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December 15, 2015 

BPA as the TOP Customer Meeting 
Rates Hearing Room 

 
Below are the high level take aways from the 12/15/15 Customer meeting – these notes are to be 
used in conjunction with the presentation materials that can be found here:   
https://www.bpa.gov/transmission/OperationsReliability/ReliabilityProgramandNERCStandards/Pag
es/Meetings.aspx  
 
Background  

• BPA acknowledged that TOP is the most onerous function out there besides the RC  
• Entities that were originally not eligible for TOP service contracts will be evaluated during this 

phase of the TOP project  
• Should one or more entities not elect to utilize the BPA TOP services: TOP to TOP coordination 

would be required with the entities that have qualifying assets  
• All existing TOP contracts will be terminated upon the offering of a new TOP Service contract  

 
Review of Requirements for BPA to be the TOP  

• Entities must be registered for all applicable functions per the NERC Registration Criteria.  
• Clarification: BPA is not the TP for any entities or their assets that are on the TOP waiting list  
• Visibility and control will be required:  

o Each situation is unique and will be coordinated individually with each entity  
o Customer Service Engineers, Communication Planning, and Dispatch would be involved  
o with the coordination with the customers for the necessary visibility and control  
o requirements  
o BPA visibility and control requirements are unique and typically are separate 

installations from customers existing SCADA system(s)  
o BPA clarified that ‘control’ would only be used in emergency situations  

• FAC‐002 requirements apply to everybody in the room  
• BPA clarified that if the asset is not in the contract, BPA will not be the TOP for that asset  
• Determination of qualifying assets:  

o Customers and their Customer Service Engineers (CSE) will collaborate on the qualifying  
o Transmission and/or Generator Interconnected Facilities (GIF) assets that require a TOP  
 BPA has a preliminary list of qualifying assets that BPA will be validating with the 

impacted customers  
• Clarification: BPA has done an in depth BES analysis utilizing the current BES definition The CSE’s 

took that same criteria and then applied it to the customer’s one line diagrams. Customers will 
need to confirm our analysis  

• BPA’s initial list was just a starting point, any BES exclusions would be pulled out of the list  
• Customers are responsible for determining which elements are BES and which elements they 

want BPA to be the TOP  
 BPA will need to review the list to determine if under certain circumstances, when combined 

with other neighboring assets, additional elements might be considered BES 
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CIP  
• BPA will not be responsible for any CIP implementation  
• BPA as the Transmission Operator and Planning Coordinator has the obligation to notify  
• Transmission Owners and Generator Owners of system conditions that may impact the entities 

determination of qualifying assets  
• The entity has the responsibility and authority to set the Impact Rating for qualifying assets, 

BPA’s assets at a customer facility will inherit the customers Impact Rating  
Costs  

• Cost allocation and cost recovery is a big concern  
o BPA acknowledges this and intend for this process to be transparent and inclusive  

• Rate case concerns – how will the TOP’s impact the rate case?  
o The TOP services contract is a service for a fee and will not impact BPA rates since it will 

be fully recovered. It will be identified within a program with the corresponding revenue 
requirement and revenue so it’s still transparent within the rate case.  

• Determination of cost per asset/line has not yet been made  
• BPA is encouraging dialogue on what makes sense – would like to eliminate as many variables as 

possible. BPA is looking for an effective and fair approach  
• BPA would like it to be simple, repeatable and consistent. Customers are requesting that BPA  
• address the lines, the taps, the breakers, etc. so that BPA’s approach is clear and understandable  
• System upgrades required for visibility and control would be in addition to this and 

accomplished under a separate reimbursable agreement as a pre‐requisite for the TOP 
agreement  

• BPA is exploring the option of ‘pre‐funding’ the TOP project to ensure timely resolution  
• Outstanding questions:  

o Penalties/findings – if something happens on behalf of the utility – how would costs be 
recovered?  

o Scalability? Is this built to grow?  
o What’s behind the fixed costs?  

Other  
• Generator Interconnection Facilities (GIFs)  

o BPA is adding GIF’s to the TOP eligibility list  
• BPA will set up a collaborative session with WECC Outreach to discuss and ensure agreement 

with BPA’s TOP approach 


