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Outline 

 2013 Network Open Season (NOS) 
Overview 
• Timeline 
• TSR Eligibility 
• TSR Study Procedures Business Practice 

 Revised PTSA efforts 
 Next Steps 
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Objectives 

 Provide an overview and current update of the 
process and documentation to support 
implementation of the 2013 Network Open 
Season. 
• 2013 Cluster Study preparation and supporting 

documentation 
• Development of revised PTSA and other supporting 

documentation for potential use following future 
Cluster Studies 
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Long Term 
Firm TSR 
Submittal 

Period 
(ends 5/31) 

Offer 2013 
CSA  

• CSA will be 
tendered 
after 
validation of 
data exhibits 
• 15 days to 
sign & fund 
CSA 
• July 15 
target 

Cluster Study  
• 4 Months  
• Preliminary plans of 

service (including BPA-
driven builds) 

• Preliminary costs $$ 
• Preliminary energization 

dates 
• TSR assignment by 

project 
• Run scenarios & 

sensitivities (developed in 
regional collaboration) 

Project Definition 
• 2-3 Months 
• Refine Plan of Service, 

Cost Estimate & Schedule. 
• Prepare to initiate NEPA 

process.  

Business Evaluation 
• 1-3 Months 
• Projected Rate Impact 
• Estimated Project Cost 
• Potential Service 
• Additional Benefits & Costs 

Offer PTSA 

TSR 
Restack 

• 30 Days  
• Queue is 
re-evaluated 
to determine 
if any offers 
could be 
made. 

Offer ESA 

OR Prepare for next 
cluster study 

Process duration = 12 months 

2013 Network Open Season 
Process Map and Timeline 

Acronym Key: 

• CSA – Cluster Study Agreement 

• NEPA – National Environmental Policy Act 

• PTSA – Precedent Transmission Service Agreement 

• ESA – Environmental Study Agreement 

Phase I Phase II Phase III 

We are here 

Near-term Events: 
• May 31 – Deadline to submit TSRs for participation in 2013 

Cluster Study; also deadline to opt out of 2013 Cluster Study 
• June 14 – Deadline to submit Data Exhibit(s) for TSRs submitted 

between May 1 and May 31 
• July 15 – Date that BPA intends to tender Cluster Study 

Agreements 
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 Consistent with past NOS processes, Customers with TSRs that 
require a study must submit completed data exhibits that provide 
information about the request(s) for studying purposes. 

 However, Customers will now be required to provide information 
indicating both the location of the generating facility and also the 
load being served. 
• Previously, BPA did not require Customers to provide the location of the 

load being served 
• This proved problematic in conducting Cluster Studies due to 

assumptions over resources displaced and difficulties in balancing 
generation and load 

• For requested transactions utilizing a market hub (NW Hub, for 
example), the Customer will be required to pair an upstream request to 
the hub with a downstream request from the hub to demonstrate a 
complete path from source to sink 

NT and PTP Data Exhibits 
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Business Practice and Upcoming Cluster Study 

 BPA made the Transmission Service Request Study 
Procedures Business Practice effective May 22, 2013 
• http://transmission.bpa.gov/ts_business_practices/Content/10_Tr

ansmission_Planning/TSR Study.htm  

 While BPA believes that requiring more detailed 
information will lead to more accurate study results, 
certain Customers expressed opposition to BPA’s 
decision to require more specific information about TSRs 
• As BPA develops procedures for conducting future queue 

management studies, it will continue to work collaboratively on a 
regional level in considering alternative solutions to this issue 
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http://transmission.bpa.gov/ts_business_practices/Content/10_Transmission_Planning/TSR Study.htm
http://transmission.bpa.gov/ts_business_practices/Content/10_Transmission_Planning/TSR Study.htm
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NOS Implementation 
 Staff continues to develop the revised Precedent 

Transmission Service Agreement (PTSA) 
• Incorporating new elements related to the NOS reform effort 

(sequence, financial requirements, etc.) 
• Draft PTSA will be shared with the region Summer 2013 
• Current plan is to submit revised PTSA to FERC Fall 2013 

 Similarly, staff intends to prepare a revised Cluster Study 
Agreement for 2014 that incorporates a higher security 
requirement for participation in future Cluster Studies 
• Intended to reduce speculative requests, and conversely 

demonstrate customer commitment to submitted requests 
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Next Steps 
 Ongoing: Review TSR Data Exhibits submitted pursuant to the May 

15 deadline 
• BPA is beginning validation process for submitted Data Exhibits, and 

reviewing the process to DECLINE TSRs for which no Data Exhibits 
were submitted 

 Ongoing: BPA staff working on revised draft PTSA to incorporate 
NOS reform components, as well as a revised Cluster Study 
Agreement for post-2013 Cluster Studies 

 May 31: Post official Cluster Study notice on OASIS/Tech Forum 
• Deadline to submit TSRs for inclusion in 2013 Cluster Study 
• Deadline for individual study election 

 June 14: Deadline for customers that submitted TSRs between April 
30 and May 31 to submit Data Exhibits 

 July 15: BPA to offer Cluster Study Agreements 
 Beyond July, please refer to the process outlined on slide 4 
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