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This update is intended to clarify how Bonneville Power Administration Transmission Services
(BPAT) will incorporate forecasted NT resources submitted under the 2016 NT Planning
Dialogue Process into the 2016 Cluster Study.

Background on the NT Planning Dialogue Process

In 2015, under the Transmission Load Service (TLS) initiative, BPAT initiated the NT Planning
Dialogue Process. The purpose of this new process is to improve how BPA plans for the NT
customer’s 10-year resource forecast and to encumber transfer capability on an annual basis for
the NT Customer’s resource needs, consistent with BPA and NT Customer responsibilities under
sections 28.2 and 31.6 of the Open Access Transmission Tariff (OATT). As part of the annual
NT Planning Dialogue Process, BPAT will provide the NT customer with feedback regarding
system constraints and impacts as well as resource location choices relevant to the resource
needs communicated to BPAT by the NT Customer. As those resource needs are communicated
under this process, the NT Customer and/or BPAT will document them in a NT Planning
Dialogue Resource Forecast.

In transitioning to the new NT Planning Dialogue process, BPAT has not yet implemented the
envisioned NT Planning Dialogue schedule. Under the envisioned process, the 2016 dialogue
would have begun in the fall of 2015 and concluded before the deadlines for participation in the
2016 Cluster Study. Instead, BPAT initiated the 2016 dialogue in late winter of 2016. Due to
the implementation of the 2016 dialogue on an abbreviated timeline, the process will not be
completed before the deadlines for participation in the 2016 Cluster Study.

Aligning 2016 NT Planning Dialogue with the 2016 Cluster Study
To align the 2016 NT Planning Dialogue and the 2016 Cluster Study, the NT customer’s
participation in the 2016 NT Planning Dialogue and submission of forecasted NT resources will
provide the NT customer with eligibility to participate in the 2016 Cluster Study. Additionally,
an NT Customer that elects to participate in this year’s study must meet the data exhibit
requirements, as follows:
e NT Customer must provide BPAT by 5:00 PM Pacific Daylight Time, June 30", 2016
with forecasted resource needs as part of the 2016 NT Planning Dialogue
e NT Customer will work with BPAT to complete the data exhibit requirements for
participation in the Cluster Study

Additionally, BPAT will require NT customers that elect to participate in the 2016 Cluster Study
to execute a Cluster Study Agreement and to provide advance payment of their pro rata share of
the estimated costs.

Since BPA’s current Cluster Study design is based off of TSRs, for administrative purposes BPA
will submit FTSRs on behalf of the NT Customer who elects to participate in the Cluster Study.
The queue time for any FTSR submitted on behalf of a NT Customer will be the earlier of the
date the NT Customer submitted or validated with BPA any forecasted resource needs during the
2016 NT Planning Dialogue process.



Next Steps for Implementing the NT Planning Dialogue Process

BPAT plans to implement the envisioned NT Planning Dialogue process in beginning in the fall
of 2016. As aresult, the associated NT Business Practices will be updated and posted for
customer comment towards early fall. We appreciate any feedback you can provide us so we can
improve this new process.

For additional information or questions, please correspond with your Transmission Account
Executive or submit your query via email to techforum @bpa.gov with “2016 NT Planning
Dialogue” in the subject line.




