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ATC Methodology Update
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Aug 18 (5 pm PDT)
PTSA & Security Deadline

May 24, 2010
NOS 2009 Administrator’s Rolled-In 

Rate Decision

April May June July August

June 15 to Aug 18 
PTSA & Security 

Submittal WindowApril 15, 2010
Customer Meeting to review 
alternatives for Cluster Study

NOS Cluster Study Decision Composite POD 
DecisionRedirect Notice for NOS 2010

June 1, 2010 is the deadline to file the 2010 PTSA with FERC and post the NOS 2010 Bulletin:

• Cluster Study Decision

• Redirect Guarantee for NOS 2010 forward

The outcome of these decisions will impact the following issues:

• ATC Base Case Assumptions

• Composite POD Decision

• Redirect Notice for NOS 2008 & 2009

Redirect Notice 
for NOS ‘08/‘09

June 1 to June 30
NOS 2010 Open/Close

April/May 2010
Administrators Meeting on NOS 2010

May 2010
Determination to either file 2010 PTSA 

or use to 2009 PTSA for NOS 2010

These are tentative timelines.
Customer meetings on these issues are 

planned but not yet scheduled.

April 22, 2010
Transmission Customer Forum

Multiple Decision Points in Progress
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Long-Term Firm Network ATC Methodology 
Situation Analysis/Background 



 

The Network Composite POD provides an adequate indication of how 
requests for transmission service will impact BPA’s ATC when the 
amount of sales between ATC updates tracks with the amount of 
regional load growth.



 

There are several reasons that BPA needs to examine the use of 
Network Composite POD:

– The increasing amount of generation coming online (and associated 
transmission) in the region has resulted in significantly more generation 
capacity than there is load and export capability.

– BPA is evaluating the NERC MODS and what the impacts may be on the use 
of the Network Composite POD.

– The states of Oregon and Washington have adopted Renewable Portfolio 
Standards (RPS) that require load serving entities (LSE’s) to meet part of 
their load from renewable resources such as wind or solar.  

– BPA has implemented its Network Open Season.  From the 2008 and 2009 
NOS’s, there have been almost 8,000 MW of demand associated with 
PTSA’s, which far exceeds load growth within the region.
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Alternatives Under Consideration



 

Alternatives being considered include:

– Status Quo, maintain the long-term composite PUF in its current 
form

– Use requested POR/POD for analysis

– Develop an alternate evaluation method for requests where, for 
example, the requested POR/POD combinations are in close 
electrical proximity to each other 

– Develop a replacement for the Composite POD/PUF, which would 
be consistent with the outcome of the NOS 2010 Cluster Study 
decision

– Other?



 

Please provide your thoughts for additional alternatives.

– Submit alternatives for consideration to techforum@bpa.gov

mailto:techforum@bpa.gov
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Next Steps



 

Transmission Services is continuing to reevaluate all alternatives

– Internal evaluation will identify and weigh options

– Customer meetings will be held to gather feedback  (projected next 
date in July 2010)



 

The results of this reevaluation may have impacts on other 
issues such as the 24-month Redirect notice.



 

Additional information at 
http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/business/atc_methodology/

http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/business/atc_methodology/
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