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NT Redispatch - Background 
 Redispatch is a balanced combination of increased and 

decreased generation to alleviate a transmission constraint. 
 As a condition to receiving NT Service, NT Customers agree to 

the redispatch of designated Network Resources (DNR) – OATT 
sections 30.5 and 33.2. 

 NT Redispatch is provided during congestion events to avoid 
curtailment of Firm NT transmission schedules. 

– NT Customers must redispatch their resources, if available, when 
requested by BPA and they will be compensated for providing 
redispatch. 

 With the increase in non-Federal DNRs and the restrictions in 
operations of the Federal Columbia River Power System 
(FCRPS), BPA is creating processes and procedures to make 
non-Federal DNRs part of the NT Redispatch program. 
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Draft NT Redispatch Protocols – Key Elements 

 The NT Redispatch Protocols address: 
• Eligibility Criteria for designated Network Resources (DNR) 

to be included in the program. 
• DNR Information – pertinent information about the 

capabilities of the DNR and associated costs of redispatch. 
• Compensation Mechanism – customers will be kept whole 

financially for providing redispatch. 
• Creating NT Redispatch Resource Stack – BPA will develop 

the resource redispatch stack to provide most effective, 
least-cost, redispatch. 

• Communicating NT Redispatch Request – outlines how BPA 
will notify customers of a redispatch request. 
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Eligibility Criteria for DNRs 
 DNRs satisfying the criteria will participate in the NT 

Redispatch program: 
• Duration of Designation – the DNR must be designated for a 

period of one year or longer; 
• Dispatchability and Controllability – generation levels can be 

adjusted remotely or by staff in response to a redispatch 
request; and 

• Effectiveness – Based on the designated MW demand of the 
resource and the ramp rate, when paired with other DNRs, 
the flowgate relief provided is 3 MW or greater over a 10-
minute period on any one flowgate. 

 Resources which do not meet any one of the criteria will 
not be part of the pool of resources from which NT 
Redispatch may be requested. 
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DNR Informational Requirements 

 Once a DNR is part of the NT Redispatch program, 
BPA will need the following information: 
• 10-minute INC and DEC capability 
• Minimum and maximum generation levels by hour (in whole 

MW) 
• Forecasted INC and DEC cost information 

– Actual costs or market cost +/- adder 

 Information submission method: 
• Complete spreadsheet with the required information (BPA 

developing template) and submit via email to BPA inbox. 
• Customer will have the opportunity to update the information, 

and submit to BPA, as frequently as desirable. 
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NT Redispatch Compensation - Overview 

 The customer will be made whole financially for 
providing NT Redispatch. 

 Compensation Principles: 
• INC Redispatch – compensation is based upon the higher of 

actual cost v. opportunity costs. 
• DEC Redispatch – compensation is based upon the net of 

actual costs v. actual savings. 
– Actual savings – certain DNRs may have incurred potential 

savings from decreasing generation (while their load was met 
by an INC resource).  Example: avoided fuel costs. 

– Actual costs – potential costs incurred as a result of providing 
DEC redispatch. 
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NT Redispatch Resource Stack – Overview 

 During a system constraint for which NT Redispatch 
is requested, BPA will create a DNR redispatch stack 
from which to request redispatch. 

 The resource stack takes into account: 
• Location of the system constraint (flowgates) 
• DNR effectiveness in providing relief 
• Forecasted cost of providing redispatch 

 Based upon the location of the system constraint and 
the DNR information provided by the customer, BPA 
will identify the most effective, least cost, redispatch 
resource stack. 
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Communicating NT Redispatch Request - Overview 

 BPA is working on identifying the most efficient, and 
simple, method for requesting redispatch from a 
DNR. 

 Currently, BPA is exploring the use of “Emergency E-
tags” to request INC and/or DEC redispatch during a 
system constraint. 
• INC Redispatch: 

– BPA would create an “Emergency E-tag” sourcing at the DNR 
and sinking at a “BPA Centroid” for redispatch purposes. 

• DEC Redispatch: 
– BPA would create an “Emergency E-tag” sourcing at the “BPA 

Centroid” and sinking at the DNR for redispatch purposes. 
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Next Steps 
 BPA will publish the updated Draft NT Redispatch 

protocols for formal customer comment by February 
19th. 
• BPA will hold a conference call to describe the latest version 

of the draft protocols and answer questions to facilitate 
comment submission. 

• The tech forum will provide the details for the conference call 
and the comment period timeframes. 

 BPA will continue to refine the draft protocols 
internally and based upon customer comments. 
• Anticipated finalization of protocols – May 2016 
• Anticipated implementation of NT Redisaptch program – by 

October 2017. 
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NT Redispatch – Current Approach 
 Currently, BPA provides NT Redispatch through Attachment M 

of the Tariff. 
• Attachment M provides for redispatch of the FCRPS. 

 Three types of redispatch provided under Attachment M: 
• Discretionary: requested prior to curtailment of any firm or non-firm 

PTP schedules or secondary NT schedules to avoid or ameliorate 
curtailments. 

• NT Firm: requested for purpose of maintaining Firm NT 
transmission schedules, after curtailing non-firm PTP and 
secondary NT schedules consistent with NERC curtailment priority.  
Redispatch is provided from the FCRPS to the extent it can be 
done without violating non-power constraints. 

• Emergency: requested upon declaration of a “system emergency” 
as defined by NERC. 

 BPA does not request NT Redispatch from non-federal DNRs. 
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NT Redispatch – Future Approach  
 As part of the future approach, BPA will be incorporating non-

federal DNRs (in addition to the FCRPS) into the NT Redispatch 
program. 

 BPA is working on the development of NT Redispatch protocols 
which will outline the processes and procedures related to the 
provision of NT Redispatch from all DNRs. 
• In 2014, BPA worked with customers, through multiple comment 

periods, in the review of draft NT Redispatch protocols. 
• Draft protocols from 2014, along with NT Redispatch 101 

presentations, can be found at the following link: 
– http://www.bpa.gov/transmission/CustomerInvolvement/NTService/Pages/M

eetings.aspx  
 BPA is currently reviewing and updating the draft protocols for 

further refinement and additional customer review and input. 
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