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LANDSLIDE HAZARDS
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LANDSLIDE HAZARDS REPORT

Pursuant to Skamania County Code, Title 21 A, Chapter 21A.06 - Landslide Hazard Areas, URS
has conducted a preliminary landslide hazard evaluation of the proposed Saddleback Wind
Energy (SWE) project wind turbine site. The project location is shown on Figure C-1.

Landslide Hazard Report Methodology

A URS Licensed Engineering Geologist conducted a site specific landslide hazard investigation.
The investigation consisted of:

e Review of Sections of the County Code that address Geologically Hazardous
Areas;

e Review of existing available topographic, geologic and soils literature and maps;
e Analysis of project-specific stereo aerial photographs;
e Review of project test pit logs and soil samples;
e A one day site reconnaissance.
According to the County Code, the primary criteria for landslide hazard designations are:

presence of pre-existing, known mappable landslides; slope angle; and/or composition of the
near-surface soils or rock.

URS has created a color-coded map of the study area using an existing USGS 10 meter digital
terrain model (DTM) to segregate slopes into three categories: slopes less than 20%; slopes
between 20% and 30%; and slopes greater than 30%. We then superimposed the United States
Department of Agriculture, National Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) soil survey map
onto the slope map to provide soil type information. The resulting Landslide Hazard Map is
presented herein as Figure C-1.

Landslide Hazard Area Delineation

Skamania County recognizes three classes of landslide hazard areas (LHAs). Class I (Severe)
LHAs are considered to present a severe landslide hazard and are distinguished as areas of
known mappable landslide deposits which have been designated landslide hazard areas by the
local legislative body. Class II (High) LHAs are areas with slopes between twenty and thirty
percent that are underlain by soils that consist largely of silt, clay or bedrock, and all areas with
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slopes greater than thirty percent. Class Il (Moderate) LHAs are areas with slopes between
twenty percent and thirty percent not included in Class 1.

URS reviewed available geologic and soils literature to develop a landslide hazard classification
for the proposed SWE project. An existing published regional geologic map (partially recreated
in Figure 3 of the main text of this report) indicates a large landslide in the northeast corner of
the study area underlying Tower Line ‘C’. Review of stereo photographs of the area where the
landslide deposits are mapped, coupled with a site reconnaissance, indicate that there is little
geomorphic evidence for landslide activity such as obvious scarps, hummocky or benched
terrain, lobate toe areas, or redirected watercourses. No deep subsurface investigations have
been carried out at the site to date, but future explorations in support of design for the turbine
tower foundations will provide subsurface information that will provide information regarding
the presence, or lack of, landslide deposits in the area. Based on our preliminary investigation,
there does not appear to be any area of the site that meets Skamania County’s criteria for a (Class
I) LHA.

Class Il LHAs are shown in red on Figure C-1. The Class Il LHAs at the site are predominantly
associated with the steep slopes to the west of proposed Tower Lines ‘A’ and ‘B’. There are also
steep slopes to the east of the 7 southernmost ‘A’ Line towers, and on both sides of Tower Line
G

Although none of the proposed turbines are located within Class II LHAs, several of the towers
along the western side of the project site (Tower Lines ‘A’ and ‘B’) are located along ridgelines
with descending slopes that are locally greater than 35 degrees (70%). The heads of some of the
drainages along these slopes are arcuate indicating possible mass-wasting activity such as
landslides, debris flows, and / or earthflows.

Based on aerial photo and field observations, the primary mass wasting process below the
ridgelines appears to be debris flows and soil creep. No evidence for deep-seated, block failure
type landslides was observed. Local surficial creep of near-surface soils is indicated by the
presence of pistol-butted trees on some of the slopes, primarily on the descending slope west of
the northern portion of Tower Line ‘A’. Other slopes have mature conifer stands that indicated
little or no soil creep. Further subsurface investigation in support of final tower foundation
design will help determine if there are weak rock or soil layers that could contribute to more
deep-seated failure of the ridges and provide information on the quality of the rock mass
underlying the ridgelines.

It appears that the primary concern for towers located adjacent to the Class Il LHAs is the
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potential for headward erosion of the steep drainages by debris or earth flow processes. Erosion
rates of these drainages are unknown, but no obvious recent mass wasting features were
observed in the aerial photos or during the site reconnaissance.

Class III LHAs have been delineated adjacent to proposed wind turbines along the southern ‘A’
Line, and the ‘C* Line. Class I LHAs are not anticipated to have any impact on the proposed
facilities due to the robust nature of the proposed foundation designs.

Conclusions and Recommendations

URS has conducted a Landslide Hazard Evaluation for the proposed SWE wind farm project in
Southeast Skamania County. The evaluation has identified several areas where the proposed
wind turbine generators are located adjacent to slopes that meet Skamania County’s criteria for
Class I and Class IlI Landslide Hazard Areas. The primary hazard to the proposed towers
appears to be the potential for exposure to headward erosion of steep drainages on the slopes
below some of the tower locations. Exposure of the towers to headward erosion of the steep
slope drainages can be minimized by providing maximum possible setbacks from the tops of the
steep slopes and / or by siting the turbines along portions of the ridgelines that are above
intervening spur ridges. The most critical area of exposure to Class II LHAs is the narrow ridge
at the southern portion of the ‘A’ Line.

It is URS’s opinion that the proposed SWE facilities can be constructed and operated without
danger to human life or the surrounding environment due to landslide hazards.
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