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Background from NWCPUD 
 
ATC 
 
Resource Uncertainty 

− During exchange of information, BPA will provide feedback on resource 
feasibility. 

− If resource is designated, capacity will be held out. 
− No NLSL differences. 
− Timeframe matters. May need longer timeframes for certain resource 

requests. 
− Intent is to work together for long-term resources 
− Not committing to any resource. 
− Wants to know about resource needs as early as possible. 
− Does not affect the LLIR process. 
− Want to look at resources that are dispatched on versus dispatched off. 
− Existing commitment modeling. 

 
Load  

− When load has a reasonable chance of happening, let BPAT know. 
− Cluster study in October. 
− LLIR process  

 
Source Uncertainty 

− Load has a reasonable chance of happening 
− What about building a portfolio around sources? 
− 6NN capacity (basically short term initially). Does not hold out LTF 

capacity, but can displace STF with LTF over time. 
− May require builds 
− Conditional Firm initially, with LTF with new infrastructure. 
− NT CF has been used (about 1 year ago) 
− Demand management approach as a bridge to LTF. 
− This may be a stretch goal. 
− If less than 5 years, then absence of roll over could make product 

offerings more flexible. 
 
Layering In Resources 

− Short-term Windows 
− MB: would like to know about how loads will be served. But if 6NN, it will 

not go into the LT planning process. 
− Looking at expanding the window for requesting and designating for short-

term requests. 
− What would be the AFC methodology with expanded windows. 
− Moving to a more power flow-based methodology. Moving away from 

Contract Accounting  
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Timing 

− Start discussions in January – February. 
 
Power Services Products 

− TCMS for 6NN. Margaret Peterson-Mainzer is point person on this. 
 
Long-Term Resource: Planning and Expansion 

− NT Resource Plan of Service. Goes in as an ETC for NT service. 
− Financial Requirements. If customer is interested in the next phase, there 

would be some financial commitment by the customer. 
− Would cost be rolled-in or incremental cost? Not sure yet. Guidelines for 

how these projects may be handled. 
 
Long Term Forecast 

− 10-year out. 3 possible resources. Encumber Flowgate Capacity for the 
higher of. If a 4th alternative is then identified, can use encumbered 
capacity from forecasted resources. 

− “Reasonableness Criteria” will consider the reasonableness of the 
resources that the customer is bringing in. 

 
VERS 

− Example of 100 MW wind for 25 MW ARHWM load. 
 

− Once Designated, BPA will release the “Hold-Outs” for other resources. 
− BPA will want to communicate on the transmission commitments made 

and what needs to be held-out. 
− BPA could participate in the resource supplier scoring process as part of 

the Annual Process. 
− Annual Process is keyed to Planning Group’s TPL activities. Resource 

constraints exist.  
− Consider pre-qualification of sources/suppliers.  
− BPA could encumber during the pre-qualification process. 
− FCRPS used for load service, even load above Tier 1, when load forecast 

is confirmed. 
− NEMS encumbrance table is a Mid-C to NWC. But still encumbers FCRPS 

to NWC. 
− BPAT is putting the resource form together.  
− June-August encumbrance of capacity. 
− Process is not affected by RHWM process forecast. 
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