
 

 

Steve Lincoln 
Commercial Specialist 

Direct Line: (503) 295-8490 
Email: Steve_Lincoln@TransAlta.com  

April 22, 2016 
 
Matt Rios 
Transmission Account Executive, Transmission Sales 
Bonneville Power Administration 
Mail Stop:  TSE/TPP-2 
7500 NE 41st Street, Suite 130  
Vancouver, WA 98662-7905 
 
Subject:  TransAlta Comments on BPA Transmission for EIM Participation 

Matt: 

BPA requested comments on regarding customers’ use of BPA transmission for EIM 
participation.  TransAlta’s comments follow. 

EIM Issues Log 
TransAlta generally agrees with the “resolved and communicated” status shown on the issues 
log, with one important exception.  In several cases, Bonneville is tasked with ongoing action, 
such as #7 developing UL Limits based on system capability; #9 monitoring EIM flows to ensure 
they are performing within the UL limit control framework; and #13 monitoring actual Dynamic 
Transfer Capability use.  Sometime between PSE’s Go-Live and PGE’s planned launch, 
TransAlta requests that Bonneville test, confirm, and report to customers that control 
frameworks are working as designed to ensure all customers’ equitable use of their rights.  To 
be clear, the intent is not to interrupt EIM expansion, but instead to reveal where controls are 
working well and address any that are falling short. 

Modernization 
Although Bonneville sought responses solely about the Issues Log, TransAlta believes this 
period leading up to PSE’s Go-Live is when the region should be planning Phase 3 for improved 
grid awareness and other transmission enhancements that Bonneville can facilitate via EIM.  
Examples that TransAlta suggests include leveraging work completed on dynamic controls and 
UL Limits to more accurately measure how much DTC is on the system; using EIM data to 
improve the accuracy and efficiency of network curtailments; and supporting EIM’s evolution so 
Bonneville customers can resell their transmission capacity to the EIM market. 
 
Sincerely, 
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