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Term Acronym Definition 
Available 
Flowgate 
Capability 

AFC A measure of the flow capability remaining on a Flowgate for 
further commercial activity over and above already committed 
uses.  It is defined as Total Flowgate Capability less Existing 
Transmission Commitments, less a Capacity Benefit Margin, 
less a Transmission Reliability Margin, plus Postbacks, and plus 
counterflows. 

Available 
Transfer 
Capability 

ATC A measure of transfer capability remaining in the physical 
transmission network for further commercial activity over and 
above already committed uses.  It is defined as Total Transfer 
Capability less Existing Transmission Commitments, less a 
Capacity Benefit Margin, less a Transmission Reliability 
Margin, plus Postbacks, plus counterflows. 

ATC 
Methodology 
Margin 

AMM The margin accounting for the portion of differences between 
Contract Accounting and Planning Accounting ATC 
methodologies to address uncertainties between these two 
methodologies. 

Existing 
Transmission 
Commitments 

ETC Committed uses of a Transmission Service Provider’s 
Transmission system considered when determining ATC or 
AFC. 

Path Utilization 
Factor 

PUF The fraction of power (often expressed as a percentage) that will 
flow across monitored Flowgates as that power is injected at a 
POR and withdrawn at a specified POD. Also referred to as Path 
Transfer Distribution Factor (PTDF).  

Path Utilization 
Factor Analysis 

PUF-
Analysis 

An equation based on POD, POR, and Transmission Demand 
used to determine the impacts to Network Flowgates.  (POR 
PUFA – POD PUFA)*Transmission Demand = impact to 
FlowgateA 

Postbacks  Changes to firm or non-firm ATC or AFC due to a change in the 
use of Transmission Service for that period. 

Total Flowgate 
Capability 

TFC The maximum flow capability on a Flowgate, is not to exceed 
its thermal rating, or in the case of a flowgate used to represent a 
specific operating constraint (such as a voltage or stability 
limit), is not to exceed the associated System Operating Limit. 

Total Transfer 
Capability 

TTC The amount of electric power that can be moved or transferred 
reliably from on area to another area of the interconnected 
transmission systems by way of all transmission lines (or paths) 
between those areas under specified system conditions. 

Transmission 
Reliability 
Margin 

TRM The amount of transmission transfer capability necessary to 
provide reasonable assurance that the interconnected 
transmission network will be secure. TRM account for the 
inherent uncertainty in system conditions and the need for 
operating flexibility to ensure reliably system operation as 
system conditions change. 

 


