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Final Environmental Impact Statement

Responsible Agencies: U.S. Department of Energy, Bonneville Power Administration (BPA); U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA); Nez Perce Tribe (NPT).

Title of Proposed Action: Nez Perce Tribal Hatchery Program.
States Involved: |daho.

Abstract: Bonneville Power Administration, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Nez Perce Tribe propose
a supplementation program to restore chinook salmon to the Clearwater River Subbasin in idaho. The
Clearwater River is a tributary to the Snake River, which empties into the Columbia River. The Final EIS
includes a new alternative suggested by commentors to the Draft EIS. In the Proposed Action, the Nez Perce
Tribe would build and operate two central incubation and rearing hatcheries and six satellite facilities. Spring
and fall chinook salmon would be reared and acclimated to different areas in the Subbasin and released at the
hatchery and satellite sites or in other watercourses throughout the Subbasin. The supplementation program
differs from other hatchery programs because the fish would be released at different sizes and would return to
reproduce naturally in the areas where they are released.

The Use of Existing Facilities Alternative proposes using existing production hatcheries and the proposed
satellite facilities to meet the need. Facilities at Dworshak National Fish Hatchery, Kooskia National Fish
Hatchery, and Hagerman National Fish Hatchery would be used as central incubation and rearing facilities.

The comments received on the Draft EIS and responses to the comments are in Chapter 10. Because of the
comments received, summer chinook production proposed as part of the program has been dropped.

The Final EIS looks much the draft. Changes are underlined. Simple editorial changes and large areas
related to summer chinook that were deleted are not marked. Additional appendices have been added in the
Final EIS to respond to public comments.

BPA expects to issue a Record of Decision (ROD) in August 1997. The ROD will be mailed to agencies,
groups, and individuals on the mailing list.

You can comment on the Final EIS by calling or writing to us. Call and leave your comments on a toll-free
line, 1-800-622-4519, submit comments to BPA via our Internet address: comment@bpa.gov, or write to:

Public Involvement Manager
Bonneville Power Administration
P. O.Box 12999

Portland, Oregon 97212

To request additional copies of the EIS please contact BPA’s document request line: 1-800-622-4520.

For more information about the EIS please contact:

Leslie Kelleher, BPA Environmental Project Lead Ed Larson, Director of Fisheries Production
P. O. Box 3621 - ECN-4 Division, Nez Perce Tribe

Portland, OR 97208-3621 DFRM, Nez Perce Tribe

503-230-7692 P. O. Box 365

or Lapwai, ID 83540

208-843-7320

For more information on DOE NEPA activities contact:

Carol Borgstrom, Director, Office of NEPA Oversight, EH-42, U.S. Department of Energy,
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20585, 1-800-472-2756 or DOE NEPA WEB site
www.eh.doe.gov/nepa/.



Summary of Changes in the Final EIS
Chapter 1
Updated information has been added.
Chapter 2

The Proposed Action has been changed. The proposed supplementation program no longer
includes summer chinook. Summer chinook production was removed because of comments
received.

A new subsection of the Proposed Action discusses Adult Returns. The section on Monitoring
and Evaluation has been expanded. New information about returns has been used in tables.

A new alternative has been added in response to comments. The Use of Existing Facilities
Alternative proposes using existing production hatcheries and the proposed satellite facilities to meet
the need. Facilities at Dworshak National Fish Hatchery, Kooskia National Fish Hatchery, and
Hagerman National Fish Hatchery would be used as central incubation and rearing facilities.

New information about natural habitat restoration was included in response to comments.
Chapter 3

The background section on the Nez Perce Tribe has been deleted.

Updated resource information has been added in tables and in the text.

Chapter 4

Updated information on impacts has been added, including impacts from the new alternative.
Chapter 5

New information has been added.

Chapter 6

The list of preparers has been updated.

Chapter 7

Additional individuals and organizations have been added to the mailing list.

Chapter 8

Additional references have been included.

Chapter 9

Minor changes to the glossary have been made.

Chapter 10

This is a new chapter that contains the comments received on the Draft EIS and responses to
those comments.

Appendices

Two Biological Assessments are included as appendices. The list of threatened and endangered
species has been updated. The Executive Summary of the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan has been
included as an appendix. The Decision Tree used in the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan has been
added as an appendix.
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