Department of Energy Official File

Bonneville Power Administration
P.O. Box 3621
Portland, Oregon 97208-3621

ENVIRONMENT, FISH AND WILDLIFE

October 3, 2019
In reply refer to: “Antelope Creek and Willow Creek”, mail stop: EC-4

Dear Landowner/interested party:

The Bonneville Power Administration (Bonneville) intends to fund the purchase of
approximately 1,555.05 acres of mosaic habitat (ranging from riparian areas, shrub/scrub,
grass/forb, mixed, deciduous, and coniferous forest, and active beaver ponds), about 30 miles
southeast of Idaho Falls in Bonneville County, Idaho.

Funding for this purchase is part of the Southern Idaho Wildlife Mitigation Memorandum of
Agreement between the State of Idaho and Bonneville to permanently address the protection,
mitigation, and enhancement of wildlife habitat affected by the construction and operation of
federal dams in Southern Idaho.

The property consists of a western 640.26 acre parcel referred to as “Antelope Creek” and an
eastern 914.79 acre parcel referred to as “Willow Creek”. When the purchase is complete, the
Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) will own and manage the property for fish and
wildlife conservation purposes and Bonneville will hold a covenant on the property to ensure that
the habitat values on the property are always protected. Bonneville is sending this letter to inform
nearby residents and other interested parties of this land purchase.

Enclosed you will find a map detailing this land transaction. Bonneville has prepared a
categorical exclusion and environmental checklist documenting that no further environmental
review of this funding action is required under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
This documentation was approved on September 10, 2019 and is posted on Bonneville’s website
at: https://www.bpa.gov/efw/Analysis/Categorical Exclusions/Pages/2019.aspx.

Bonneville and IDFG have established a secure, permanent funding for stewardship of the
property. Upon purchase, Bonneville will make a one-time lump sum payment to this
stewardship account from which IDFG will draw amounts as needed to provide permanent
stewardship on the property. IDFG has a program-wide Management Plan in place which will be
used to guide the protection and enhancement of the various habitats on this property.

If you have any questions regarding this land purchase, please feel free to contact the project
manager, Lee Watts, at 503-230-4625 or and viwatts@bpa.gov. You can also call Public Affairs
toll free 800-622-4519. Please refer to the “Antelope Creek and Willow Creek” project.



https://www.bpa.gov/efw/Analysis/CategoricalExclusions/Pages/2019.aspx
mailto:vlwatts@bpa.gov

Sincerely,

/sl Lee Watts

Lee Watts
Fish and Wildlife Administrator

Enclosure: Vicinity Map
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Bonneville, ID

Public Notification Map

Lone Pine Ridge, Jumpoff Hill, Point Lookout and Castle Rock USGS 24K Quadrangles

(Antelope Creek = 640.3 Acres and Willow Creek 914.8 Acres)
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