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The Bonneville Power Administration is proposing  
to fund the acquisition of a parcel of land in the 
Kootenai River Valley for wildlife habitat mitigation. 
The parcel totals 693 acres and is located in Boundary 
County, Idaho. 

The acquisition parcel and associated conservation 
easement were selected for protection in part due to 
the potential to restore altered riparian habitats for 
wildlife, resident fish species (i.e., rainbow trout, bull 
trout, westslope cutthroat trout, kokanee) and the 
Kootenai white sturgeon listed as threatened under 
the Endangered Species Act. The Kootenai River 
valley also provides early spring range for grizzlies, 
local populations of migratory waterfowl, neotropical 
birds, raptors and elk, deer and moose.

Over the years, various land-use disturbances have 
altered the Kootenai River Valley native environment.  
These include loss of cottonwoods and increased 
erosion along the river, both of which contribute to 
the decline of fish and wildlife populations in the 
area. Additionally, as the rate of development moves 
north into Boundary County, this area could retain the 
potential for effective restoration without affecting 
prime agricultural lands.

Additionally, this land is significant to the Kootenai 
Tribe of Idaho, with evidence of traditional use going 
back thousands of years. 

Kootenai River Valley conservation 
easement protects habitat

June 2009

Acquiring these properties would provide BPA with 
credits for partial mitigation of wildlife habitat losses 
due to the construction and inundation of Albeni Falls 
Dam, a federal dam regulating water levels in Lake 
Pend Oreille. 

Long-term stewardship
Once these parcels have been acquired, which is 
expected in summer 2009, a conservation easement 
would be placed on the property to ensure that the 
habitat is protected. The Kootenai Tribe of Idaho 
would provide long-term stewardship for the land and 
develop a management plan to guide the protection 
and enhancement of habitat resources on the property. 

Pending BPA’s approval of the management plan, any 
activities that could impair or damage fish and 
wildlife habitats (such as construction of buildings, 
etc.) would be prohibited on this land.

For more information
If you have any questions about this proposal or 
would like additional information, please contact 
Virgil Lee Watts, BPA, at (503) 230-4625 or tollfree 
at (800) 282-3713 or via e-mail at vlwatts@bpa.gov. 
You may also contact Scott Soults at the Kootenai 
Tribe of Idaho at (208) 267-3620 or via e-mail at 
soults@kootenai.org.



�

Bonneville Power Administration  

DOE/BP-4047  l  June 2009

B o u n d a r yB o u n d a r y
C o u n t yC o u n t y

UV1
_̀95

_̀2

_̀1

_̀95

Cedar Creek

Ham
Creek

Sw
ed

e
C

re
ekSw

iss
C

reek

Ko
ot

en
ai

Ri
ve

r

M
eadow

C
reek

Fisher Creek

Lost Creek

Trout Creek

Bane Creek

Fleming Creek

H
ellroa ring

Creek

K
ootenai River

Burton Creek

Parker Creek

Myrtle Creek
Kootenai River

Farnham Creek

Ball Creek

Myrtle Creek

Clark

Cre
ek

Brush Creek

Trout Creek

Fe
rn

Cr
ee

k

Cascade Creek

M
ack

C
reek

K
oo

te
na

i R
iv

er

Bonners Ferry

CopelandSmith Falls

Farnham Peak
Pyramid

Peak

Moravia
Roman
Nose

EastportHall Mountain

Meadow
Creek

Bonners Ferry

Ritz

CR-32

CR-57

CR-56

CR-29A

RD61A

C
R

-3
1

CR
-3

3 CR-62

C
R

-18

W
ESTSIDE

RD

D
IK

E
R

D

V-
32

R
D

B
R

U
S

H
LAKE RD

CR-61

CR-38A
MISSIONRD

CR-34

CR-36B

CR-44

CR-43A

CR
-4

1

C
R

-4
8

CR
-6

0A

CR-37

CR-39

C
R

-3
0B

CR-60-3

CR-60-2

CR-24

C R -45

C
R

-4
0

C
R

-58
TURNERHILL RDC R -42

CR-18

DISTRICT 15 RD

N
F-

25
47 B

CR-45D

FS
397A

CR-34

CR-45B

CR-43

DEER PARK RD

C
R

-46

C
R

-4
0

C
A

M
P

N
IN

E
R

D

C
R

-38

TROUT CREEK RD

C
R

-3
0

CR-45

NF-73

CR-60
DIST 2 RD

FS
2496

NF-2542

FS
2547

TROUTCR RD

GILES

CONNECTIO
N

R
D

CR
-38

C
R

- 3
4

M
E

A
D

O
W

C
R

E
E

K
R

D

C
R

-4
5A

CR-45C

CAMP BETHLEHEM
M

IN
E

R
D

C
A

M
P

N
INE

RD

BALL CREEK RD

Map
Area

Idaho

Montana

Oregon

Washing ton

:
Subject Property

Quad Name and Boundary

Kootenai Tribal Lands

City Boundary
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Kootenai River Valley Conservation Easement
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