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DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Notice of Intent To Prepare an Environnental |nmpact Statenent for
t he Proposed Wanapa Energy Center, Umatilla County, Oregon

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior

ACTI ON: Noti ce.

SUMVARY: This notice advises the public that the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA), with the cooperation of the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla I ndian Reservation (CTUR), intends to gather the information
necessary for preparing an Environnental |npact Statement (EIS) for the
proposed | ease to Wanapa Energy Center of up to 195 acres of l|land held
in trust by the United States for the benefit of the CTUR in Umatilla
County, Oregon. The WIIlians Energy Marketing and Tradi ng Conpany,
CTU R, the Eugene Water and Electric Board, the Gty of Herniston and
the Port of Umatilla intend to jointly build and operate the Wanapa
Energy Center, an approximately 1,300 nmegawatt el ectric generation
plant, on the property. The purpose of the proposed project is to
conjointly help provide for the econom c devel opnent of the CTU R and
for the power needs of the Pacific northwest. Details on the proposed
project and its |l ocation are provided in the SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON
section. This notice al so announces public scoping neetings to identify
potential issues for inclusion in the EI'S, distinguish those to be

anal yzed in depth, and elimnate from consideration those that are not
significant.

DATES: Witten comments on the scope and inplenentation of this
proposal must arrive by Novenber 21, 2001. The public scoping neetings
will be held on Novenber 5, 2001, and November 6, 2001, from5 to 8
p. m

ADDRESSES: You nmay nail or hand carry witten comments to Philip
Sanchez, Superintendent, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Umatilla Agency,
P. O. Box 520, Pendl eton, Oregon 97801.

The Novenber 5, 2001, public hearing will be in Pendl eton, O egon
The Novenber 6, 2001, public hearing will be in Herm ston, O egon
Exact | ocations of the hearings will be deternined at a | ater date and
can be obtained fromthe FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT | i sted bel ow

If you would like a map di splaying the proposed project |ocation
pl ease contact Jerry L. Lauer, Natural Resource Officer, at the above
Umatil |l a Agency address, tel ephone (541) 278-3790, or e-mail



PerryLauer @i a. gov. |

FOR FURTHER | NFOCRVATI ON CONTACT: Jerry L. Lauer, (541) 278-3790

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON: The EIS will assess the environnmenta
consequences of BI A approval of a proposed | ease between Wanapa Ener gy
Center, the lessee, and the CTUR, the lessor, of part of Lots 1, 2, 3,
and 4, the South Half of the Southwest Quarter, Section 7, Township 5
Nort h, Range 29 East, WIllanmette Meridian, Umtilla County, Oregon. The
property lies in western Unatilla County near McNary Dam on the

Col unbia River. The parties devel opi ng the Wanapa Energy Center plan to
construct and operate the facility on this property.

The proposed project has several conponents. They include an
el ectrical connection at or near the Bonneville Power Adm nistration's
McNary Substation; a natural gas-fired, conbined cycle, conbustion
turbine electric generation plant; a natural gas supply pipeline; a
wat er supply pipeline; and a new electric power transmi ssion line. Al
proposed facilities would be |l ocated within Umatilla County, Oregon

The proposed Wanapa Energy Center would be a conbustion turbine,
conbi ned cycle electric power plant with a nom nal generating capacity
of 1,300 negawatts. It would consist of four essentially identica
conbustion turbine generators, four heat recovery steam generators
(HRSG and two steam turbines. Expandi ng gasses from conbusti on woul d
turn rotors within the turbines that are connected to electric
generators. The hot gases exhausted fromthe conbustion turbines would
be used to raise steamin the HRSGs. Steam fromthe HRSGs woul d be
expanded through steamturbines that drive their own electric
generators. The conbustion turbines would be fueled by natural gas from
either the existing WIllians pipeline or an existing PGI pipeline. The
facility would interconnect in either case through a new, approxinmtely
ten mle gas supply lateral

Water to generate steam and cool the steam process at the plant
woul d be supplied fromthe Port of Umatilla Regional Water Supply. A
recircul ation cooling system enpl oying nechanically induced draft,
evaporative cooling towers would be used. Water woul d be added to the
cooling systemto conpensate for evaporative | osses and bl owdown.

Bl owdown is water bled fromthe cooling systemto l[imt the build-up of
salts.

The proposed Wanapa Energy Center would deliver electric power to
the regi onal power grid at BPA's McNary Substation, using a new high
voltage transm ssion |ine crossing property owned by the Port of
Uratil | a.

Public Conment Solicitation

As an alternative to subnitting witten conments regarding the
scope of the EISto the location identified in the ADDRESSES section
i nterested persons nmay instead comment via the Internet to

1 =S 71 Pl ease subnmit Internet conments as an ASCI
Egpgggggggggﬁggpﬁggggg of special characters and any form of
encryption. If you do not receive confirmation fromthe systemthat
your Internet nmessage was received, contact Philip Sanchez at (541)
278-3786.

Comment s, including nanes and honme addresses of respondents, will
be available for public review at the Bl A address shown in the
ADDRESSES section, during regular business hours, 7:30 aam to 4 p.m,
Monday t hrough Friday, except holidays. Individual respondents nmay



mailto:JerryLauer@bia.gov
mailto:PhilipSanchez@bia.gov

request confidentiality. If you wish us to withhold your nane and/or
address from public review or fromdisclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act, you nust state this promnently at the begi nning of
your witten coment. Such requests will be honored to the extent
allowed by law. W will not, however, consider anonynous conmments. All
submi ssions from organi zati ons or busi nesses, and from i ndi vi dual s
identifying thenselves as representatives or officials of organizations
or businesses, will be made available for public inspection in their
entirety.

Aut hority

This notice is published in accordance with section 1503.1 of the
Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500 through
1508), inplenenting the procedural requirenents of the National
Envi ronmental Policy Act of 1969, as anended (42 U. S.C. 4321 et seq.),
and the Departnent of the Interior Manual (516 DM 1-6), and is in the
exerci se of authority delegated to the Assistant Secretary--1ndian
Affairs by 209 DM 8.
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Dat ed: Cctober 4, 2001.
Neal A. MCal eb,
Assi stant Secretary, Indian Affairs.
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