
 

Categorical Exclusion Determination 
Bonneville Power Administration 

Department of Energy 

 
 

Proposed Action:  Cusick Meadows Property Conservation Easement Acquisition  

Project No.:  1992-061-00/BPA-010597 

Project Manager:  Lee Watts 

Location:  Pend Oreille County, WA  

Categorical Exclusion Applied (from Subpart D, 10 C.F.R. Part 1021):  B1.25 Real property transfers for 
cultural resources protection, habitat preservation, and wildlife management 

Description of the Proposed Action:   BPA is proposing to obtain a conservation easement from the 
Kalispel Tribe for the Cusick Meadows property, a 26-acre parcel of land located approximately one mile 
west of Cusick, Washington, and 52 miles north of Spokane, Washington, in Pend Oreille County, 
Washington.  BPA would hold a conservation easement to permanently protect, mitigate, and enhance 
fish and wildlife and their habitat. The Kalispel Tribe purchased the land parcel in 2015 for conservation 
purposes. 

The conservation easement acquisition would serve as partial mitigation for the construction and 
operation of the Federal Columbia River Power System which includes dams on the main stem Columbia 
and Snake Rivers. This easement acquisition would ultimately satisfy some of BPA’s commitments made 
in the Memorandum of Understanding between the Kalispel Tribe of Indians and the Bonneville Power 
Administration.   

The property consists of wet meadow habitat. The Kalispel Tribe would develop a management plan to 
guide the protection and enhancement of habitat and other resources on the property.  The 
management plan would be reviewed by BPA for consistency with the conservation easement and the 
purpose of the acquisition.  If BPA proposes to fund any additional activities on the property, further 
environmental review may be conducted. 

Findings:  In accordance with Section 1021.410(b) of the Department of Energy’s (DOE) National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Regulations (57 FR 15144, Apr. 24, 1992, as amended at 61 FR 36221-
36243, July 9, 1996; 61 FR 64608, Dec. 6, 1996, 76 FR 63764, Nov. 14, 2011), BPA has determined that 
the proposed action: 

(1) fits within a class of actions listed in Appendix B of 10 CFR 1021, Subpart D (see attached 
Environmental Checklist); 

(2) does not present any extraordinary circumstances that may affect the significance of the 
environmental effects of the proposal; and 

(3) has not been segmented to meet the definition of a categorical exclusion.   
 
 

 

 



 
Based on these determinations, BPA finds that the proposed action is categorically excluded from 
further NEPA review. 
 

/s/ Jennifer Snyder 
Jennifer Snyder 
Contract Environmental Protection Specialist 
Flux Resources, LLC 

Reviewed by:  
 

/s/ Chad J. Hamel 
Chad J. Hamel  
Supervisory Environmental Protection Specialist 
 

Concur: 
 

/s/ Sarah T. Biegel Date:  April 5, 2019 
Sarah T. Biegel 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 
Attachment(s):  Environmental Checklist   



!.

To Spokane
52 miles

Pend
Oreille

CO.

1s
t A

ve Riverside
Ave

Tule R d

Ca
li s

pel

Av
e

2nd
Ave

Bond Rd

Kirchan Rd

Ki
ng

fis
he

rR
d

K irchan Rd

MonumentalWay

CR-92
05

River Rd

Kapps Ln

Cusick-Meadow Rd

CR-9205

UV20

UV20

UV20

P e
nd

O r
e i

l l e
R i

v e
r

Ca l i s p e l l C re e k

S ma l l C re e k

WA
-2

0
WA

-2
0

WA-20

Proposed
Conservation

Easement

Cusick

0 1,000 2,000
Feet

µ
Proposed Conservation Easement

Cusick Meadows Conservation Easement 
Public Notification Map
Pend Oreille County, WA - Cusick USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangle
(25.6 Acres)

 March 11, 2019

!.
!.

!.

Map
Area

W A S H I N G T O NW A S H I N G T O N

Seattle
Tacoma

Spokane

To Cusick
1 mile


