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Presentation Objectives 

 Communicate a change to the implementation 
strategy for calculation of short-term ATC on the 
internal Network Flowgates; and   

 
 Provide a status update on the Topology Data 

Repository (TDR) phase of STAR. 
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Project Background 

 ATC = TTC - ETC (simplified), where “ETC” reflects Existing 
Transmission Commitments. 

 BPA currently uses two methodologies to determine ETC: 
• Contract Accounting calculation used on the Interties, External Interconnections, 

and a few radial generation integration paths within BPA’s Internal Network, 
consistent with NERC MOD-029; and 

• Flow-based calculation used on the Flowgates internal to BPA’s Network, 
consistent with NERC MOD-030. 

 BPA had been designing automation to generate flow-based ETC 
power flow base cases per the timelines specified in MOD-030: 

• once a day, for the next 48 hours 
• once a day, for the next 30 days 
• once a week, for the next 12 months 
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Transition 

 Following coordination with WECC, BPA has recently 
determined that flow-based ETC calculations may be 
performed under both MOD-030 and MOD-029. 

 Given this new understanding, BPA is transitioning to 
use of MOD-029 across its entire system: 
• Interties, External Interconnections, and radial generation 

integration paths will continue to be calculated in the same 
manner; and  

• Flowgates will also continue to be calculated in the same 
manner as well, however, previously designed automation to 
perform daily and weekly power flows, consistent with MOD-030, 
is not needed at this time, using this approach. 
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Status Update 

 Our research has determined that the direction we want 
to move with our TDR is premature given functionality 
available in the industry.   
• We plan to help the industry mature and use a less BPA-specific 

solution. 

 We expect to be ready to make the switch to MOD-029 
in late summer. This switch is expected to have modest 
impact on you. 
• “AFC” will be replaced by “ATC” for all Flowgates.  Posted 

documents will be updated to reflect this change: 
– ATCID will be updated. 
– Long-term ATC Methodology documents will be updated. 
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Next Steps 

 BPA’s current focus is making the transition to 
MOD-029 ETC calculations for the Network 
Flowgates. 

 This transition will free up resources to focus 
more broadly on ATC improvement. 
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