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Long 
Term 

Firm TSR 
Submittal 

Period 

Offer 2013 
CSA  

• CSA will 
be tendered 
after 
validation of 
data exhibits 
• 15 days to 
sign & fund 
CSA 

Cluster Study  
• 4 Months  
• Preliminary plans of 

service (including BPA-
driven builds) 

• Preliminary costs $$ 
• Preliminary 

energization dates 
• TSR assignment by 

project 
• Run scenarios & 

sensitivities 

Project Definition 
• 2-3 Months 
• Refine Plan of Service, 

Cost Estimate & 
Schedule. 

• Prepare to initiate NEPA 
process.  

Preliminary Business 
Evaluation 
•1-3 Months 
•Projected Rate Impact 
•Estimated Project Cost 
•Potential Service 
•Additional Benefits & Costs 

TSR 
Restack 

• 30 Days  
• Queue is 
re-
evaluated 
to 
determine if 
any offers 
could be 
made. 

Offer 
ESEA 

Or 
NOS-ESEA 

PTSA Offer 
moved to 

after NEPA 
ROD (if 

applicable) 

Process duration = 12 months 

2013 Process Map and Timeline 

Acronym Key: 

• CSA – Cluster Study Agreement 

• NEPA – National Environmental Policy Act 

• PTSA – Precedent Transmission Service Agreement 

• ESEA – Environmental Study & Engineering Agreement 

Phase I Phase II Phase III 
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PTSA Timing Decision 

 At the Customer meeting on August 6, 2013, BPA proposed that 
the PTSA be offered just prior to the decision to build and formal 
rate determination, as opposed to just prior to the environmental 
study and preliminary engineering 
• The Agency has decided to implement this proposal 

 Result of this decision is that after the Cluster Study and 
Preliminary Business Evaluation, BPA will offer customers 
Environmental Study and Preliminary Engineering Agreements, 
not PTSAs 

 After the environmental study and preliminary engineering have 
been completed, BPA will make its final decisions and, if 
applicable, offer PTSAs or construction agreements 
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Cluster Study TSR Overview 

 7,820 MW of TSRs were considered for the 2013 Cluster 
Study: 
• 1,855 MW either failed the eligibility requirements (405 MW) or 

did not pass the Data Exhibit validation (1,450 MW) and 
therefore were not offered a Cluster Study Agreement (CSA) 

 BPA tendered 21 CSAs (1 per customer) for 5,965 MW 
• Customers elected not to proceed with 2,492 MW  

 BPA received 18 executed and funded CSAs for 3,473 
MW. 
• 18 Customers, 48 TSRs 
• 834 MW of NT (19 TSRs) 
• 2,101 MW of Original PTP (21 TSRs) 
• 538 MW of Redirected PTP (8 TSRs) 
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Cluster Study TSR Overview (continued) 

 3,473 MW will move forward through the queue 
restack. 
• Staff will make offers to TSRs for which there is 

unencumbered capacity on the existing system. 
 Any TSRs for which BPA can not offer service 

on the existing system plus the SILS TSN will 
move forward into the 2013 Cluster Study 
• i.e. If no offers can be made from the queue restack, 

then 3,473 MW + 500 MW = 3,973 MW 
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