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Straight talk – Where does hydro fit into 
the nation’s renewable energy mix?” 
 

Michael Manwaring, Stantec 
NW Hydro Forum May 16, 2017 



Hydro Research Foundation 
Mission: 
 Support education & research to advance 

hydropower’s contribution to our clean energy 
future 

Vision: 
 To be known for providing industry with innovative, 

targeted research   
 To be the go-to source for attracting & recruiting 

new talent for the hydropower community  



Research Awards Program 
• 33 student funded research awards 

Hiring for Hydro (Feb 2017) 
• NWHA Annual Conference in Portland 
• Second event planned for 2017 HydroVision 

Hydro Think Tank 
• Southern Company student technical contest 

HRF Current Undertakings 



HRF welcomed 45 students from 10 regional schools 
 
Participating Schools  
• American River College 
• Centralia College 
• Clackamas Community College 
• Eastern Washington University 
• Idaho State University 
• Oregon Institute of Technology 
• Oregon State University- Cascades 
• Portland Community College 
• Washington State University- Vancouver 

HRF 2017 Hiring for Hydro Event 
(NWHA Annual Conference) 



Sponsor & Exhibitor Feedback  
• 100% of exhibitors thought this was by far a better 

investment than a traditional recruiting event  
• 100% commented that the quality over quantity of 

students was very impressive 
• Several commented that having the trades & crafts 

students was a major plus 

HRF 2017 Hiring for Hydro Event 
(10 Sponsors & Exhibitors) 



• Direct opportunity to meet: 
 Next generation of hydro engineers 
 Next generation of crafts & trades 

• Hear & Shape various student research topics  
• Introduce broad range of students to hydro industry 
• Unique occasion for Utilities and Suppliers to engage 

future craft and trade labor pool 
 

Why did this event matter for the 
Hydro Industry?  



What’s Next for HRF? 
1. Second event planned for HydroVision 
2. Hydropower Think Tank 
3. HRF Hydro Expert Connection 

a) Opportunity for retirees to stay engaged 
b) Ask an Expert for research needs  

4. What are INDUSTRY needs for future events? 
5. Would you want to be engaged?  

Michael.Manwaring@Stantec.com 
425-750-7989 or  
Ask Steve Wenke 

mailto:Michael.Manwaring@Stantec.com
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