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Proposed Action: Vegetation Management for the Wautoma and Tucannon River Substations

Location: The projects are located in BPA’s Walla Walla Region in the areas shown on the table

below.
Facility/County Township Range Section
Wautoma/Benton 12 N 24 E 20
Tucannon River/Columbia 10N 41 E 8, 17

Proposed by: Bonneville Power Administration (BPA).

Description of the Proposal: BPA proposes to manage vegetation inside and around the
Wautoma and Tucannon River Substations using all available and approved herbicidal, manual
and mechanical methods. Vegetation control within the substations shall include the bare ground
management of all graveled areas. These areas shall primarily be maintained with the use of
herbicides. The management of vegetation outside the substation shall include: 1) bare ground
management of perimeter roads and parking areas; 2) mechanical and/or spot herbicide control
of some broadleaves and noxious weeds; and 3) areas requiring only mechanical control to
manage unwanted grasses, trees and shrubs.

Analysis: A Vegetation Management Checklist was completed for the projects in accordance
with the requirements identified in the Bonneville Power Administration’s Transmission System
Vegetation Management Program FEIS (DOE/EIS-0285).

Sections 3 of the checklist identifies the natural resources present in the areas of the proposed
work. The following summarizes natural resources occurring in the project areas along with
applicable mitigation measures.

Water Resources: No water bodies, wetlands or conveyances to water bodies are present at
either vegetation management location. The Wautoma Substation has a water well that provides
water for a wash basin and restroom. This well is outside of the fenced yard but located near a
graveled parking area. A 50-foot radius buffer using an herbicide without a groundwater
advisory will be used in the well area. There is no water resources present at the Tucannon
River Substation. The annual precititation at either facility is fairly low, therefore the driving
forces of herbicides to groundwater is small.
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Threatened and Endangered Species/Essential Fish Habitat: Pursuant to its obligations under the
Endangered Species Act, BPA has made a determination of whether its proposed activities will
have any effects on any listed species. A Species list was obtained from the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) web link on December 12, 2005 identifying threatened and
endangered species potentially occurring in the Benton and Columbia County project areas. A
determination of “No Effect” was made for all ESA listed species, designated critical habitat and
Essential Fish Habitat for work at both locations.

Cultural Resources: No soil disturbance will occur during the herbicide application or related
activities. If any cultural resources are found during the work, work will cease until a BPA
archeologist has been notified and direction given.

Re-Vegetation: Since the work will be to provide bare ground management, no revegetation will
occur.

Monitoring: Work at both locations will be inspected during work activities. Additionally the
facilities will be routinely inspected after treatment to monitor the effectiveness of the treatment
and any issues associated with the substations.

Findings: This Supplement Analysis finds that (1) the proposed actions are substantially
consistent with the Transmission System Vegetation Management Program FEIS (DOE/EIS-
0285) and ROD, and; (2) there are no new circumstances or information relevant to
environmental concerns and bearing on the proposed actions or their impacts. This Supplement
Analysis also finds the proposed actions will not affect threatened or endangered species.
Therefore, no further NEPA documentation is required.

s/ Joseph C. Sharpe for
Ken Hutchinson
Environmental Scientist

CONCUR:/s/ James M. Kehoe for DATE: 12/20/05
Katherine S. Pierce
NEPA Compliance Officer

Attachments:

Vegetation Management Checklist
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Herbicide Management Plot Plans (Wautoma and Tucannon River)
Site Specific Information Sheets
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