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SUBJECT: 

  

   

Supplement Analysis for the Watershed Management Program EIS (DOE/EIS-0265/SA-224) 
 

John Baugher – KEWL-4 
Fish and Wildlife Project Manager 
 
Proposed Action:  Protect and Enhance John Day Anadromous Fish Habitat – Oxbow Mine 
Tailings Restoration 
 
Project No:  1984-021-00 
 
Watershed Management Techniques or Actions Addressed Under This Supplement 
Analysis (See App. A of the Watershed Management Program EIS): 
1.3 Restoration of channelized river and stream reaches, 1.8 Bank protection, 1.9  Structural 
bank protection using bio engineering techniques, 1.16  Rearing habitat enhancement, 2.1 
Maintain Healthy riparian plant communities, 2.2 Plant/protect conifers in riparian areas as 
thermal cover, 2.4 Provide filter strips to catch sediment and other pollutants, 2.14 Enhance 
large woody debris recruitment, 2.15 Acquisition of sensitive riparian resources, 3.1 
Plant/protect vegetative/conservation cover, 3.7 Critical area planting, 6.10 Access: Fencing, 
6.14 Vegetation Stabilization: Critical area planting.  
 
Location:  John Day, Grant County, Oregon 
 
Proposed by:  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW), and the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon 
CTWSRO). 
 
Description of the Proposed Action:  This project would rehabilitate and improve 
anadromous fish spawning and rearing habitat on wildlife mitigation lands managed by the 
CTWSRO on the Middle Fork John Day River.  Activities will include: fencing to protect 
vegetation from livestock; floodplain restoration; vegetative planting, where needed; and 
mechanically removing mine tailings away from an existing channel on the Middle Fork 
John Day River, creating a better functioning floodplain. 
 
Analysis:  The compliance checklist for this project was completed by Jeff A. Neal of the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and meets the standards and guidelines for the 
Watershed Management Program Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Record of 
Decision (ROD). 
 
Informal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act has been completed and a 
concurrence letter has been received from USFWS.  The project is also covered under the 
Habitat Improvement Program Biological Opinion with NOAA Fisheries. 
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A cultural resources survey was conducted at the site in 2003, with a follow-up survey in 2005, 
by the Cultural Resources Department of the CTWSRO.  The State Historic Preservation Office 
concurred on the findings via letter dated July 15, 2005.  
 
The potential for mercury contamination of streams as a result of moving the existing mine 
tailings was examined.  The site was examined by a BPA Environmental Scientist who is of 
the opinion that because only the upper portions of the tailings are proposed to be 
redistributed, that mercury contamination, if present, in the lower section of the tailings, will 
not be directly disturbed, therefore, no increase in loading or bioavailability will occur. 
 
Extensive public involvement has taken place for this program, as documented in the 
checklist. 
 
Findings:  The project is generally consistent with the Northwest Power Planning Council’s 
Fish and Wildlife Program.  This Supplement Analysis finds 1) that the proposed actions are 
substantially consistent with the Watershed Management Program EIS (DOE/EIS-0265) and 
ROD, and; 2) that there are no new circumstances or information relevant to environmental 
concerns and bearing on the proposed actions or their impacts.  Therefore, no further NEPA 
documentation is required. 
 
 
 
/s/ Nancy Weintraub  
Nancy H. Weintraub 
Environmental Project Lead – KEC-4 
 
 
CONCUR:  
 
/s/ Katherine S. Pierce    DATE:  August 26, 2005 
Katherine S. Pierce 
NEPA Compliance Officer – KEC-4 
 
cc:  
Mr. Russ Powell - Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 357 Patterson Bridge Rd.,  
John Day, OR 97845 
 
Mr. Brian Cochran - Middle Fork Oxbow Habitat Manager, Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon, P.O. Box C, Warm Springs, OR 97761 


