
 

 

May 23, 2014 
 
 
Matt Rios 
Transmission Account Executive, Transmission Sales 
Bonneville Power Administration 
Mail Stop:  TSE/TPP-2 
7500 NE 41st Street, Suite 130  
Vancouver, WA 98662-7905 
 
Subject:   TransAlta Comments on the Balancing Service Straw Proposal and RFO 
Changes 
 
Matt, 
 
At BPA’s May 13, 2014 ACS Practices Forum, comments were requested on Staff’s BP-16 
Balancing Service Straw Proposal and proposed changes to BPA’s balancing capacity 
acquisition process.  TransAlta’s comments follow, starting with the Straw Proposal. 

 

DERBS 

To accurately account for balancing capacity actually used by dispatchable energy resources 
(“DER”), TransAlta requests that the BP-16 quantity forecast reflect the following. 

a) Usage data only from the period when DERBS was in effect, Oct 2011 through the 
present; 

b) Updates to facilities that will be included in the DERs group to account for 
departures from the BAA and arrivals; and 

c) An analysis of seasonality to determine benefits from lower DERBS usage that 
coincides with periods when BPA’s balancing capacity is typically short. 

 

Other Provisions 

TransAlta supports the continuation of Self-Supply and the CSGI pilot. 

 

Election Deadlines 
TransAlta agrees with other customers who requested that BPA, at least, keep yearly 
opportunities for electing balancing and reserve services, which encourages participation in 
programs that emerged partly to alleviate growing demands on balancing capacity.  BPA 
should be taking any steps that will help boost participation. 
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BPA BAA Reliability Tool 

TransAlta is very concerned about this aspect of the Straw Proposal and needs much more 
information about the tool in order to provide meaningful comment.  BPA should continue to 
engage customers during the tool’s development and provide additional opportunities for 
comment before its final design is cemented. 

 

Our specific concerns follow, based on information that has been provided to-date. 

a) Having a clear and obvious interface:  TransAlta contends that the tool’s interface must 
signal, in staged fashion, when the tool is armed, when it has begun taking action on a 
generator’s schedules, and when the event has passed (all-clear).  Further, the 
interface must communicate exactly which e-Tags are impacted and delineate 
between the generator’s imbalance “allotment” and cut volume. 

b) Understanding whether procedures for declaring contingencies will change 

c) How predefined thresholds will be determined:  TransAlta is very concerned that all 
generators be treated equitably regardless of their size.  By way of a negative 
example, consider how the static, 3MW DERBS billing factor threshold is significant for 
a 50MW plant and virtually meaningless for a 1,400MW plant.  The predefined 
thresholds must be proportional to a plant’s nameplate capacity. 

 

Proposed Changes to Capacity Acquisitions 

TransAlta supports and encourages three changes to short-term balancing capacity 
acquisitions (preschedule RFOs) that were proposed at the May 13 ACS workshop. 

a) Add HLH and LLH bidding 

b) Split weekend/holiday preschedule packages into individual RFOs per day 

c) Lower block minimum from 50MW to 25MW 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Steve Lincoln 
Commercial Specialist 
TransAlta Energy Marketing (U.S.), Inc. 
222 SW Columbia Street, Suite 1105 
Portland, OR  97201 
 


