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Surplus Interconnection Service 
Version 1 

This Business Practice provides the procedures that Interconnection Customers must follow for 
Surplus Interconnection Service.  

For more information, visit the BPA Transmission Business Practices page, the BPA 
Transmission Services Interconnection Portal or submit questions to techforum@bpa.gov. 
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A.  Definitions 
1. Surplus Interconnection Service shall mean any unneeded portion of Interconnection 

Service established in a Large Generator Interconnection Agreement, such that if 
Surplus Interconnection Service is utilized, the total amount of Interconnection Service at 
the Point of Interconnection would remain the same.  

2. For purposes of this Business Practice, “Original Interconnection Customer” shall mean 
an Interconnection Customer that is party to an executed LGIA with the Bonneville 
Power Administration (BPA) for which Surplus Interconnection Service is being 
requested; “Surplus Interconnection Customer” shall mean an Interconnection Customer 
that proposes to utilize Surplus Interconnection Service. 

B. Scope and Limitations 
1. BPA will consider a request for Surplus Interconnection Service only if: 

a. The Surplus Interconnection Customer is qualified to conduct business with BPA 
and has executed a Letter of Intent or other agreement with the Original 
Interconnection Customer that memorializes the Original Interconnection 
Customer’s release of the Surplus Interconnection Service to the Surplus 
Interconnection Customer. 

b. The request for Surplus Interconnection Service: 

https://www.bpa.gov/transmission/Doing%20Business/bp/Pages/Business-Practices.aspx
https://www.bpa.gov/transmission/Doing%20Business/Interconnection/Pages/interconnection-business-practices.aspx
https://www.bpa.gov/transmission/Doing%20Business/Interconnection/Pages/interconnection-business-practices.aspx
mailto:techforum@bpa.gov
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i. Does not exceed the interconnection capacity provided for in the Original 
Interconnection Customer’s LGIA; 

ii. Does not require Network Upgrades; 

iii. Is at the same point of interconnection described in the Original 
Interconnection Customer’s Standard Large Generator Interconnection 
Agreement (LGIA); 

iv. Is not for an existing generating facility; 

c. The Original Interconnection Customer’s LGIA: 

i. Is not in default or is otherwise scheduled to terminate prior to the in-
service date of the requested Surplus Interconnection Service; 

ii. Is not for Provisional Interconnection Service; 

iii. Reflects an In-Service Date that has already been met. 

2. BPA will not provide notice of the availability of capacity for Surplus Interconnection 
Service. 

C. Submission Procedures 
1. To initiate a request for Surplus Interconnection Service, the Surplus Interconnection 

Customer must provide Bonneville Power Administration Transmission Services’ (BPAT) 
with: 

a. A completed application in the form of Appendix 1 of the Standard Large 
Generator Interconnection Procedures (LGIP) with the words “SURPLUS 
INTERCONNECTION SERVICE” written legibly across the top of the first page;  

i. Appendix 1 must be signed by an authorized officer or agent of the 
Surplus Interconnection Customer; 

b. The original Interconnection Request number for the Generating Facility that is 
associated with the request; 

c. The contract number for the LGIA associated with the original Interconnection 
Request; 

d. Proof that the Surplus Interconnection Customer has executed a Letter of Intent 
or other agreement that memorializes the Original Interconnection Customer’s 
release of the Surplus Interconnection Service to the Surplus Interconnection 
Customer; 

e. A plant level model of the Generating Facility that seeks to use the requested 
Surplus Interconnection Service; these models must be submitted in any of the 
following formats: General Electric Positive Sequence Load Flow (PSLF) Power 
Flow (EPC), General Electric PSLF Dynamics Data File (DYD), PowerWorld 
Auxiliary File (AUX). 

2. The Surplus Interconnect Customer must provide the above information to BPA via one 
of the following methods: 
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Overnight 
Delivery 
Service 

Bonneville Power Administration – Attn: (Addressee)  
Organization Mailstop: (e.g. TSE/TPP-2; TPC/TPP-4, TPP/OPP-3) 
905 NE 11th Avenue Portland, OR 97232 
 
This address is required if express mail or a return receipt is needed. 

US Postal 
Service 

Bonneville Power Administration  
Transmission Marketing and Sales - TSE-TPP-2,  
P.O. Box 61409,  
Vancouver, WA 98666-1409  
 

Facsimile 
(fax) 

Attn: (360) 619-6940 
A cover page specifying the number of Surplus Interconnection Requests and the 
number of pages submitted by fax is required. 
 
BPA Transmission Services’ (BPAT) is not responsible for the failure of fax 
transmissions. 

Email 

To: Interconnection@bpa.gov  
Subject: Surplus Interconnect Request 
 

 The completed application and any additional documents must be attached to the 
email as Portable Document Format (PDF) files; if the files exceed 30 MB, BPA’s 
Customer Service Engineer may be contacted for directions on how to submit the 
files. 

  
PDF files must be referenced and specified by their exact names in the email. 

 

3. Upon receipt of a completed application, BPAT will post relevant information from the 
request for Surplus Interconnection Service on BPA’s interconnection website.  

D. Deposits 
1. Submission:  

The Surplus Interconnection Customer shall submit deposits for processing and studying 
the request for Surplus Interconnection Service in accordance with the electronic funds 
transfer criteria described below. Deposit amounts will be in accordance with the LGIP. 

a. Deposits must be submitted by electronic transfer to BPAT via FedWire or 
Automated Clearing House (ACH); 

Electronic 
Funds 

Transfer 

 
When using FedWire, after “OBI=” include the words “GI Surplus Deposit”; 
 
When using the ACH type of electronic transfer, include the same information in 
the “memo” field on the transfer; 
 
If a bank removes information from the “OBI” or “memo” field, BPAT will not 
declare the Surplus Interconnection Request INVALID. 

b. In limited circumstances, paper checks are acceptable if the Surplus 
Interconnection Customer demonstrates that they are unable to remit the deposit 
electronically. 

c. If BPA estimates that the costs of the Interconnection Studies will exceed the 
deposit received, then the Surplus Interconnection Customer must remit an 
additional deposit. 

d. Questions about the above criteria may be directed to the Surplus 
Interconnection Customer’s Account Executive. 
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2. Refunds:  

a. Deposit refunds will be calculated following the completion of all required 
interconnection studies under the request for Surplus Interconnection Service or 
withdrawal of the Surplus Interconnection request, whichever occurs first. 

b. Deposit refunds will be remitted to the entity whose name appears on the 
following documents: the completed application in the form of Appendix 1, the 
W9e, and the Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification. 

c. Prior to the commencement of a study, reasonable costs that are incurred by 
BPA in processing, validating and scoping the Interconnection Request shall be 
deducted from the deposit refund.  

d. Unspent funds from any deposit will be refunded to the Surplus Interconnection 
Customer upon final accounting of the costs for the Interconnection Studies. 

E. Timelines and Study Process 
1. The request for Surplus Interconnection Service will be processed in accordance with 

BPA’s LGIP. Thus, timelines for processing the request for Surplus Interconnection 
Service and studies will be in accordance with processing and study timelines under the 
LGIP. As such, BPA will use reasonable efforts to hold a meeting with the Surplus 
Interconnection Customer and the Original Interconnection Customer after BPA has 
deemed the request for Surplus Interconnection Service complete. The purpose of this 
meeting is to discuss potential Interconnection Studies, environmental compliance under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and mitigation measures that may be 
required to enable the request for Surplus Interconnection Service. 

2. Studies for Surplus Interconnection Service may consist of: reactive power, short 
circuit/fault duty, stability analyses, and all other appropriate studies. 

3. Steady-state (thermal/voltage) analyses may be performed, as necessary, to ensure that 
all required reliability conditions are studied.  

4. If the Surplus Interconnection Service was not studied under off-peak conditions, off-
peak steady state analyses may be performed to the required level that is necessary to 
demonstrate reliable operation of the Surplus Interconnection Service.  

5. If the original System Impact Study is not available for the Surplus Interconnection 
Service, both off-peak and peak analysis may need to be performed for the existing 
Generating Facility associated with the Surplus Interconnection Service. 

6. If the studies demonstrate a need to construct Network Upgrades, the request for 
Surplus Interconnection Service will be denied and deemed withdrawn.   

F. Surplus Interconnection Agreement  
1. If the Surplus Interconnection Customer meets all of the requirements for Surplus 

Interconnection Service, the Transmission Provider will tender a draft Surplus 
Interconnection Agreement. 
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