
B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Real Property Acquisitions Proposed as Part of the 
Steigerwald Floodplain Restoration Project to Protect 
Salmon in SW Washington
What’s happening
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is funding the 
Steigerwald Floodplain Restoration Project to restore flood- 
plain connectivity to the Columbia River within the 
Steigerwald Lake National Wildlife Refuge. As part of this 
project, BPA is proposing to provide acquisition funding to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for several real 
property interests within the Refuge (both fee title and 
easements) to help implement the Steigerwald Floodplain 
Restoration Project.

The Refuge is managed by the USFWS and is located 
near Washougal in Clark County, WA. The purpose of the 
restoration project is to provide improved habitat to benefit 
several species of wildlife and fish species, including fish 
listed under the Endangered Species Act as threatened 
or endangered, such as: steelhead, cutthroat trout, chinook, 
coho and chum salmon and western brook lamprey. 

This large project will reconnect Gibbons Creek to the 
Columbia River by breaching a federally authorized levee, 
raise WA State Highway 14, construct a setback levee, 
and enhance two miles of wetland channels re-establishing 
the site’s riparian forest.

See the map on the following page for the project location. 

Funding details
BPA is funding the Steigerwald Floodplain Restoration 
Project to support efforts to mitigate for the effects of 
development and operation of the Federal Columbia River 
Power System on fish and wildlife in the mainstem Columbia 
River and its tributaries, pursuant to the Pacific Northwest 
Electric Power Planning and Conservation Act of 1980, in 
a manner consistent with the Northwest Power and 
Conservation Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program. The 
Steigerwald Floodplain Restoration Project also satisfies 
some of BPA’s Columbia River estuary mitigation commit- 

ments begun under the 2008 NMFS’ Federal Columbia 
River Power System Biological Opinion (as supplemented 
in 2010 and 2014) (2008 BiOp) and ongoing commitments 
under the 2019 NMFS’ Columbia River System BiOp 
(2019 CRS BiOp). The 2008 BiOp called for identifying 
estuary habitat restoration projects and the 2019 CRS BiOp 
largely continues the estuary habitat restoration program.

BPA prepared the Steigerwald Floodplain Restoration 
Project Environmental Assessment under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to analyze the potential 
impacts of the project. BPA released the final Environmental 
Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact on 
January 22, 2019, which can be found here: https://
www.bpa.gov/efw/Analysis/NEPADocuments/Pages/
Steigerwald_Floodplain_Restoration.aspx. During this time, 
it was not known that these real property interests would 
be part of project implementation. Therefore, BPA will be 
preparing additional NEPA analysis prior to its decision 
whether to fund acquisition of the real property interests 
to determine if the impacts from the proposed acquisition 
of the real property interests are consistent with the 
impacts analyzed in the Steigerwald Floodplain Restoration 
Environmental Assessment and if there are any significant 
new circumstances or information relevant to environmental 
concerns.

 “Steigerwald” real property acquisitions would benefit both adult 
and juvenile salmonid habitat.
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Continued land management
USFWS will continue to manage the Steigerwald Refuge, 
including the real property interests that are being 
proposed for funding if acquired, in accordance with the 
existing Refuge management plan.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
If you have any questions regarding this land purchase, 
please contact the project manager, Anne Creason, 
at 503-230-3859, or amcreason@bpa.gov. You can also 
call Communications toll-free at 800-622-4519. Please 
refer to the “Steigerwald” project.
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