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memorandum 
 

       DATE: August 18, 2006 
  

  

  REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

   

KEP-4 
 

 

SUBJECT: 

  

   

Supplement Analysis for the Transmission System Vegetation Management Program FEIS 
(DOE/EIS-0285/SA-316)  KEP Project Tracking No: V-O-06/18  

 
Kathy Stephenson – TRV-3           TO: 

Forester 

Proposed Action: BPA proposes to cut trees within the Ostrander Substation fee owned 
property adjacent to the Big Eddy-Chemawa 230 kV transmission line.  The subject vegetation 
(trees) are susceptible to wind fall and can potentially interfere with the safety, operation, 
maintenance, and reliability of the transmission lines, and substation facility. 
 
Location:  The project area consists of a stand of trees located on the BPA property associated 
with the Ostrander Substation Facility.  The project area covers an area of approximately 5 acres, 
and consists of an isolated stand of mixed coniferous and hardwood species.  The transmission 
facility is located in Clackamas County OR.  Surrounding land use consists of BPA fee owned 
lands leased for agriculture, rural forest, and private farmlands.   
 
Proposed by:  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). 
 
Description of the Proposal:  BPA proposes to remove trees from the Ostrander Substation 
Facility in an area adjacent to the Big Eddy-Chemawa 230 kV transmission that can potentially 
interfere with the operation, safety, maintenance, and reliability of the transmission lines and 
facility.   
 
Analysis: A Vegetation Management Checklist was completed for this project in accordance 
with the requirements identified in the Bonneville Power Administrations Transmission System 
Vegetation Management Program FEIS (DOE/EIS-0285).   
 
The project area involves BPA fee owned property consisting of agricultural pasture lands and 
rural forested area surrounding BPA’s Ostrander Substation facility and adjacent transmission 
lines.   
 
Section 3 of the checklist identifies the natural resources present in the area of the proposed 
work. The following summarizes natural resources occurring in the project area along with 
applicable mitigation measures.  
 
Water Resources:  The project area incorporates a seasonally wet area, applicable details and 
mitigation measures are listed in Section 3 of the checklist.  The work will occur during the dry 
season and no heavy equipment will work within the seasonally wet area.  No other water 
bodies, including streams, rivers, lakes, are located within the project area.   

  

 



 2
Threatened and Endangered Species/Essential Fish Habitat:  Pursuant to its obligations under the 
Endangered Species Act, BPA has made a determination of whether its proposed project will 
have any effects on any listed species.  A Species list for Clackamas County was reviewed from 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Portland, OR office on August 18th, 2006 
for the proposed vegetation management project.  The list included Threatened and Endangered 
listed, proposed, and candidate species potentially occurring in Clatsop County, OR.  The list is 
based on species that potentially occur with in the subject county and is not project site specific.   
In addition a review of species under the jurisdiction of NOAA Fisheries was conducted.   A 
determination of “No Effect” was made for all ESA listed species and designated critical habitat 
for the project.   A determination of “No Effect” for the project area was made for Essential Fish 
Habitat.    

 
Cultural Resources:  No cultural resources are known for the project area.  If a site is discovered 
during the course of the project, work will be stopped in the vicinity and the appropriate BPA 
Tribal Liaison, tribe, BPA Environmental Specialist, and BPA archeologist will be contacted. 
 
Monitoring:  The entire project will be inspected during the work period.   
 
Findings:  This Supplement Analysis finds that (1) the proposed actions are substantially 
consistent with the Transmission System Vegetation Management Program FEIS (DOE/EIS-
0285) and ROD, and; (2) there are no new circumstances or information relevant to 
environmental concerns and bearing on the proposed actions or their impacts. This Supplement 
Analysis also finds the proposed actions will not affect threatened or endangered species. 
Therefore, no further NEPA documentation is required. 
 
 
 
/s/ James R. Meyer  (for)  
Greg P. Tippetts 
Physical Scientist (Environmental) 
 
 
CONCUR: /s/ James M. Kehoe  DATE: 8-21-06 
 Kathy Pierce 
 NEPA Compliance Officer 
 
 
Attachment: 
Vegetation Management Checklist 
 
cc: 
K. Pierce – KEC-4 D. Underwood– TFO/Olympia   
J. Meyer – KEP-4    T. Anderson – TFOP/LMT 
J. Sharpe – KEPR-4 E. Tompkins – TFO/LMT  
G. Tippetts – KEPR/Olympia P. Kirk – TFOG/CNTR 
H. Adams – LC-7 Official File – KEP-4 (EQ-14) 
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