of which 21.2 acres
would be Level Ill plant communities and 9.3 acres would be Level IV plant communities (see

Table 3.4-3). With implementation of mitigation measures (see Section 3.4.4) construction-related
impacts on vegetation resulting from access road improvements would low to moderate.
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As with the Proposed Action, impacts on populations of special status plants from access road
construction under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative may occur. Staking or flagging of special status
plant populations prior to construction to restrict vehicles and equipment to designated routes
would reduce impacts. Construction would likely avoid most special status plant populations
entirely. However, populations of gray cryptantha found along the 3.5-mile portion of line in the
Hanford Dunes may be impacted, though disturbance would be avoided if possible. Suitable habitat
for other special-status species is also present within much of the project area. Impacts to these
populations would be reduced by implementation of the mitigation measures identified in

Section 3.4.4 resulting in a low to moderate on special status plants from the Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative.

Staging Areas

As with the Proposed Action, staging areas under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be on
previously cleared, disturbed soil areas and would result in little to no direct vegetation loss. Overall,
vegetation impacts at staging areas would be low.

Operation and Maintenance

Operation and maintenance activities under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be to the same
as those described under the Proposed Action, including periodic trimming, cutting, or clearing of
shrubs to allow access to the transmission line and to prevent vegetation from growing too close to
conductors. Vegetation maintenance would be conducted in accordance with BPA’s Transmission
System Vegetation Management Program FEIS/ROD (BPA 2000) and DOE-RL’s Integrated Vegetation
Management EA (DOE-RL 2011), as applicable. Overall, the continuation of ongoing vegetation
management under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would have a low to moderate impact on
vegetation.

As with the Proposed Action, operation and maintenance of the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative could
cause impacts on sensitive species. With implementation of mitigation measures described in
Section 3.4.4 during maintenance activities, impacts to sensitive species would be low to moderate
depending on activity type.

Noxious Weeds

The Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would result in the removal of existing vegetation and soil
disturbance, which may increase invasive plant species and associated fire risks. However, in
contrast with the Proposed Action, this alternative would not involve placing structures in new
locations, likely resulting in lower levels of disturbance and corresponding levels of introduced
invasive species. As with the Proposed Action, mitigation measures described in BPA’s Transmission
System Vegetation Management Program Final EIS/ROD (BPA 2000) and under DOE-RL’s Integrated
Vegetation Management EA (DOE-RL 2011), such as conducting invasive weed species surveys
before and after construction and treating new infestations identified after construction, would be
implemented to minimize the spread of invasive species. The Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would
likely result in some increase of invasive species within areas disturbed by construction and
operation and maintenance and this impact is anticipated to be low to moderate.
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3.4.4 Mitigation Measures—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place

Alternative

If the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative is implemented, the following mitigation
measures would minimize impacts on vegetation:

Cut or crush vegetation rather than blade in areas that would remain vegetated to maximize
the ability of native plants to resprout.

Prepare soils if needed prior to seeding (see Section 3.3.4).

Collaborate with the DOE-RL to determine and carry out the best control measures deemed
locally effective for weed control during construction and over the life of the line.

Conduct invasive weed surveys prior to and following construction to determine potential
weed spread and appropriate corrective actions.

Where possible, treat identified infestations prior to construction either manually,
mechanically, and/or chemically.

Air- or water-pressure wash vehicles and other equipment that have been in weed infested
areas at established blow or wash stations upon leaving the infested areas to prevent
spreading weeds to uninfected areas during construction.

Monitor and treat existing and new infestations during construction on a minimum annual
basis and for 3 years after construction.

Use weed-free mulch, if mulch is used for erosion control.

Equip all vehicles with basic fire-fighting equipment, including extinguishers and shovels to
prevent fires that could encourage weed growth.

Reduce access road widths to 14-feet-wide or less (instead of a maximum of 20 feet) to the
extent possible. Reduce road width within Levels lll and IV vegetation (e.g., 12-foot-wide
maximum) as much as possible.

Reduce construction footprint to 50-feet by 50-feet instead of 50-feet by 100-feet or 100-
feet by 100-feet in Levels Il and IV habitat types, as much as possible.

Make BPA contractors aware of the locations of sensitive plants identified in the
preconstruction botanical survey and establish site-specific avoidance strategies during
construction.

Develop a soil and vegetation restoration plan prior to construction in coordination with
DOE-RL and other interested parties.

Catalog all individual plants and clusters of special-status plant species that cannot be
avoided and include in the soil and vegetation restoration plan measures to replace at least
as many individual plants as were lost.
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e Use seed and rooted planting materials in accordance with Section 7.7.2 of the Hanford Site
Biological Resources Management Plan (DOE-RL 2001) that (1) represent a broad
community (shrubs, forbs, grasses) and include species of plants that have cultural
significance to the tribes, (2) are native to the Hanford Site, and (3) are the appropriate
specific genetic or ecotypic derivation for the Hanford Site.

e Implement restoration or stabilization actions as soon as is reasonably possible after ground
disturbing activities.

e Develop a plan, in cooperation with DOE-RL and other interested parties, to support off-site
restoration projects that would compensate for long-term or permanent sensitive
vegetation loss, if needed.

3.4.5 Unavoidable Impacts Remaining After Mitigation—Proposed
Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

The Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would directly remove late-successional
shrub-steppe and could directly remove special-status plant species (full extent to be determined
based on the outcome of botanical field surveys). Implementation of the mitigation measures
identified in Section 3.4.4, including on-site restoration and offsite mitigation, would reduce impacts
to these plant populations. Therefore, impacts are anticipated to be temporary and moderate, with
unavoidable adverse impacts occurring during the lag-time between the on-site losses and
achievement of successful on-site restoration or off-site compensatory mitigation targets.

Construction-related ground disturbance and long-term vegetation management would likely result
in invasive species colonizing disturbed areas. Impacts from weed spread could be moderate to high
without appropriate mitigation; however, the mitigation measures discussed in Section 3.4.4 would
be implemented to minimize the spread of invasive species. Because invasive species would be
actively controlled according to established programs, the project would likely result in moderate
increases of invasive species within areas disturbed by project construction and operation and
maintenance.

3.4.6 Cumulative Impacts—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

The region of influence considered for cumulative impacts on vegetation is the Hanford Site. While
the Hanford Site contains some of the largest blocks of remaining shrub-steppe habitat in the
Columbia Basin, several past and ongoing actions (see Appendix A) have disturbed and removed
large areas of shrub-steppe at the site, including historic nuclear facilities and related infrastructure,
site cleanup activities, and wildfires. Collectively, these past impacts have disturbed approximately
45 percent of shrub-steppe vegetation at the Hanford Site (based on acreages presented in DOE-RL
2009a, Appendix T).

Reasonably foreseeable future actions, such as BPA vegetation management on ROWs crossing the
Hanford Site not associated with the project, the future rebuild of Midway-Moxee No. 1
transmission line, the Midway-Benton No. 2 Fiber Replacement Project, future development under
the Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan, the establishment of trails, and future energy
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development, would result in vegetation clearing, soil disturbance, and compaction, and the
potential introduction of noxious and other invasive weeds. Current restoration and rehabilitation
efforts are underway over many hundreds of acres at the Hanford Site, which will have a long-term
beneficial ongoing and future impact on vegetation within the site. Over time, these areas are
expected to increase the amount of Levels Ill and IV habitats at the Hanford Site, such as shrub-
steppe.

Contributions to cumulative impacts on vegetation under either the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-
Place Alternative would be limited to the temporary reduction of late-successional shrub-steppe
during lag time between vegetation losses during construction and vegetation gains during
restoration and mitigation, if needed. Therefore, over the long term, the project’s contribution to
cumulative impacts on vegetation would be low.

3.4.7 Environmental Consequences—No Action Alternative

Under the No Action Alternative, the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would not be
constructed and construction-related impacts on vegetation would not occur; however, current
vegetation management practices would continue, including application of herbicides at structure
locations. No new disturbance would occur within Levels Il or IV vegetation, and no special-status
plant species would be removed. Ongoing maintenance activities would likely be higher than under
the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative because the aging structures would require
more repairs and piecemeal replacement, resulting in more frequent disturbance to vegetation such
as trampling by vehicles accessing structures. Overall, because the No Action Alternative would be a
continuation of the existing transmission line, impact levels on vegetation would likely be low
except where deteriorating structures require increased maintenance activities that could lead to
more vegetation impacts than under existing conditions
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3.5 Wildlife

3.5.1 Affected Environment

The study area for wildlife includes all terrestrial habitats (upland) within 0.6 mile of the existing and
proposed ROWSs centerlines, based on the buffer distance for ferruginous hawks (Buteo regalis)
specified in the Hanford Site Biological Resources Management Plan (DOE-RL 2001). Unless
otherwise cited, information regarding wildlife species and habitat use is based on the Hanford Site
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Characterization Report (Duncan 2007) and on biological
resource inventory data provided by DOE-RL for all lands within 1.8 miles of the existing and
proposed ROWs (DOE-RL 2012).

Wetland, riparian, and riverine habitats at the Hanford Site are associated with the Columbia River,
which at its closest point (near the Benton Substation) is 0.3 mile from the existing and proposed
ROWs (see Section 3.6).

Terrestrial habitats within the study area that support wildlife include late-successional shrub-
steppe, basalt outcrops associated with Gable Butte and Gable Mountain, and the Hanford Dunes.

The State of Washington considers shrub-steppe a priority habitat because of its relative scarcity in
the state and its importance to several state-listed wildlife species (WDFW 2008). As described in
Section 3.4, the existing and proposed ROWs cross large areas of late-successional shrub-steppe
(Levels Il and IV vegetation). These areas support many types of terrestrial wildlife, including game
animals such as the Rocky Mountain elk (Cervus canadensis) and mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus);
predators such as coyote (Canis latrans), bobcat (Lynx rufus), and badger (Taxidea taxus); and small
herbivores such as western harvest mice (Reithrodontomys megalotis), voles (Microtis sp.), and
black-tailed jackrabbits (Lepus californicus). The Great Basin pocket mouse (Perognathus parvus) is
the most common mammal at the Hanford Site and occurs throughout all habitat types. Forty-one
bird species are common to shrub and grassland habitats, including common raven (Corvus corax),
western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta), horned lark (Eremophila alpestris), long-billed curlew
(Numenius americanus), vesper sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus), and sage sparrow (Amphispiza belli)
(DOE-RL 2009a). Appendix C, “Biological Resource Supplemental Information,” contains a list of
wildlife species likely to occur within the project area.

Basalt outcrops, talus, and rocky soils also contribute to biodiversity and support nesting habitat for
prairie falcons (Falco mexicanus) and hawks and resting, cover, foraging, and hibernating habitats
for snakes (called hibernaculum). Extensive talus slopes and cliffs associated with Umtanum Ridge
are present in the study area south of Segment 1. Talus, basalt outcrops, and cliffs are also present
where Segment 3 crosses near Gable Butte.

Segment 4 crosses approximately 3.5 miles of the Hanford Dunes, which is located in the Hanford
Reach National Monument and an area that is known to support reptiles such as side-blotched lizard
(Uta stansburiana) and several species of snake, including racer (Coluber constrictor), gopher snake
(Pituophis melanoleucus), and western rattlesnake (Crotalus viridis).

The project area is outside of primary winter ranges of both Rocky Mountain elk and mule deer. The
Rattlesnake Hills elk herd that inhabits the Hanford Site tends to winter on the Fitzner-Eberhardt
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Arid Lands Ecology Reserve Unit, located south and west of the project area (Newsome 2011). Mule
deer tend to concentrate near the Columbia River, where they rely mainly on shoreline vegetation
and bitterbrush shrubs for browse (Duncan 2007).

Special-Status Species

Federal Threatened and Endangered Species

The USFWS has not designated any terrestrial habitats of the Hanford Site as critical habitat (USFWS
2011). Two species listed as threatened or endangered potentially occur in Benton County: the
pygmy rabbit (Brachylagus idahoensis) and the gray wolf (Canis lupus) (USFWS 2011). The pygmy
rabbit is a federal and State endangered species. The last known wild subpopulation was extirpated
by early 2004 (WDFW 2012). The WDFW has been conducting a captive breeding and release
program that has established isolated populations in Grant and Adams counties and, most recently,
in the Sagebrush Flat Wildlife Area in Douglas County (Duncan 2007, WDFW 2011). Due to this
restricted current distribution, pygmy rabbits are likely absent from the study area.

The gray wolf is becoming reestablished in Washington, but the closest wolf pack is in the Blue
Mountains approximately 70 miles east of the study area (WDFW 2012), and no wolf sightings have
been reported at the Hanford Site. Based on this current distribution, use of the site by wolves is
limited to possible wide-ranging transients.

The USFWS species list identified two candidate species as potentially occurring in Benton County:
the yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) and the greater sage-grouse (Centrocercus
urophasianus) (USFWS 2011). According to the Washington breeding bird atlas, yellow-billed cuckoo
is believed to have been extirpated as a breeder in Washington and, therefore, is likely absent from
the study area (Washington NatureMapping Program 2012). Greater sage-grouse were historically
present at the Hanford Site, but major fires are believed to have eliminated the native bunchgrass
cover needed by the species, and only infrequent transient individuals are expected to occur in the
area (Stinson et al. 2004, Duncan 2007). Long-term plans of shrub-steppe recovery at the Hanford
Site include possible reintroduction of this species in the future (Stinson et al. 2004).

Level of Concern Ratings

As described in Section 3.4, DOE-RL manages biological resources at the Hanford Site following the
Hanford Site Biological Resources Management Plan (DOE-RL 2001) and associated level of concern
ratings (Levels |, I, Il and IV), with Level | being the lowest sensitivity and Level IV the highest.

For wildlife species, levels of concern track closely (but not exactly) with special-status species
designations of the WDFW's priority habitats and species (PHS) program (WDFW 2008).

e Level | wildlife species (i.e., not special status) present in the study area include common
species (typically not PHS species), such as the Great Basin pocket mouse and deer mouse
(Peromyscus maniculatus).

e Level Il wildlife species include most species of birds (due to protection under the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act, see Section 4.3.4) and species identified as monitor species (species not
considered species of concern, but are monitored for status and distribution by the WDFW).
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o Level lll wildlife species include state-threatened species, including the ferruginous hawk, as
well as several shrub-steppe-associated or -dependent species such as burrowing owl (Athene
cunicularia), loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus), sage sparrow, and striped whipsnake
(Masticophis taeniatus). The golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) is also included in this category.

o Level IV wildlife species include four terrestrial species, only one of which, the bald eagle
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus), is known to regularly occur at the Hanford Site but not in the
study area (DOE-RL 2001). Bald eagles use is limited to within 0.25 mile of the Columbia
River, primarily during winter (DOE-RL 2009a). While bald eagles can be wide-ranging and
may occasionally fly over any portion of the Hanford Site, no bald eagle foraging, perching,
or night roosting locations are located within the study area (DOE-RL 2009b).

DOE-RL’s biological resource inventory data include records of Level lll species within the study area,
including ferruginous hawk, Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), and burrowing owl (DOE-RL 2012).
Project-specific surveys for ferruginous hawks and other hawks that nest in stick nests were conducted
in April 2012 using protocols developed in consultation with the WDFW and DOE-RL (Point
Environmental Consulting 2012a) and three active ferruginous hawk nests were found within the study
area. Two were located on steel-lattice towers of the Midway-Benton No. 2 transmission line, which
follows the Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines within Segment 4 (Point
Environmental Consulting 2012b) and one was located on a basalt cliff 0.5-mile north of Segment 3 on
the north side of Gable Butte. Additional surveys will be conducted later in the 2012 nesting season for
hawks and burrowing owl, and results of these surveys will be included in the Final EA.

Other Level Il species present in the study area include the shrub-steppe-dependent sage sparrow
and loggerhead shrike, which are likely present within portions of Segments 2, 3, and 4 that contain
late-successional (Levels Il and 1V) shrub-steppe. Table 3.5-1 lists all special-status species (or
groups of species) likely to occur within the study area.

Table 3.5-1. Special-Status Wildlife Species Likely to Occur within Study Area

: Federal State Level of Distribution in Vicinity
Species 1 23,4
Status™ | Status Concern of Study Area
Nesting occurs on steel-lattice towers
. . associated with 230-kV lines located adjacent
Ferruginous hawk Species of .
. Threatened 1l to the existing and proposed ROWs and on
Buteo regalis Concern . .
Gable Butte. Most foraging occurs off-site on
and near croplands.
Swainson’s hawk Nesting occurs on steel-lattice towers
. . None Monitor I associated with 230-kV lines located adjacent
Buteo swainsoni -
to the existing and proposed ROWs.
Not known to nest on the Hanford Site, but
GoId.en eagle None Candidate " breedllng pélrs,. mllg.rants, dispersing juveniles,
Aquila chrysaetos and wintering individuals may forage
throughout the study area.
. . Known to occur near Segment 2 (proposed
Burrowing owl Species of .
. . Monitor I center segment) and near the Hanford Dunes
Athene cunicularia Concern .
in Segment 4 (eastern segment).
Loggerhead shrike Species of . Occurs throughout Levels Ill and IV shrub-
; - Candidate I .
Lanius ludovicianus Concern steppe habitat.
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Table 3.5-1. Special-Status Wildlife Species Likely to Occur within Study Area (continued)

. Federal State Level of Distribution in Vicinity
Species 1 23,4

Status™ | Status Concern of Study Area
Sage s'parrow . None Candidate " Occurs thrqughout Levels Il and IV shrub-
Amphispiza belli steppe habitat.
Strlpe.d wh!psnak(.e None Candidate i Uncommon presence, but individuals may be
Masticophis taeniatus present throughout the study area.
Pale T d’s big- d bat . : ;

ae owr.lsen > DI ear? @ Species of . Not reported on Hanford Site, but potentially

Corynorhinus townsendii Candidate 1}

Concern present throughout the study area.
pallescens
Townsend’s ground squirrel Species of Candidate " Documented in and near the Hanford Dunes.
Spermophilus townsendii Concern May be present throughout the Hanford Site.
Black-ta||('ed Ja.ckrabb|t None Candidate " Uncommon species presence, but potentially
Lepus californicus present throughout the study area.
Grasshopper sparrow None Monitor " Occurs thrqughout Levels Ill and IV shrub-
Ammodramus savannarum steppe habitat.

May nest and forage in cleared areas (Level |
None Monitor Il vegetation) located in scattered patches
throughout the study area.

Long-billed curlew
Numenius americanus

Northern grasshopper mouse

None Monitor Il
Onychomys leucogaster
Sazebrash Imard Soecies of Associated with Hanford Dunes.
agebrush lizar ; pecies o Candidate "
Sceloporus graciosus Concern
Peregrine faI.con None Monitor Il
Falco peregrinus Nests in cliffs. Forages throughout the study
iri area.
Prairie fa!con None Monitor Il
Falco meicanus
Short-horned lizard . Occurs at low densities throughout the study
. None Monitor Il
Phrynosoma douglassi area.

Associated with talus. Most likely in Segment 1
None Monitor Il (western segment) and Segment 3 (existing
center segment).

Night snake
Hypsiglena torquata

Roost near basalt outcrops. Forage throughout
None Monitor Il the area, but this species is more common
near the Columbia River.

Special-status bats
(five species)’

Special-status butterflies . Occurs throughout Levels Il and IV shrub-
. . \5 None Monitor 1] .
(eight species) steppe habitat.

Sources: Duncan 2007, TNC 1999, WDFW 2008, USFWS 2011, Gitzen et al. 2001, Hallack 1998

'Federal species of concern is an informal term that refers to those species which the USFWS believes might be in need of
concentrated conservation actions

% State threatened species include “any wildlife species native to the state of Washington that is likely to become an
endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout a significant portion of its range within the state without
cooperative management or removal of threats.”

®State monitor species are not considered species of concern, but are monitored for status and distribution. They are
managed by the WDFW, as needed, to prevent them from becoming endangered, threatened, or sensitive.

% State candidate species are those planned for review for possible listing as state endangered, threatened, or sensitive. A
species will be considered for designation as a state candidate if sufficient evidence suggests that its status may meet the
listing criteria defined for state endangered, threatened, or sensitive.

> See Appendix C for a full list of the special-status bat and butterfly species.
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3.5.2 Environmental Consequences—Proposed Action
(Reroute Alternative)

Impacts on wildlife from the Proposed Action could include incidental mortality from construction
equipment and associated ground disturbance from access road work and structure removal and
installation; temporary displacement of wildlife near work areas and helicopter flight paths; avian
mortality due to collisions with conductors, ground wires, and guy wires; and long-term habitat
modification, loss, and degradation from access road work and removal and installation of
structures.

Wildlife Disturbance

Incidental mortality from project construction under the Proposed Action would be avoided for
most wildlife species because animals are typically highly mobile and will quickly flee if startled by
construction equipment. However, small mammals and reptiles that take refuge and hibernate
underground (construction would occur over winter) could be harmed or killed during construction.
Species that could be harmed in this way include the abundant Great Basin pocket mouse and some
less abundant state monitor species such as short-horned and sagebrush lizards, Townsend’s ground
squirrels, and northern grasshopper mouse. Direct disturbance of snake hibernaculum, including
those possibly used by striped whipsnake, a Level Il species, would not occur because no talus
habitat would be affected. Overall, while some incidental mortality of small animals may occur as a
result of the Proposed Action, for those species that are common and prolific reproducers, impacts
would occur at the scale of individuals and would likely not have an effect on the local or regional
populations. Therefore, incidental mortality impacts on wildlife would be low to moderate.

Temporary displacement of wildlife would result from increased noise and activity levels, including
the use of heavy equipment and helicopters to remove and install structures, string conductor, and
conduct access road work. Noise from land-based construction activities along the existing and
proposed ROWSs would represent a temporary increase over ambient noise conditions. Periods of
elevated helicopter noise, which may disturb wintering elk and bald eagles, would typically be
limited in duration to approximately 3 hours for any given line mile. Give the temporary nature of
the construction activity noise and the limited duration of helicopter use in any particular line mile,
the impact associated with noise would be temporary and moderate.

Avian Disturbance

Avian mortality is known to occur due to collisions with human-made structures, including
transmission lines (USFWS 2002). The existing and proposed ROWs are located away from the
Columbia River and associated flyways and avian concentration areas, so the risks to birds from the
Proposed Action would remain similar to the existing low levels.

Under the Proposed Action, aging conductors and ground wire would be replaced, and the new
conductors and ground wire would be more reflective for a few years after installation until the
wires naturally weather and dull. Initially, the potential for collisions may be reduced due to the new
conductors being slightly larger and more reflective than those currently deployed, but it is likely
that any benefit will decrease over time. Even after the conductors and ground wires weather and
dull, bird mortality risks as a result of collisions with conductors or ground wires would remain
similar to current levels because the lines would remain generally in the same location and away
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from the Columbia River and associated flyways and avian concentration areas. Therefore,
conductors and ground wires that would be reinstalled under the Proposed Action would result in
same low impact as current conditions.

Disturbance during the migratory bird nesting season would be avoided through construction
timing. Vegetation clearing is proposed to take place from October 2012 through March 2013, which
is outside of the migratory bird breeding season. BPA would avoid impacts on nesting ferruginous
hawks by avoiding construction within 0.6 mile of any active nest site from March 1 through

August 1, as required by the Hanford Site Biological Resources Management Plan (DOE-RL 2001).
BPA is conducting surveys for nesting hawks and burrowing owls along the entire proposed and
existing ROWs and will be developing site-specific timing restrictions to avoid disturbing nesting
hawks and burrowing owls. Based on the implementation of mitigation measures (see

Section 3.5.4), no direct impacts on active nest sites or dens in vegetation clearing sites would occur.

Seasonal timing restrictions (see Section 3.5.4) would also minimize possible disturbance of nesting
migratory birds from work crews entering the area for operations and maintenance, and thus, the
impacts on migratory birds is considered low.

Habitat Disturbance

Long-term habitat modification, loss, and degradation would be the most notable impact on wildlife
from the Proposed Action because impacts would be long term and would affect many types of
wildlife, including the several special-status species known to occur within the study area. The
Proposed Action would result in temporary disturbance of approximately 19.4 acres of late-
successional shrub-steppe habitat (Levels Ill and 1V) and 0.4 acre of basalt outcrops (a Level IV
habitat type) (Table 3.4-2). The Proposed Action would also result in the permanent loss of

30.0 acres of late-successional shrub-steppe habitat (Levels Ill and IV) through structure placement
and access road construction/improvement (Tables 3.4-2 and 3.4-3). Loss of this habitat would
directly reduce the local carrying capacity for shrub-steppe-dependent species, including sage
sparrow and loggerhead shrike.

As required under the Hanford Site Biological Resources Management Plan, direct loss of late-
successional shrub-steppe habitat (i.e., Levels lll and IV resources) would require on-site restoration
and/or off-site compensatory mitigation to achieve no net loss of habitat values (DOE-RL 2001).
Mitigation measures (see Section 3.5.4) would include specific measures to avoid, minimize, and
restore or mitigate for impacts to late-successional shrub -steppe and associated wildlife habitat
values. Through the implementation of the mitigation measures identified in Section 3.5.4 and those
developed in coordination with DOE-RL and other interested parties, net impacts on special-status
wildlife species from long-term habitat loss would be low to moderate.

Special-Status Species

As described in Section 3.5.1, no federally listed threatened, endangered, or candidate species are
present within the wildlife study area. Impacts on other special-status species would be low to
moderate, as evaluated in the previous three subsections (as part of Section 3.5.2) and as
summarized in Table 3.5-2.

Bonneville Power Administration 3-35



Chapter 3
Affected Environment, Environmental Consequences, and Mitigation Measures

Table 3.5-2. Impact Determinations for Special-Status Wildlife Species

Impact . . Level of
P: Rationale® Species
Magnitude Concern
Nest disturbance would be avoided through Ferruginous hawk (most foraging
seasonal timing restrictions. Minor reduction occurs off-site)
in habitat, based on large home range. - Ml
Swainson’s hawk
Burrowing owl
Long-billed curlew Il
Low . . . . .
Likely absent during proposed construction. Striped whipsnake 1]
Night snake 1]
Minor reduction in habitat, based on large Golden eagle 11
home range. Nesting occurs greater than ine fal
0.6 mile from proposed construction areas. Peregrine falcon I
Prairie falcon
Nest disturbance would be avoided through Loggerhead shrike
seasonal timing restrictions. m
Sage sparrow
Grasshopper sparrow
1]
Black-tailed jackrabbit
Moderate
Possible disturbance and incidental mortality | Townsend’s ground squirrel
during construction. Impacts would be h h
limited to the site of action and at the scale Northern grasshopper mouse "
of individuals and would not likely affect local | Short-horned lizard
or regional population levels for common and
fast reproducing species. Sagebrush lizard

"For all species, habitat loss would require, as applicable, on-site restoration and/or off-site compensatory
mitigation, in accordance with the Hanford Site Biological Resources Management Plan (DOE-RL 2001) and Hanford
Site Biological Resources Mitigation Strategy (DOE-RL 2003).

3.5.3 Environmental Consequences—Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

Impacts on wildlife from the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be similar to those described under
the Proposed Action. Similar activities could cause incidental wildlife mortality; temporary
displacement of wildlife; avian collisions; and long-term habitat modification, loss, and degradation.

Wildlife Disturbance

As with the Proposed Action, incidental mortality from project construction under the Rebuild-in-
Place Alternative would be avoided because most wildlife species are highly mobile and will flee if
startled by construction equipment. However, small mammals and reptiles that take refuge and
hibernate underground could be harmed or killed during construction. Overall, while some
incidental mortality of small animals may occur as a result of the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, for
those species that are common and prolific reproducers, impacts would occur at the scale of
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individuals and would likely not have an effect on the local or regional populations. Therefore,
incidental mortality impacts on wildlife would be low to moderate.

As with the Proposed Action, increased noise and activity levels during construction of the Rebuild-
in-Place Alternative would result in temporary displacement of wildlife although the impact would
be temporary. Periods of elevated helicopter noise, would typically be limited in duration to
approximately 3 hours for any given line mile. Given the temporary nature of the construction
activity noise and the limited duration of helicopter use in any particular line mile, the impact
associated with noise would be temporary and moderate.

Avian Disturbance

As with the Proposed Action, the existing ROWs are located away from the Columbia River and
associated flyways and avian concentration areas, so the risks to birds from the Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative would remain similar to existing low levels.

New conductors and ground wire installed for the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative be more reflective for
a few years after installation until the wires naturally weather and dull similar to the Proposed
Action. This may initially reduce the potential for collisions, but it is likely that any benefit would
decrease over time. Bird mortality risks as a result of collisions with conductors or ground wires
would remain similar to existing impact levels (low) as the lines would remain in the same location.

As with the Proposed Action, the migratory bird nesting season would be avoided (vegetation
clearing would occur between October 2012 and March 2013). Nesting ferruginous hawks within
0.6 mile of project activities would be avoided from March 1 through August 1. Based on the
implementation of these measures, no direct impacts on active nest sites in vegetation clearing sites
would occur. BPA is conducting surveys for nesting hawks and burrowing owls along the existing
ROWSs and will be developing site-specific timing restrictions to avoid disturbing nesting hawks and
burrowing owls.

Seasonal timing restrictions (see Section 3.5.4) would also be used during operation and
maintenance to minimize possible disturbance of nesting migratory birds; impacts during operation
and maintenance would be low.

Habitat Disturbance

Temporary and permanent alteration of shrub-steppe habitat during access road construction and
reconstruction, structure replacement, and the installation of new structures under the Rebuild-in-
Place Alternative would reduce habitat for wildlife species associated with such habitats. These
impacts would be minimized under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative because, with the exception of
seven structures, all would be constructed within the footprints of existing structures. The structure
installation, access road construction, and associated work would result in the temporary
disturbance of approximately 18.7 acres of late-successional shrub-steppe habitat (Levels Ill and IV)
(Table 3.4-2) and a permanent loss of approximately 30.3 acres of late-successional shrub-steppe
habitat (Levels Il and IV) and 0.7 acres of basalt outcrop (a Level IV habitat type) (Tables 3.4-2 and
3.4-3).
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As with the Proposed Action, loss of late-successional shrub-steppe habitat (i.e., Levels lll and IV
resources) would require on-site restoration and/or off-site compensatory mitigation to achieve no
net loss of habitat values. Through the implementation of mitigation measures (see Section 3.5.4)
and those developed in coordination with DOE-RL and other interested parties prior to project
construction, the direct impacts from loss of habitat would be low to moderate.

Special-Status Species

As discussed in Sections 3.5.1 and 3.5.2, no federally listed threatened, endangered, or candidate
species are present within the wildlife study area (no impact would occur to these species under the
Rebuild-in-Place Alternative). Impacts on other special-status species would be low to moderate, as
described above in this section (Section 3.5.3), and summarized in Table 3.5-2.

3.5.4 Mitigation Measures—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

If the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative is implemented, the following mitigation
measures would minimize impacts on wildlife and their habitats:

e Minimize the project ground disturbance footprint, including access road widths,
particularly in special-status areas, which can include shrub-steppe.

e Reseed disturbed areas (see Section 3.4.4).
e Prepare for fire control (see Section 3.4.4) to protect habitats.

e Plant native shrubs, such as big sagebrush, to replace shrub cover temporarily lost during
construction.

e Reseed disturbed areas after construction and regrading are complete, at the appropriate
time period for germination, with a seed mix recommended by DOE-RL and other Hanford
land management agencies and in consultation with other interested parties, as
appropriate.

e Avoid construction or other disturbance within 0.6 mile of active or potentially active
ferruginous hawk nest sites from March 1 through August 1.

e Avoid all historic ferruginous hawk nest site locations after March 1 until it is certain a
particular location will not be used for nesting that breeding season.

e Develop a nest site protection plan that addresses construction-related impacts on
Swainson’s and red-tailed hawks, burrowing owl, long-billed curlew, and other bird species.

e Continue to advise transmission maintenance crews on an annual basis of the occurrence
(general and/or specific locations), seasons of use, and sensitivity of nesting migratory birds,
raptors, and other special-status species that could be adversely affected by maintenance
activities. These crews will incorporate this information into their maintenance planning and
schedules to minimize adverse impacts on sensitive species.
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3.5.5 Unavoidable Consequences Remaining After Mitigation—
Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

Some incidental mortality of small mammal and reptile species that hibernate or take refuge
underground may be unavoidable, but impacts would occur at the scale of individuals; therefore,
impacts would be low to moderate.

Temporary displacement of wildlife would result from increased noise and activity levels during
construction, but such impacts would be temporary, and wildlife would be expected to return after
construction; therefore, impacts would be low.

The Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would result in the loss of wildlife habitat,
including late-successional shrub-steppe habitat (Levels Il and IV). Loss of late-successional shrub-
steppe would directly reduce the local carrying capacity for shrub-steppe-dependent species,
including sage sparrow and loggerhead shrike. With the implementation of avoidance, minimization,
rectification and compensatory mitigation measures (Section 3.5.4) to reduce wildlife habitat
impacts, net long-term impacts on special-status wildlife species from long-term habitat loss would
be low to moderate.

3.5.6 Cumulative Impacts—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

The region of influence considered for cumulative impacts on wildlife is the Hanford Site. While the
Hanford Site contains some of the largest blocks of remaining shrub-steppe habitat in the Columbia
Basin, several past and ongoing actions have disturbed and removed large areas of shrub-steppe at
the site, including development associated with nuclear facilities, site cleanup, and wildfires.

Reasonably foreseeable future actions are expected to have disturbance at a low incremental
contribution to cumulative impacts because the Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan directs
future development to previously disturbed areas. Future BPA actions, as described in Appendix A,
would occur in previously-disturbed ROW in areas with previous habitat alteration. Shrub-steppe
habitat values at the Hanford Site are also undergoing some cumulative improvement, as
rehabilitation efforts are underway over many hundreds of acres. Over time, these areas are
expected to increase the amount and values of shrub-steppe habitats at the Hanford Site.

Considered collectively, these past, ongoing, and reasonably foreseeable actions have resulted in
cumulative losses at a much larger scale than would occur under the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-
Place Alternative. Impacts resulting from the proposed project would be limited to the site of action,
and on-site restoration and off-site compensatory mitigation would result in no net loss of Levels IlI
and IV shrub-steppe habitats. As such, the incremental contribution of the Proposed Action or the
Rebuild-in-Place Alternative to cumulative impacts on wildlife and their habitat would be low.
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3.5.7 Environmental Consequences—No Action Alternative

Under the No Action Alternative, current vegetation management practices would continue,
including application of herbicides at structure locations. The frequency of maintenance events and
the level of associated impact would likely increase under the No Action Alternative as structures
deteriorate over time and more substantial maintenance activities are required. If it were necessary
to perform repairs on an emergency basis, it would likely not be possible to plan or time them to
minimize impacts to wildlife and their habitat.
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3.6 Water Resources

3.6.1 Affected Environment

The water resources study area includes all areas within 500 feet of existing and proposed ROWs,
access roads, and staging areas. Unless otherwise noted, the information presented here regarding
water resources is based on DOE-RL’s Hanford Site National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Characterization report (Duncan 2007).

Surface Water and Wetlands

West Lake, a 23-acre wetland, is located approximately 1,800 feet north of Segment 3 and near the
base of the western end of Gable Mountain. This wetland would be located outside of the study
area, but it is the nearest wetland identified. Vernal pools, small bodies of water that exist
seasonally, are known to occur below the ridgelines of Gable Butte and Gable Mountain near
Segment 3, but none of these features were identified within the project impact areas during field
surveys. Additionally, the study area is well outside the riparian zone of the Columbia River, with the
closest points being at the Midway Substation, which is approximately 4,100 feet (0.8 mile) from the
Columbia River, and at the Benton Substation, which is approximately 1,650 feet (0.3 mile) from the
Columbia River. In addition, because the area contains no nearby surface waters or riparian habitat
(see Section 3.4), fish and other aquatic organisms are absent from the affected environment and
are not evaluated further.

Floodplains

DOE-RL mapped the “probable maximum flood” area, which depicts those areas that would be
flooded during a “500-year flood” event (Duncan 2007)°>. Based on review of the probable maximum
flood mapping, the Midway Substation is located on the southernmost edge of the Columbia River
flood boundary and the Benton Substation is located about 200 feet west of the maximum 500-year
flood event.

Groundwater

Groundwater at the Hanford Site includes a shallow aquifer and a deep aquifer, neither of which
have been defined as sole source aquifers. The shallow aquifer is “unconfined,” meaning that there
is no physical barrier between the ground surface and the aquifer and that fluids can reach this
aquifer through drainage from the surface. Depths of this aquifer range from approximately 40 feet
at the Midway and Benton substations to approximately 100 feet in the central portions of the
existing and proposed ROWSs (Duncan 2007). Groundwater at the Hanford Site is obtained by DOE-RL
groundwater pump stations throughout the site.

® The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maps flood elevations and floodplain areas of major
water bodies (such as the Columbia River) throughout the United States for use by insurance companies and
land owners in assessing flood risks and needs to protect against flooding. No floodplain maps have been
prepared for the Hanford Site because FEMA only maps developing areas, which are primarily private lands
and therefore excludes the Hanford Site.
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3.6.2 Environmental Consequences—Proposed Action (Reroute
Alternative)

Because the study area is 1,650 feet from the Columbia River, the Proposed Action would have no
impact on the Columbia River or its associated floodplains. The unintentional release of fuels, oils, or
chemicals during construction may result in hazardous materials entering the groundwater through
drainage. However, the risk of spills would be minimized by implementation of mitigation measures
(see Section 3.6.4), which require a Spill Prevention and Response Procedures to be prepared and
that spill prevention and response equipment be present at all construction sites. Impacts to
groundwater contamination would be low.

Because the study area contains no wetlands, streams or other surface waters, the Proposed Action
would have no effect on surface waters or wetlands.

3.6.3 Environmental Consequences—Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

As with the Proposed Action, the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative at its closest point would be
approximately 1,650 feet from the Columbia River, and would not cross other surface waters,
wetlands, or floodplains. Therefore, the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative also would have no impact on
surface waters. Groundwater impacts associated with hazardous material spills would be the same
as those under the Proposed Action. Impacts to groundwater contamination would be low following
the development of Spill Prevention and Response Procedures (see Section 3.6.4).

3.6.4 Mitigation Measures—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

If the Proposed Action or Rebuild-in-Place Alternative is implemented, the following mitigation
measures would minimize potential impacts on water resources:

e Prepare and implement, in coordination with DOE-RL, Spill Prevention and Response
Procedures to prevent and contain accidental spills, including notification procedures.

e Locate refueling and servicing operations where spilled material cannot enter natural or
manmade drainage conveyances (e.g., ditches, catch basins, ponds, wetlands, streams, and
pipes). Use pumps, funnels, absorbent pads, and drip pans when fueling or servicing
vehicles.

3.6.5 Unavoidable Consequences Remaining After Mitigation—
Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

The Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be unlikely to impact water resources,
including surface water and wetlands, floodplains, and ground water quantity; therefore, there
would be no project-related unavoidable impacts.
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3.6.6 Cumulative Impacts—Proposed Action and Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative

With the implementation of mitigation measures (see Section 3.6.4), the Proposed Action and
Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be unlikely to contribute to any cumulative water resource
impacts in the study area.

3.6.7 Environmental Consequences—No Action

The existing Midway-Benton No. 1 and Benton-Othello No. 1 transmission lines do not cross any
water resources. Therefore, any future maintenance activities would have no impact on water
resources, even if maintenance frequency increases as the existing transmission lines deteriorates.
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3.7 Visual Quality

3.7.1 Affected Environment

The study area for visual resources includes the existing and proposed ROWSs, access roads, and
surrounding lands from which the ROWs and access roads can be seen.

The visual setting of the Hanford Site consists of expansive views of low-relief grass and shrub-
steppe over the relatively level plateau of the Pasco Basin. These views are complemented by high-
relief geologic features, including Umtanum and Yakima ridges to the west, Rattlesnake Mountain to
the south, and the Columbia River and associated White Bluffs formation to the north. Gable Butte
and Gable Mountain are prominent features within the otherwise level plateau study area.

Development within the Hanford Site is primarily widely spaced industrial areas, including historic
reactors located along the Columbia River and two designated industrial zones: the Central Plateau
(also called the 200 Area), located less than a mile south of Segment 2, and the South 600 Area,
located in the southeast portion of the Hanford Site and near the Benton Substation. The South 600
Area is where Energy Northwest’s Columbia Generating Facility nuclear power plant is located and
from which cooling towers and stream plumes can be seen from miles away. The Energy Northwest
nuclear reactors and DOE facilities of the Central Plateau are brightly lit at night and are highly
visible from many areas.

Transmission lines and structures are also a major visual component of the Hanford Site, with
several 500-kV and 230-kV lines with steel-lattice towers and 115-kV lines with H-framed wood
structures. Both the existing and proposed ROWs for the proposed project are located adjacent to
existing utility ROWs. Other built components that comprise the visual landscape at the Hanford Site
include SR 24 and SR 240.

The built features, while clearly evident, do not dominate the landscape and, within the context of
the Hanford Site as a historic nuclear facility, can be considered an integral part of the Hanford
landscape. Based on criteria developed by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to rate
scenic quality (BLM 1986), overall scenic values of the Hanford Site are high because the area
contains the following:

e High-vertical geographic features, such Gable Butte and Gable Mountain, Rattlesnake
Mountain, set against expansive open space.

e The Hanford Reach of the Columbia River, which is in the Hanford Reach National
Monument, is eligible, but not currently proposed, for designation as a Wild and Scenic
River (USFWS 2008).

e Historic cultural features, including the “B-Reactor,” located approximately 1.5 miles south
of Segment 3. The B-Reactor is a National Historic Landmark that is also being proposed for
designation as part of the Manhattan Project National Historical Park (NPS 2010).

Viewer groups within the study area include American Indians, public viewers from area highways,
recreational viewers from the Columbia River Unit of the Hanford Reach National Monument, and
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Hanford site workers and visitors. The majority of the study area is closed to public access and,
therefore, has relatively few public viewers. American Indians have access to portions of the
Hanford Site that have cultural significance and American Indians are the primary viewers using the
Gable Butte and Gable Mountain area for traditional cultural uses (see Section 3.8.1). American
Indians and recreational viewers from the Columbia River are the viewer groups most sensitive to
visual change.

The following viewpoints have been selected as representative views for the visual quality analysis
(Figure 3.7-1) and indicate which viewer groups are likely to use the viewpoint.

e Viewpoint 1—Gable Mountain East: Eastern summit of Gable Mountain, looking south
toward Segments 2 and 3 (primarily American Indian viewers)

e Viewpoint 2—Gable Butte: Top of Gable Butte looking southwest along Segment 3
(primarily American Indian viewers)

e Viewpoint 3—Gable Mountain West: Western summit of Gable Mountain, looking south
toward Segments 2 and 3 (primarily American Indian viewers)

e Viewpoint 4—Route 11A: Route 11A looking north toward Gable Mountain (primarily
Hanford Site workers)

e Viewpoint 5—State Route 24: SR 24 looking east toward Gable Butte (primarily motorists)
A description of the current viewshed from each of the viewpoints is discussed below.

Viewpoint 1—Gable Mountain East

Viewer sensitivity from Viewpoint 1 is high. American Indians use this area for traditional cultural
uses (see Section 3.8.1). Many major landforms are visible from this location, including the Columbia
River and White Bluffs to the north and east, the expansive floor of the Pasco Basin to the north and
south, and the western portion of Gable Mountain to the west. Rattlesnake Mountain and Yakima
and Umtanum ridges are visible in the background, and the top of Mount Adams can be seen in the
far background behind Yakima Ridge. Collectively, these visual components combine to create high
visual quality, which was determined qualitatively based on the eight key factors listed in BLM
“Scenic Quality Rating Form” (BLM 2006).

The existing Midway-Benton No. 1 and Midway Benton No. 2 transmission lines are visible in the
middle ground approximately 0.5 mile from Viewpoint 1. However, most structures are visually set
against the dark background and broken texture of shrub-steppe cover; therefore, the existing wood
and steel structures have relatively low contrast to the landscape and are minor visual elements
from this viewpoint (Figures 3.7-2 and 3.7-3). The Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line structures
located against the lighter background of grasslands are more visible. Energy Northwest’s Columbia
Generating Facility and the Hanford Site 200 Area are visible in the distance, but these features do
not dominate the view during the daylight. These two facilities’ visual presence is greater at night,
when lighting from these areas is clearly visible.
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Figure 3.7-1. Representative Viewpoints
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Figure 3.7-2. Viewpoint 1. Gable Mountain, Looking South

Note: Arrows on right and left indicate wood structures of the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line. Center
arrow indicates steel-lattice tower structures of the Midway Benton No. 2 line.
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Figure 3.7-3. Background Effects. Existing wood structures viewed from Gable Mountain (photographed using
a telephoto lens) are mostly set against a dark background (bottom photo), which greatly reduces their visibility.
Structures located against the lighter background of grasslands are more visible (top).
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Viewpoint 2—Gable Butte

Viewer sensitivity from Viewpoint 2 is high. American Indians use this area for traditional cultural
uses.

Visual quality from Viewpoint 2 is high, which was determined qualitatively based on the eight key
factors listed in BLM “Scenic Quality Rating Form” The elevated viewpoint from Gable Butte
provides expansive views of the Hanford Site and surrounding landforms.

The industrial zones of the 200 Area are visible 2.8 miles to the south, but these features do not
dominate the view. The existing Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line center segment structures
are visible from portions of Gable Butte (Figure 3.7-4). The structures are less than 500 feet
horizontal distance at the closest point to Gable Butte and are also set against light-colored grasses,
thus increasing the contrast and associated visibility of the existing structures. The transmission lines
are also visible from this viewpoint extending west toward the Midway Substation. The visibility of
these structures decreases as the distance from the viewpoint increases.

Figure 3.7-4 Viewpoint 2, Gable Butte, Looking Southwest
Note: Arrows indicate existing Midway-Benton No. 1 structures within immediate view. Other Midway-Benton
No. 1 structures are visible in background (upper right corner of photo).
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Viewpoint 3—Gable Mountain West

Viewer sensitivity from Viewpoint 3 is high. American Indians use this area for traditional cultural
uses (see Section 3.8.1).

Visual quality from Viewpoint 3 is high, which was determined qualitatively based on the eight key
factors listed in BLM “Scenic Quality Rating Form.” Similar to those described for Viewpoint 1, most
of the Pasco Basin’s major landforms and the surrounding landforms can be seen from Viewpoint 3.

The 200 Area industrial zone is visible 2.7 miles directly south of Viewpoint 3, but the industrial
features appear near the visual junction of the western base of Rattlesnake Mountain and Yakima
Ridge. While noticeable, industrial features do not dominate the view. The existing Midway-Benton
No. 1 and No. 2 transmission lines are located approximately 0.7 mile south of the viewpoint, where
they are set mostly against the dark background of shrub-steppe vegetation, resulting in low
contrast and visibility (Figures 3.7-5 and 3.7-3). Structures set against the lighter grass vegetation are
more visible but are relatively minor elements of the view.
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Figure 3.7-5. Viewpoint 3. West Gable Mountain, Looking Southwest
Note: Arrow indicates existing Midway-Benton No. 1 two-pole wood structure.
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Viewpoint 4—Route 11A

Viewer sensitivity from Viewpoint 4 is low. Route 11A is closed to the public and viewers are
primarily Hanford Site workers and commuters with moderate to low concern for visual quality due
to high travel speeds and the presence of viewers on the site for work purposes.

Visual quality from Viewpoint 4 is moderate, which was determined qualitatively based on the eight
key factors listed in BLM “Scenic Quality Rating Form.” Route 11A is major four-lane divided highway
that runs east approximately 15 miles from the Yakima Barricade entrance of the Hanford Site to
where the road meets Route 2 near the Columbia River.

The 230-kV DOE-RL steel-lattice tower transmission line with which Segment 2 would follow runs
approximately 650 feet north of Route 11A (Figure 3.7-6). A substation and several distribution lines
are also located north of the central portions of Route 11A. The current Midway-Benton No. 1
transmission line is located approximately 0.8 mile from the roadway and is visible but not visually
dominant.

[ ad ——

Figure 3.7-6. Viewpoint 4. Route 11A, Looking Northeast toward Gable Mountain
Note: Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line is not visible in this photo. The steel-lattice towers are
the 230-kV DOE-RL transmission line that the Proposed Action would follow (Segment 2).
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Viewpoint 5—State Route 24

Viewer sensitivity from Viewpoint 5 is moderate. Viewers in this area are primarily private motorists
and commercial drivers using the public road. Moreover, motorists along this portion of SR 24
typically travel at a relatively high speed (50 to 60 miles per hour [mph]), which reduces their visual
sensitivity.

Visual quality from Viewpoint 5 is moderate, which was determined qualitatively based on the eight
key factors listed in BLM “Scenic Quality Rating Form.” From SR 24, Gable Butte is visible in the
distance (approximately 4 miles) (Figure 3.7-7).

SR 24 is the only publicly accessible area with direct views of the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission
line (Figure 3.7-7). Other than the Washington State Department of Transportation rest stop located
1.5 miles north of the existing Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line, no vehicle turnouts are
located along SR 24 in the study area. The existing wood-pole structures of the Midway-Benton

No. 1, the steel-lattice structures of the Midway-Benton No. 2, and DOE-RL transmission lines in this
area are sufficiently visible to attract attention and detract somewhat from the scenic quality of
Gable Butte viewed from this area; however, the Midway-Benton No. 1 transmission line does not
dominate the viewshed due to the speed of viewer travel and the presence of other transmission
lines and natural features in the viewshed.

Gable Butte

Figure 3.7-7. Viewpoint 5. SR 24 Looking East toward Gable Butte

Note: White solid arrows (pointing downwards) indicate the location of the existing Midway-Benton No. 1 and
Midway Benton No. 2 lines. Not all Midway-Benton No. 1 or No. 2 structures are indicated by arrows. Dashed
arrow (pointing left to right) indicates a DOE-RL, wood-pole transmission line that is visible in this photo in front
of the Midway-Benton No. 1 and No. 2 lines.
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3.7.2 Environmental Consequences—Proposed Action (Reroute
Alternative)

The Proposed Action would result in temporary and permanent visual changes in the study area.
During construction, work crews, backhoes, bucket trucks, boom cranes, and other equipment
distributed at up to five work sites would be visible from many locations over the approximate
7-month-long construction period (October to April). Staging areas would be located within
previously disturbed areas. Material and equipment storage in these areas would temporarily
introduce construction equipment and materials in the visual landscape. Because work crews are a
common sight at the Hanford Site and impacts would be temporary, visual impacts of project
construction would be low.

Constructing new, unpaved access roads; removing existing structures; installing new structures;
and establishing pulling and tensioning sites would remove vegetation and expose soils, thereby
increasing visual contrast along access roads and at worksites. Further, in areas with rocky substrate,
counterpoise may be placed on the ground with aggregate placed over the wires, which would also
contribute to a visual contrast. Due to the relatively level terrain, visual changes would be visible
primarily from higher viewpoints, such as viewpoints associated with Gable Butte and Gable
Mountain. Also, soils and rocks visible in unpaved access roads are generally similar muted color
tones as the dominant grass groundcover in the area, so contrast and associated visual impacts
would be low.

The visual quality in Segments 1 and 4 would be relatively unchanged from current conditions under
the Proposed Action, although the replacement structures would be more visible because of the
average 10-foot increase in height and more reflective and larger diameter conductors. However,
these increases in structure and conductor visibility would not change the overall visual dominance
of the line or the visual setting of the study area because replacement conductors would weather
and darken over time, which would reduce their visibility. Therefore, the overall impact on visual
guality in these areas would generally be low.

The greatest permanent visual change from the Proposed Action would occur within Segment 3,
where the structures would be removed and not replaced, and within Segment 2, where
replacement structures and conductors would be installed in a new location adjacent to an existing
230-kV transmission line. Visual changes in these segments are evaluated below by viewer group—
American Indians, Hanford Site visitors and workers, public viewers, and recreational viewers.

Visual impacts from operation and maintenance activities would be temporary, localized, and not
result in any substantially new or different impacts on visual resources than existing conditions;
therefore, visual impacts would be low.
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Visual Changes by Viewer Group

American Indian Viewers (Viewpoints 1, 2, and 3)

Construction disturbance from removing existing structures and disturbing adjacent vegetation
would result in temporary and low visual changes within the Gable Butte and Gable Mountain areas.
Structure removal work would be conducted in consultation with DOE-RL cultural resource staff and
the consulting tribes (Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes Of
the Colville Reservation, CTUIR, Nez Perce Tribe, and Wanapum Band) to minimize disturbance.
Once structures are removed from Segment 3, views from Viewpoints 1 through 3 would change
because there would be fewer transmission structures and conductors. The most noticeable change
would be from near the southern edge of Gable Butte (Viewpoint 2), where existing structures at
the base of Gable Butte would be removed and replaced approximately 1.5 miles to the south,
where the structures would essentially blend into the background (Figure 3.7-8).

Views from the western summit of Gable Mountain (Viewpoint 3) would be similarly affected, with
temporary construction impacts followed by a long-term reduced presence of transmission lines.
The Proposed Action would result in less visual change for viewers from the eastern summit of
Gable Mountain (Viewpoint 1) because existing structures are set against the dark background of
shrub-steppe (Figure 3.7-9).

The proposed extension of the Scooteney Tap transmission line by approximately 0.8 mile would
introduce seven wood structures south of central Gable Mountain. Existing Scooteney Tap
transmission line steel-lattice tower structures would remain in place and in use. The Scooteney Tap
transmission line extension would be located below the low-elevation saddle of Gable Mountain and
greater than 1.5 miles from the two highest vantage points on the eastern and western sides of
Gable Mountain (Viewpoints 1 and 2). New structures would be set against a background of dark
shrub vegetation in this area, which would likely further reduce the contrast and overall visibility of
the new structures. As a result, overall visual impacts of the Scooteney Tap transmission line
extension on views from higher elevations on Gable Mountain would be low. Development of the
facilities associated with Scooteney Tap transmission line (disconnect switches) would be located
approximately 2 miles from the higher-elevation viewpoints (1 and 3) and would likely be visible
from these viewpoints, but the disconnect switches would be a non-dominant visual feature due to
the distance from the viewpoints; therefore, the visual impacts would be low.

BPA does not anticipate any road improvements or construction within Segment 3, so roads below
Gable Mountain and Gable Butte would look the same as existing unpaved access roads present in
the area.
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Figure 3.7-8. Existing (top) and Simulated View of the Midway Benton No. 1 and Midway Benton No. 2
Transmission Lines from Gable Butte under the Proposed Action
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Figure 3.7-9. Existing (top) and Simulated View of the Midway Benton No. 1 and Midway Benton No. 2
Transmission Lines from East Gable Mountain under the Proposed Action. Due to distance and dark
background, the wood structures are minor visual elements within the landscape.
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One of the seven staging areas identified by BPA (Pit 26 Site) is located south of the Gable Butte
Traditional Cultural Property (TCP), but views are partially screened by the basalt feature adjacent to
the butte. Because construction materials would be only temporarily visible in this area and partially
screened, the visual impact associated with this staging area would be low.

Overall, the visual changes resulting from the Proposed Action to American Indian viewers would
include temporary and low impacts during construction and long-term low to moderate beneficial
impacts (improvements to views), particularly from the Gable Butte area (Viewpoint 2).

Hanford Site Visitors and Workers (Viewpoint 4)

Segment 2 would be visible from Route 11A (Viewpoint 4), along which the Midway-Benton No. 1
transmission line would be located approximately 1,000 feet from the road. Segment 2 would be
located adjacent to the existing DOE-RL 230-kV transmission line. The collocation of the Midway-
Benton No. 1 transmission line with the existing 230-kV line would minimize the overall visual effect
of the Proposed Action, but the addition of a 115-kV line in the utility corridor would introduce
increased visual clutter (from the increased number of structures and differing structure types in the
corridor) along Route 11A. The quality of views towards Gable Butte and Gable Mountain from the
road would be reduced because of this increased visual clutter in the foreground. Because Route
11Ais closed to public use, most viewers would be Hanford Sitz workers travelling to and from work
sites, and this viewer group is generally not sensitive to visual changes because they are travelling at
high speeds and are onsite to work. Therefore, the overall visual impact would be low.

Public Viewers (Viewpoint 5)

The majority of Segments 1, 2, and 3 would be located outside of the public viewshed, with only the
portions near the roadway being potentially visible to motorists traveling along SR 24 (Viewpoint 5).
As noted in Section 3.7.1, no formal viewing pullouts are oriented toward the study area. Views
from SR 24 would change under the Proposed Action because structures in Segment 2 would be
routed south of the current ROW and away from Gable Butte and Gable Mountain. Overall, the
visual change would be a moderate improvement over existing conditions because the transmission
line would be moved away from Gable Butte, though transmission lines would remain noticeable
visual features from this viewpoint. Because most public viewers are traveling at a relatively high
speed (50 to 60 mph) through this area, the moderate improvement of views to Gable Butte may
not be noticed by most viewers. Overall, the Proposed Action would result in a low beneficial impact
on public viewers.

Recreational Viewers (Columbia River)

Due to the 1.8 mile distance from the Columbia River to the study area, views of the existing and
proposed lines would be background features from the Colurmbia River and neither Segments 2, 3,
or 4 would be dominant features for recreational viewers from this area. Segment 3 is currently
most visible from the Columbia River as it crosses the relatively high eastern edge of Gable
Mountain. Under the Proposed Action, existing structures in Segment 3 would be removed, but due
to the distance, the overall visual change would be low. Segment 4 would be rebuilt within the
Hanford Dunes, where future recreational trails may be developed. However, because structures
would be rebuilt in the same location as existing structures, the overall visual change would be low.
In addition, this change would have no effect on the eligibility of the Hanford Reach of the Columbia
River for designation as a Wild and Scenic River because the existing lines were present when the
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eligibility was determined and the proposed lines would be visually similar to the existing structures.
Therefore, the overall visual impact on recreational viewers would be low.

3.7.3 Environmental Consequences—Rebuild-in-Place Alternative

Temporary construction-related visual impacts associated with the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative
would include the presence of construction equipment and construction activities in the study area,
vegetation removal for access road and structure installation, earthwork and grading (ground
disturbance), and the use of staging areas. Overall, because work crews are a common sight at the
Hanford Site and impacts would be temporary, impacts on views from project construction would be
low.

Rebuilding Segment 3 would require a workspace disturbance over a larger area, compared to the
Proposed Action’s workspace required for only removing structures in Segment 3. The increased
workspace needed for rebuilding structures would disturb more vegetation than removing
structures in Segment 3, as would occur under the Proposed Action. The Rebuild-in-Place
Alternative would result in more vegetation clearing and soil disturbance that would be visible from
higher-elevation viewing areas on Gable Mountain and Gable Butte. This visual impact associated
with vegetation clearing and soil disturbance would be temporary until the reestablishment of
vegetation. Overall, the temporary change in visual impacts due to vegetation clearing and soil
disturbance in workspaces would be moderate while vegetation is being restored and low once
vegetation becomes reestablished.

Visual changes from the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be identical to the Proposed Action
within Segments 1 and 4. While replacement structures would be on average 10 feet taller than
existing structures, the overall appearance of the structures and lines would be similar to existing
structures and overall landscape character would remain essentially unchanged compared to
current conditions. New, larger, and brighter conductors would increase the visibility of the line
spans between structures, although this effect would diminish over time as the conductors weather
and dull. Overall, due to the similarity of appearance of the proposed new structures and
conductors compared to existing structures and the location of these lines in an existing
transmission line corridor, the visual impact of rebuilding these segments in place would be low.

Below is a description of the impacts on specific viewer groups under the Rebuild-In-Place
Alternative.

American Indian Viewers (Viewpoints 1, 2, and 3)

Rebuilding Segment 3 through the Gable Butte and Gable Mountain areas would result in visual
impacts similar to existing conditions. As discussed above, the taller structures and new conductors
would slightly increase the visibility of the line. The Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would have the
greatest impact on views from Gable Butte (Viewpoint 2) and the west summit of Gable Mountain
(Viewpoint 3), where structures would be rebuilt in locations directly below viewing areas. Based on
the distance from these viewpoints to the structures, the additional 10 feet of structure height,
lighter color of the new wood, and larger and brighter conductors, the rebuilt structures would be
more noticeable than existing structures. Because the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative would be a
continuation of an existing transmission line, the overall visual impact over existing conditions would
be moderate.
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Under the Rebuild-in-Place Alternative, views from eastern Gable Mountain (Viewpoint 1) would be
similar to existing conditions, with structures only moderately visible due to dark shrub cover in the
background. Although the new structures and conductors would be slightly more visible tha